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VI PREFACE* 

misery, the ludicrous or lamentable in- 
cidents, the vices and the virtues that 
diversify the life and character of a 
private soldier. The single subject 
here selected for a picture will, in the 
main points, illustrate the personal 
condition of the whole of our army ; 
and, from such a story, many parti- 
culars may be learned k'egarding the 
conduct of the officers engaged in the 
Peninsular war, which could in no 
other way be obtained ; for the com- 
manders would hardly be vain enough 
to chronicle their own acts of gene- 
rosity, — and they might be withheld 
by shame, and their historians by de- 
licacy, from speaking of the deeds «f 
despotism and cruelty in which it is 
known that some of them have occa- 
sionally indulged. 
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sufficient to say, that I was bom in the city 
of Glasgow; enlisted at the age of sixteen; 
passed through the usual routine of a soldier's 
life in the three kingdoms; and, after 
having been in more than one corps, I 
eventually entered the 71st, or Glasgow 
regiment, when it had just arrived from 
South America. The very name of this 
cotps, and its containing so many of my 
townsmen and acquaintances, will account 
for my desire to belong to it. 

In the year 1808 we were lying at Cork 
along with the army forming there under 
the command of Sir Arthur Wellesley. It 
was on the 5th of June that we embarked, 
totally ignorant of the place of our desti- 
nation. It is true, there were many 
surmises afloat, such as, that we were 
going to America, and so forth : but, after 
all, we lay snug in the Cove of Cork for 
about five weeks; during the whole of 
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defect^ suddenly pulled a plug out^ and the 
water, of course^ rushed in upon us in 
great , quantities. The author of this mis-* 
fortune had not the presence of mind whieh 
one of his countrymen had when in a simflar 
predicament ; this was, to thrust hia thumb 
into the hole and cut it off. Fortunately 
we were near the shore, or the most tn^cal 
consequences might have taken plade. On 
questioning the Highlandman, his only 
excuse was, '' that he thought to let the 
water out !*' ^ 

At length, on the 12th of July, the fleet 
put out to sea; it cdnsisted of seventy 
transports, two men of war, and a gun-biig, 
the whole containing about 10,000 troops. 
While the land was receding fr6m our 
view, every deck was covered by the men 
taking a last look at Ireland. At a time 
like this, when one's country is diminishing 
into a speck upon the waters, even the 
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foretaste of campaigning miseries now 
began; the day was insufferably hot) no 
water could be had ; bur fatigue and thirst 
were also increased by being obliged to 
wade through the burning sands of the 
coast. Two leagues had been gone oyer, 
when the order to halt was given. Rejoiced 
at the newB^ I threw myself under the 
shade of a tree, and soon fell into a com- 
fortable nap. On awakening, I found 
myself in a tented field, a number of the 
men haying been employed in erecting a 
canvass city. We remained some days 
encamped, waiting tiU the stores were 
landed. 

On the 10th we advanced up the country : 
on the 14th the advanced guard of our 
army had a skirmish with the French. 
In the course of this march, we began 
to get rather sceptical ip, our belief of 
the Portugueze being so overjoyed and 



12 YICISSITUDES OF A 

He had received a ball in the middle of the 
forehead. This was the first yictim to the 
deity of war I had yet seen^ but^ as we 
advanced, many more met our sight. The 
road and contiguous fields were literally 
covered with dead and dying, both British 
and French. The horror of the scene was 
much increased in consequence of the 
hedges and long grass taking fire. We 
had to endure the appalling view of the 
impotent e£R>rt8 of several poor wounded 
wretches endeavouring to drag themselves 
frcKu the devouring flames: there was no 
titae to render them assistance; besides, 
self-preservation warned us that danger was 
to be apprehended from the fire commu- 
nicating with our cartridge-boxes. After 
reaching the summit of the heights, there 
was nothing to do but to look at the French 
filing off in columns. 
Thus concluded the battle of Roleia. 
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of his te&t and ordered us to fall in, as 
tbe enemy were advancing to the attack. 
We then marched, and took up a position 
on a rising ground in the left of our army ; 
thus, contrary to expectation, we found 
ourselves about to enter into a service totally 
different to that which was at first intended. 
The battle had by this time commenced 
on the right; consequently, as at Roleia, 
we were obliged to stand for a while ex<- 
posed to a distant cannonade. A shell also 
fell and burst near our company; one of 
the splinters wounded a man severely, who 
stood the third from me on the left. A 
party of officers went out at one time, a 
short distance from us, in order to obtain 
a closer view of the engagement; one of 
them, belonging to the 82d, fell dead in 
our sight: slain, strange to say, by the 
mere wind of a cannon-ball ; not a scratch 
being on his body. The balls were now 
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widely from us in dress in this instance^ 
being all clothed in long white smock-frocks 
and trowsers, and having hairy knapsacks 
hanging loosely on their backs. But little 
time was left for observation, on account of 
General Ferguson riding up to the — th, 
which lay close beside us, and ordering 
that regiment to charge; but, for what 
cause I never could learn, the whole regi- 
ment remained motionless. Colonel Pack, 
on seeisig this, went to the general, and 
requested permission for us to advance in 
their stead : and this being granted at once, 
we, along with the 36th and 82d regiments, 
instantly rushed forward, and fired a tre- 
mendous volley, which we saw did great 
execution. The astonished enemy, on getting 
such a warm reception, fell into confusion, 
and began to retrograde; this encouraging 
us, we gave three hearty cheers, and pressed 
on: our grenadier company, and the 36th 
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called '' boim under an unlucky star/' ne?ei^ 
pleasing his commanders. The last act 
of power had weighed so heavy on his mind> 
that he was heard to say, '' I will give no 
more offence:'' something more was over- 
heard, tending to express the poor fellow'is 
4^onfidence of a speedy dissolution. The 
words were truly prophetic, for, in less than 
half an. hour afterwards, he was -shot dead. 
J have often heard and read of similar oc- 
currences, but could never account for 
them: can it be the soid that feels the 
approach of danger, and warns the grosser 
senses? or can it be mere chance? If the 
latter, how comes it that death is the 
never-failing consequence, when the men 
have solemnly assured their incredulous 
comrades of their internal forebodings? 
But, after all, I am not so enthusiastic in 
this belief as to deny that there may have 
been many who were confident of meeting 
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shocking ; he had been wounded about the 
moufh, which occasioned such a flow of 
blood as to dye his breast an4 white trow^ 
sers quite scarlet. This ofBcer's horse^ a 
beautiful Arabian, was seized as a lawful 
prize by one of our men; but Colonel: Pack 
deprived him of it^ on account of his well- 
known intemperate habits. 

The story of Corporal Mackay capturing 
Gen^^ Bemier, and magnammously re- 
fusing the proffered presents, has often been 
written and spoken of: the real truth of the 
Inatter was this: — An Irish lad, named 
Ghtren, was the first that espied the general, 
and without hesitation he made him pri- 
soner, exclaiming, at the same time, '^ By 
Jasus! I have taken the sarjaut-major of 
the French/' Just at that time Mackay 
came up, and took him out of Gaven'ft 
hands ; and then it was that the watch and 
purse were offered, and refused, — Mackay 
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I' am not: yet done with this general, or 
at least with his sword. It was strange^ 
but. true, that this sword was destined to 
oecasion. both trouble and danger, not only 
to me^ but to the whole of the company 
to which I belcmged. The sword had fallen 
into the possession of one of the men, who 
afterwards presented it to our captain, who 
unfortunately thought proper to wear it. 
This did not escape the notice of the 
cplonel, who immediately forbade him from 
carrying it longer. Ever after this, our 
worthy colonel had an antipathy to the 
ecnnpany, as if we weire all to blame in 
this paltry affair. " We could do nothing 
right" after this; and on one occasion the 
whole company was ordered out to the field, 
when only twelve men out of each of the 
other companies were sent. P^haps some 
may think that this was an honour, in- 
stead of a punishment, to us ; but at that 
disastrous time (the period of the retrea't 
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preparations to fall upon us, we made ready 
to receive them in no friendly manner : on 
observing this, they thought proper to make 
4. precipitate retreat. The French and Por- 
tugueze cavahy were then so much alike in 
appearance, that the latter had taken the 
precaution to tie white strings round their 
arms, in order to prevent mistakes; but the 
French had artfully done the same thing. 

The day being oppressively hot, we had 
piled arms, erroneously concluding that our 
labours were over, at least for the day; we 
were accordingly refreshing ourselves, by 
drinking water, ai\d making frequent attacks 
on the grapes in a vineyard, when the ad- 
vance of the French a second time was an- 
nounced, by the clang of trumpets and 
beating of drums, — which latter action, as 
it appeared, was much easier performed than 
the beating of us. We soon caught up our 
arms, and retired to a short distance. By 
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the fact that we had 119 killed and wounded 
in our regiment alone. 

Some may think that I have not given a 
general account of the battle of Vimiera ; 
perhaps in this they are right, — but bow 
can a private soldier pretend to see a whole 
engagement? The thing will be plainly 
seen to be utterly impossible, when it is con- 
sidered, that the length of a stone's cast is 
often the extent of his view« while the con- 
flict sometimes extends over miles. Such 
being the case, I will confine myself chiefly 
to what came under my own immediate 
observation; which I dare say will satisfy 
the reader better than if I had made up my 
narrative from gazettes, or stolen from others. 

Th^ conclusion of this campaign in Por- 
tujgal is well known, and displayed an 
additional proof of the ill effects of allowiilg 
British commanders to become cabinet mi- 
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that the often-repeated accounts of its fiHhy 
interior stnd beautiful exterior, were perfectly 
correct, it being exactly similar, in this 
respect, to what we have heard of Constaa- . 
tinople and other Mediterranean cities. We 
entered and encamped in the Queen's Park, 
a large green in the ricinity of Lisbon, tibe 
French being at that time qizartered in the 
city, ^o sooner had we pitched oar tents, 
thaiiv]ffi^^Q9^jeB9wdstof the ettizens (Cane 
out to^^rus, of aU sanks: Cokniel Pflck, 
wishing jko fimuse them, ordered the band 
to play. I happening to be posted to keep 
the people from incommoding the musiciaiis, 
was accosted by a fat priest, in good Eng- 
lish, who inquired if there were any Lin- 
colnshire men in our regiment? I was 
unable to give him any information on this 
point. I said that there were few En^sh* 
mea among us; that we were mostly 
Scotchmen. He then told me that he was 
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apologise or account for our seeming un« 
cleanliness ; this is an easy task. Pigiiie to 
yourself^ reader^ men landing from a crowded 
transport without receiving the luxury oiF 
clean linen^ marching and bivouacking for 
weeks together without ' ever putting off 
thei^ clothes f and your wonder will then 
cease. 

•Qne day a party of our men was sent down 
to protect the embarkation of some sick and 
wounded French from the ruthless violence 
of a Portugueze mob. During the whole 
of our stay in the park^ the city was illumi- 
nated every nighty on account, I presumef, 
of the expulsion of the Gallic invaders. The 
ostrich feathers on our Highland bonnets 
had become so much the admiration of the 
Portugueze ladies, that no less than a doUai? 
was offered for each of them by the hawkers 
about the camp; and this induced some 
villains amongst us to rob their comradeSi; 
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CHAPTER 11. 

A drcuitous Mardi from lasbon to Coronnas-^iiL- 
duding, Superstition —. Behaviour of Spaniards— 
Clerical Civility— Escurial— War of Words— llie 
nnfortonate Eqaestrian .^ A Treat -^fiypoerisy— 
Commissary^piard Miserie8-«.The disastrous Retreats. 
Labour in vain— .Skirmish at Lugo .» Mendicant 
Officers.— A happy Discovery.^ Horrors— The De- 
selted House— Honey versus Bread ^-^ A gallant Ac4 
tion.— A bright Prospect— Battle of Corunna— A 
Fell-Mell Embarkation. 

The month of October had arrived, when 
we were roused from onr repose, by receiv- 
ing orders to advance into Spain. The be- 
ginning of winter was no auspicious time 
to commence our deplorable march, but of 
course we could only murmur secretly at the 
unwelcome news, and prepare to meet the 
worst. 
Sir John Moore had now superseded 
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that he knew very well this was the figure 
of the Diablo, Horrified at the supposed 
impiety of the remark^ she ran out of the 
house* mumbling imprecations on our headsJ 
We were somewhat alarmed soon after, by^ 
an ofBeer entering the plaee; he had been 
sent by Colonel Pack to inquire into thei 
matter, — for it seems she had run open-* 
mouthed to complain to him of the ** blas- 
phemous heretics :'• however, the officer, see- 
ing the thing in its proper lights quietly 
went away. 

• Passing through Porto Ligero, we arrived 
at Campo Mayor, where we lay for a fort- 
night in an old battery. Bidding adieu to 
the kiijtgdom of Portugal for a whik, we 
continued our march to Badajoz, a frontier 
town of Spain. A number of the citizens of 
that place were in waiting for our arrival^ 
and welcomed us with loud acclamiations. 
After lying ten days ini the barracks :of 
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hot be said fdr their vittue. When we 
entered Spanish towns, we invariably found 
crowds of the people receiving us with the 
most hospitable looks, and bawling loudly 
the kindest wishes for our long life, and so 
forth : but when our billets were serred 
out, and we had gone to the places design 
nated in them, the doors Were always fast, 
and the " viva*' people no where to be seen ; 
and if 1v€ chanced to find any of the neigh-* 
hours, we were told that the inmates of the 
house were from home. Finding that they 
were attempting to " humbug" us, we hence- 
forth laid down a system which always pro-* 
duced the desired effect : this was, to com- 
mence an attack on the billeted doors with 
the but -ends of our muskets: no sooner 
had we begun this, than the women of the 
houses were seen running towards us, hold- 
ing up their keys, to shew that the doors 
were now to be opened. It was) in thiii 
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testable to us. Their fire-places were gene^ 
rally hung round with fine sausages, of 
which, I believe, it would not have required 
great eloquence to make us accept ; but we 
seldom or never got the offer, I presume 
for this very reason. The wary people inva- 
riably sat up all night when we were in 
their houses, and watched us, as we lay on 
the floor, with the eyes of lynxes : they had, 
indeed, some i*eason, as several attempts 
were made to pilfer their sausages; but in 
this, we were seldom successful, a little salt 
being in general the amount of our thefts. 
That article hung in a box near the fire- 
place, exactly similar to what is usual in the 
common houses of Scotland. 

I mentioned our arrival at Escurial before. 
This town is remarkable for containing a 
palace of the kings of Spain, which is said 
to be the largest building in Europe. I 
went down one day to see this place^ along 
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prieste^^^mta whom I had so often h^rd 
re}nre6dnted as a sort of d^aai-devils ; who^ 
no doubt, had in the same way considered 
us heretics in a similar light. When will 
religious prejudice completely disappear from 
the face of the earth, as it did (at least to 
appearance) in our humble case ? 

Another day, a party of officers and men 
having gone to see the palace, I went a 
second time« . On entering^ I found the party 
coming ov^^ of the Pantheon, or tombs of the 
Spanish monarchs. I therefore lost this 
sight, but was abundantly compensated by 
seeing the rest of this superb place. Cer* 
tainly I had no idea that such grandeur 
existed; one of the numerous halls ex- 
ceeded any of the rest in this respect; its 
floor was beautifully chequered with black 
and white marble ; it contained also a mag- 
nificent altar, with statues of Christ and the 
Virgin Maiy^ of solid gold ! There were a 
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pcayer that he might gain a victory over the 
French. The palace contains a pantheoni 
a churchy and a convent; 4000 windows 
and 8000 doors ; 3000 priests were lodged 
and fed there when we visited it first, not one 
of whom remained the next time we entered 
the country. 

But our short dream of pleasure was 
again disturbed by the issuing of an order 
to march. This word strongly reminded us 
that we were not travelling either for in- 
struction or amusement, that we had no 
will of our own; and, in short, that we 
were slaves, that must kill or be killed, or 
starve, or perish with cold, or walk to the 
end of the world if^commanded. 

Leaving the Escurial, after a stay of five 
days, we crossed a pass in a chain of 
mountains, and continued our march to join 
the main body of the British army. One 
night I was billeted, along with some 
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TBvy imcdghtly rider^ and no favourite in the 
regiment to boot^ we now saw our opportu- 
nity^ and embraced it : a shout of derision 
burst simultaneously from every lip^ the 
noise of which alarmed the pony so much 
that it went off at full speed. Our hero, 
apparently, had not calculated upon such a 
''show off;'' for he exclaimed, in tremulous 
accent!^, '' Oh, what a fall I shall get 1" 
HattoT was visibly depicted on his coun- 
tenance; however, he grasped the saddle 
firmly, and continued to roar manfully for 
help ; but this no person seemed in a hurry 
to afford; on the contrary, the whole re- 
giment was convulsed with laughter, to see 
their arch-enemy for once in such a dis- 
graceful situation, — even the officers joined 
in tiie laugh. The whole concluded with the 
unfortunate horseman's overthrow, with, 
however, very little damage to himself, as 
' e soon got up, uttering curses, ** not loud> 
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it appears, had stolen a hea and deposited it 
in his haversack; but being unaware that 
there was a hole in it, the hen's head came 
out and hung dangling in the sight of every 
.person in his rear. His comrades, with the 
intention of quizzing him, brought on the 
•subject of pilfering from the Spaniards, and 
every now and then one would give a pull 
at the head, till at last almost the whole 
of the fowl was exposed to view. Mean- 
while the man trudged on, totally uncon- 
jScio:as of our sport, and joining heartily in 
^uttering the bitterest invectives against 
those who would rob the poor inhabitants ! 
In due time he was warned of what was 
behind him ; and it may easily be conceived 
what his looks and sensations were in cour 
sequence. 

The other fellow's case was something of 
.a similar nature. We all knew that his 
haversack was filled with stolen sausages, a 
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4og having followed at his heels for a whole 
day. The same trick was played again; 
•the hypocrite professed also "to have i a 
mortal detestation of all plunderers ; he was 
accordingly justly exposed to derision. 

About this time it fell to my lot to be 
appointed one of the commissary's guards 
(twelve in number); that is to say, I had 
to guard the waggons of provisions and 
wine. Although this job had the ap- 
pearance of being good, I found it totally the 
reverse, having far harder service to perform 
than if I had been along with the regiment ; 
the lazy waggons being constantly in the rear 
of a retreating army, and thereby mq^e 
exposed to the attacks of the enemy's ad- 
vanced parties. The first night of my being 
on guard it was so dreadfully cold, that I 
could not even taste some wine which ' an 
artilleryman offered, me:. some of my com- 
rades^ it appears, could drink well enough. 
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howerer^-^-for a pigskin of liquor was stolea 
6om the waggons in the course of the 
night. The commissary was very wroth on 
diiM^overing his loss; he menaced us with 
a court martial^ of which the slight punish- 
ment of hanging was to be the result. We 
continued crawling along the road at a snail's 
pace, when we came up on the way with a 
soldier's wife and three wretched children, 
who had fallen bdiind the army ; they were 
accommodated in our waggons; at length 
we arrived at a village, when it was getting 
dark. Our commissary, wishing to see the 
alcalde of the place, alighted, and, tying his 
horse to a gate, went to look for him. 
When the alcalde was found, after a long 
aearchf the commissary went to untie his 
horse, but found that some of the honest 
villagers had saved him that trouble, there 
heing no trace of the animal to be se^i. 
The enrc^ed commissary, maddened at his 
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repeated losses^ began to storni and swear 
in the most horrible manner; but b^thinkiDg 
himself that this rapoaring wonld not bring 
back his steed, he made a bold attempt to 
play off a ruse de guerre, d la Captain 
Cook : -^ seizing the alcalde, he told him that 
he was a prisoner until the horse was brought 
back. But this would not do, — the worthy 
alcalde laughed him to seom ; so that be 
had to suffer the misfortune quietly. 

No comar being now left in his heart for 
pity, we were ordered to more on to 
Sahagun, although it was three leagues 
distant, and the night pitch dark. A hun-* 
dred yards had scarcely been gone orer, 
when we were obliged to halt, in con- 
sequence of the frost being intense, and 
the waggon mules unshod. Never shall I 
forget that tlreadful night, through the 
-whole of which I had to stand in the street 
of this inhospitable village, where no riielter 
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was to be had. I was so benumbed with 
cold, and oppressed with sleep, that I fell 
several times to the ground, in spite of my 
endeavours to remain upright, by leaning 
on my musket. Meanwhile the muleteers 
were snug in the waggons : one of them 
handed' out some wine to me, on condition 
that I was to take charge of two spare 
mules till the moming\ But I had not the 
beasts long under my surveillance, — for the 
commissary came up with one of our men 
and a Spanish guide, and ordered them to 
take the mules and ride forward to Sahagun, 
to inform General Moore of the cause of our 
delay. Not daring to resist this command, I 
reluctantly surrendered my trust. Daylight 
at length appeared, and the rays of the sun 
soon began to melt the frost ; this enabled 
us to move on, and at last we reached 
Bahagun. 
The poor muleteer, on missing his mules. 
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inquired very anxiously of me about them ; 
and on my informing him^ as well as I 
couldf of the particulars, he shook his head, 
as much as to say, that they were for ever 
lost. His suspicions were rerified; for 
after the commission had been delivered, 
the rascally guide, having been intrusted 
to take back the mules, seized the oppor- 
tunity of making off with them, never to 
return. 

I now quitted with pleasure the old 
crusty conmiissary's service, and joined my 
regiment. We lay in Sahagun for some 
days. One evening we were turned out 
suddenly about six o'clock, and told to have 
our flints in good order^ — but, after all, 
nothing of moment was done, though we 
Btood till twelve o'clock at night, cooling 
our heels in the streets, and then marched 
about a mile out of the town; but the 
intenseuess of the frost still impeded the 

n2 
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progress of the artillery so much, that w^ 
were forced to return to our old quarters. 

We marched on to Beneyente. About 
this time some of our parties had a skirmish 
with the French, and several prisoners Were 
brought in, among whom was Oe&eral 
Lefevre. We continued our disastrous re- 
treat, for it could now only be so called; the 
French pursuing us sharply, in mighty 
numbers. The roads began now to be in a 
terrible state, in consequence of a eontinbal 
rain; the mud rose as high, as our-l^eeb; 
and this destroyed all appearance of order 
in the march, every one trying to pick his 
way ivL the best manner he could. As 
far a^ the eye could reach, our army had 
the resemiblauce (^ a straggltng flocJc of 
drenched duck$« rather than of bold waiv 
riors. Wading like the rest, veiy dolefslLy 
alpng, I stept upon a seemingly smootk 
a;(ul dry part: of the road; andbefore Ikmew 
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where I was, I found myself tip to the 
middle in mud. The mud was so tough, 
jthat, in spite of every effort to extricate 
juyself, I stuck fast for a considerable time, 
during which no endeavours were made to 
assist me, every one being too busily en« 
gaged with fais own misfortunes to mind 
those of others. 

Having succeeded, at length, in getting 
out of the slough, although at the expense 
x)f a pair of shoes, I made shift to get up 
to the regiment. Arriving at a village, we 
obtained quarters. Being much in want of 
^ pair of good shoes, a thought came into 
my. head (God forgive me) of possessing 
myself of a stout pair, belonging to my 
Spanish landlord. They lay very tempt- 
ingly in view; but considering that if I was 
to cram them at once into niy haversack, 
they might be missed before I could get out 
o{ the house, and being unwilling to abide 
the disagreeable consequences of this, I hit 



64 yiCISSITUDBS OF A 

upon a seemingly better scheme, of corering 
them, as it were by chance,, with my knap* 
sack and accoutrements. I lay till morfiing 
in full expectation of possessing the prize* 
but. my plan was completely defeated by the 
x>ld Spaniard's rising early, and comment 
cing a search for his brogues. ' I lay stilly 
knowing well what he was looking for* 
hugging myself with the idea that the 
scheme was so laid, that if they were dis* 
covered no blame could be attached to any 
one, At length the old don, in turning 
over every thing, perceived the identical 
shoes, and ** grinning horribly a ghastly 
smile," — he lugged them triumphantly 
forth, and went away without saying any 

■ 

thing. . . 

Next morning, continuing our wajie^ we 
arrived at a river, and forded it. An officer, 
before crossing, ordered one of the men to 
cany him over; but just as he had mounted 
the man's back,. Colonel Pack observed the 
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trdiifiaction, and immediately ordered the 
delicate gendeman to be set down^ and to 
ford the water himself. After passing 
thci>ugh the towns of Astorga and Villa 
Franca^ we began the ascent of an exceed- 
i% high mountain^ on the first day of the 
y^ar 1809. The want of ptov^isions was now 
seriou^y^ felt; cutMi this^ ^iiited io the 
fatigue^ caused many to fall^ iiever to rise 

. la ransacking a village whach* we caipe 
Mi .i^ome potatoes and honey wer(^ found ; 
vthis aJOiayed the pain of our giiawing sto- 
machs a little: scarcely any of us slept 
during the whole night, the cooking of the 
potatoes engrossing almost all our attention. 
We then marched to the town of Lugo, 
^here we remained one night and part of a 
d^y ; but the enemy being just at our heels, 
,it was not thought prudent to stay longer; 
we- were .therefore obliged to evacuate the 
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town, and bivouac on its outside, with 
heavy hearts. It was, indeed, a miserable 
night : thrust out to the storm, and the rain 
lashing on me in torrents, I threw myself 
down in the mud« on the lee side of a stone 
dyke, as the best shelter I eould find. Cer- 
tainly there was no respect of persons here : 
the elements are remarkably impartial in 
such cases as these ; and on looking round 
the field I saw Colonel Pack squatting dose 
by my aide. 

The. French had been long hanging on 
our resjr like a cloud, which now, howerer, 
seemed as if it were about to burst, — as on 
the morning of thQ next day they attacked 
us in earnest ; twelve men out of each of 
the other companies, and the whole of our's, 
were sent out to stem their way. I was 
among the party that was placed as a 
reserve: in this situation the enemy began 
peppering us with cannon-balls, upon which 
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we had recourse to our old system of sitting 
down. Happening to be under a tree, it 
was struck several times, and the man who 
sat next me got his musket broke to splin- 
ters in his hand, without receiving the 
slightest injury; the same ball, after forcing 
its way through a Btone wall, continued its 
course to the very lines. Darkness put an 
end to the skirmish, in which an odd inci- 
dent had occurred. One qf the men ac- 
tually brought in a French prisoner hooked 
hy the cheek with his fixed bayonet* To 
prevent mistakes, it is necessary to mention, 
that this was not done with any cruel in- 
tention, but in the mere hurry of the 
moment. 

Grim hunger was again preying on our 
vitals, without any prospect of our driving 
him out; when one of our company for- 
tunately got hold of a bullock, which it 
appears had made its escape from the 

d3 
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French. The poor animal apparently did 
^not better its condition by desertion, as the 
time was but short before it was a bleeding 
corse. The generous captor shared the 
prize with his comrades in the most ho* 
nourable manner; and shortly after he re* 
ceived a humble message from Colonel 
Pack, begging a present of the heart, which 
request was not only complied with, but the 
kidneys were given in addition.. This was 
not the only instance of officers being 
obliged to solicit a meal from privates : just 
at this very time several of them came and 
begged a few potatoes from us : those offi- 
cers who were well liked received a supply 
with the greatest alacrity on our part, while 
the tyrannical ones were served with a 
grudge. 

Some of our men having been sent down 
to a farm-house for straw, met there with a 
number of French soldiers on the same 
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Errand* Reciprocal civilities passed be-- 
tween them, giving the direct Ke to any 
national antipathy. In the coarse of the 
night we were roused by orders to fall in — 
no words were to be spoken, or pipes lighted. 
When we had marched on a short way, one 
of the men was seized with a violent cramp 
in the stomach, which set him a roaring like 
a bull : this noise being contrary to orders, 
we were forced to answer the poor fellow's 
cries with blows, to keep him quiet, no 
other method having any. effect. It was 
still quite dark, when we marched through 
the town of Lugo. About this time, several 
pieces of cannon w^re buried, and their 
carriages burned, to prevent the enemy from 
reaping any benefit by them. 

In the middle of the day we halted in a 
turnip field. Even that miserable vegetable 
was considered delicious food; and the 
whole regiment attacked them as eagerly as 
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famished wohes would have done a dead 
horse : for my part^ never having been able 
to eat these roots, I was obliged to hush my 
hunger to sleep; although this, it may be 
easily conceived, was somewhat difficult. A 
constant pitiless rain continued to fall. A 
party of us having been sent to a farm-house 
for straw to litter ourselves in our muddy 
beds for the night, we received intelligence 
that apples were discovered up in the loft. 
This w&s, indeed, joyful news ; hunger lend* 
ing speed to my heels, I ran with in^ 
conceivable velocity to the place ; but, alas ! 
every apple had been already bagged, by 
crowds from every regiment in the army. 
Bearing up under this misfortune with as 
much equanimity as possible, I fortunately 
chanced to enter an unfrequented room in 
the house, and there discovered a quantity 
of flour. Without waiting to feast my eyes 
long on the glorious sight, I was proceeding 
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to unloose zny haversack, when I found 
myself so benumbed with cold, that I was 
actually obliged to cut it from my side. 
Filling our haversacks to the mouth, and 
taking wisps of straw under our arms, as a 
kind of excuse, we *' went on our way 
rejoicing," leaving crowds who had scented 
the precious grain busily engaged in sweep- 
ing it into their sacks. Our starving com- 
rades were highly delighted to see us return 
with such a valuable commodity, instead of 
worthless straw. 

Some hog^s-lard being produced, fires 
were lighted on every side ; and some of our 
most experienced bakers soon made up a 
quantity of flour cakes, with which we 
gorged ourselves to our hearts' content. I 
never tasted a sweeter meal in all my life 
than this. Although the rain continued 
with unabated violence, I lay down in the 
cold mud, and slept as sound as if I had 
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been in the best bed: such are the won-* 
derful effects of a good bellyful after long 
abstinence: and this proves also, that 
amidst the most abject misery, ther^ is 
such a thing as pleasure. Some overplus 
cakes belonging to me were put into my 
comrade's haversack, my own being too 
wet. 

We again marched on ; but scarcely had I 
walked an hour^ when I lost my shoes, and 
was obliged to trudge on barefooted. Many 
of the officers were in the same state ; 
some of them attempted to defend their 
feet by wrapping pieces vof blanket round 
them. My sufferings were now dreadful; 
every thing in the shape of stockings being 
long since gone^ the constant friction of the 
wet trowsers rubbed the skin completely off 
my legs, and the raw fleshy feeling as if 
cauterised, increased my torments to an in^* 
describable degree. But many were in a 
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far worse condition, and lay down com- 
pletely exhausted with excess of fatigue and 
misery, waiting impatiently for death to 
relieve their pangs. The regiments in the 
immediate rear were, comparatively speak-* 
ing, in greater distress than 'Ourselves^ 
having, in addition to all our sufferings, the 
enemy's cavalry to contend with. 

Order in the march was now totally dis« 
regarded, every regiment in the army being 
intermixed, on account of the best walkers 
pressing on, and keeping as near the van as 
possible ; while the weaker ones either fell 
behind or fell for^ ever. Many fell sound 
asleep while walking, and then stood in the 
midst of the road like pillars : no attempts 
were made to awake them, the cry of 
" Keep ofP' was raised, and every one stu- 
diously avoided jostling the sleepers. Three 
successive times did I fall into this strange 
condition, in spite of myself* 
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About this time I saw a dragoon sprawling 
in the mud, quite drunk, and seemingly 
unconscious of his miserable situation, 
laughing and yelling out his bacchanalian 
ribaldry. This poor wretch undoubtedly be- 
came food for the crows in a few short houra. 
Our cavalry and artillery horses died in such 
numbers, that nearly the whole road between 
Lugo and Corunna was strewed with their 
bloated carcasses. 

I daily felt more and more the inconveni- 
ence of walking with naked feet ; and having 
cut my toe against a stone, I suffered such 
excruciating pains, thatj» following the ex- 
ample of others, I threw myself on the ground 
with a fierce indifference to my fate ; death 
had no longer any terrors for me. While 
lying in this unenviable condition, I saw Ge- 
neral Ferguson, with a number of field-officers 
and aid-de^camps, riding about, entreating all 
who lay on the ground to get up, as Corunna 
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Was near at hand^ and, as an additional 
enticement to get on, the ofEcers cut off a 
number of knapsacks from the backs of the 
men. The general came up to two men who 
lay close by me, and persuaded them to rise, 
and crawl on: coming to me next, he at- 
tempted to encourage me with hopes of a 
speedy arrival at the ships, and so on ; but I 
told him in firm, but respectful terms, that 
" I felt myself unable even to move.'* I 
passed a whole night in this condition, bit^ 
terly regretting the want of the cakes which 
had been put in my comrade's haversack. 
Perhaps some readers may think me a very 
unsentimental fellow, if I felt only this 
animal regret at such a time ; but they may 
set their minds at rest when I assure them 
that home and friends occupied some of my 
thoughts. 

Daylight coming in, the desire of life re- 
turned, and a ray of hope darted into my 
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soul ; I made a strenuous effort to rise^ and 
succeeded, though I felt as weak as a child* 
Leaving many on the ground, never to tell 
the. tale again, I staggered on towards a 
jfbrm-house which I saw at a distance ; and 
meeting with a pool of water by the way, I 
walked into it, not with the intentioa of 
drownii^ myself, but of cooling my aching 
feeiti BXki i^SMsbing my trow^ers. After claw* 
>ng pffa qupmtfty of mud and slime, I arrived 
.at the Jfatmrbousfe. Here, if I had not beea 
extremely bungry, a whole train of reflections 
would have burst in upon me, the house 
being literally gutted — not a soul was to be 
aeen* Here was a strong proof of the baneful 
affects of war ; , or, in other words, the cruelty 
of nian toman* 

Having prowled through every room in 
the house, without finding any thing in 
the shape of food, I went into the desolate 
y=ard> where I spied some bee-hives in a 



BC6TTISB SOLDIElfc. 67 

corner^ which^ it appears^ had escaped the 
notice of the last plunderers^ whoever they 
were. There being no other means of coming 
at the honey, I knocked down one of the 
hives with the but«-end of my musket^ — ^for 
which act it seemed I was Ukely to pay dear ; 
some of the bees sallied out and stung my 
feet; perhaps the coldness of the wintry 
Weather prevented the rest from attacking 
me. I filled my haversack with honey, and 
after eating as much of it as I could, pvo« 
ceeded on my route. I soon found that this 
new sort of food did not agree with me after 
long abstinence ; a sudden sickness came oyer 
me, and coitipelled me to lie down on the 
road, where I fell asleep. I was awakened 
from my nap by three of the band who were 
passing by. One of them, who carried a 
large loaf, seeing that I had honey, offered 
to exchange a piece of the loaf for some of 
it ; of course I eagerly agreed to this, but 
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founds after all, that I could not swallow a 
morsel of the br«id, my weakened jaws re-» 
fusing to do their duty- 

I contrived to hold on my tottering steps 
for a short distance, and saw by the way four 
men, of a certain *' gallant" Scotch regiment, 
robbing a po<nr Spamsh woman of some bread, 
-although she was protesting, in the most 
piteous manner, that she had nothing else to 
gire her starving children. Had not my 
debilitated state, and the number of my 
antagonists, prevented me, I would have 
certainly done every thing in my power to 
prevent such cruelty and injustice : but some 
little extenuation may be found in the abso- 
lute necessity of the case* 

I arrived at the town of Batanzas in a 
very helpless condition. Colonel Pack was 
looking out of a window when I entered, 
apparently watching for the arrival of the 
•stragglers of his own regiment : seeing me. 
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he asked what was the number of my com- 
pany ; and on my reply, pointed out the house 
destined for its reception. I entered with 
iuU expectation of being the last that would 
ev>er amre of the whole company, which 
enoe consisted of eighty men ; but now, to my 
astoni^ment, nine only out of that number 
stood before me. We now had thvee days' 
itUQwance of beef tJ^d bread served out ; and 
tMs was Ihe* first expense we^had occasioned 
to otur country for a long while. ' We were 
all in such an exhausted^ state, that even the 
operation of cooking the provi9ions was with 
difficulty aoeomplished ; and this will senre 
to account for our being highly provoked on 
discovering, that, during the momentary ab^ 
sence of the cook, who was looking for a 
knife, the whole of our dinner had been 
carried off by some heartless villains, thus 
obliging us to renew our toil in preparing a 
Mw mess* ^ 
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~ By this time, having got new shoes, some 
shelter and repose, we started again, some- 
what refreshed. We had not gone far, till 
the sea and Corunna burst on our sight. To 
describe our feelings at this time would be a 
waste of words ; it is, perhaps, rather musty 
to compare them to those of the ten thou- 
sand Greeks ; but, as far as I can judge, the 
comparison would be a just one* Our joy 
was, however, a little damped on seeing no 
ships in readiness ; without these we were as 
badly or rather worse off than ever. We 
took up our quarters in a rope^walk on the 
outskirts of the town of Corunna. 

The next morning we marched out, and 
encamped by the side of a small rivulet, in 
order to prevent the enemy from advancing, 
the stream beii^g fordable at low water. The 
French had also encamped on the opposite 
side of the same stream. We lay inactive 
till next morning, when we wer^ rather 
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alarmed by the blowing up of a powder mar 
gazine, about two miles distant : the concur 
sion was so powerful that the ground shook 
violently under our feet, and the piled arms 
were levelled with the ground. 

On the following day, the 16th of January, 
1809^ the battle of Corunna took place; but 
it so happened that we had little to do with 
the engagement, only four of our companies 
being engaged, and those but partially. To- 
wards the close of the day, we were ordered 
to relieve some of the regiments which had 
suffered most ; in marching across a road to 
effect this, we saw Sir John Moore carried 
by wounded. The coming on of night put 
an end to the action, — so that we had to 
retrace our steps to our old position, having 
fortunately suffered only the loss of one man 
killed, an officer and some others wounded* 

J!hp history of shooting the cavalry hordes 
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is well known ; but I confine myself to 
our own transactions. We bivouacked on 
the night of the battle, after kindling nu- 
merous fires. The ships having arrived, we 
rose silently in the dead of the night, and 
leaving some men to keep up the fires, in 
order to deceive the enemy, we marched off, 
** wi little diUf^ through the town of Corunna, 
and from thence to the sea side. It was a 
dark and stormy night; numerous small 
boats lay pitching and rolling on the troubled 
vraters ; and our only light came from the 
flambeaux held by some naval officers. The 
scene of confusion that took place baffles all 
description ; nearly the whole of our army 
was assembled here, in the most tumultuous 
manner, and every one rushed indiscrimi' 
nately into the boats, reckless of danger. 
All control and ord^r were now lost, every- 
one shifting for himself, without regarding 
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the order tei k^p by his oWn ^^ttidilar regi* 
ment : as usual in such cases^ we followed 
the example, and were soon scattered among 
the crowd. The confusion was much in- 
creased by the turning loose the baggage 
mules as soon as they were unloaded. 

Having, with infinite difficulty, forced my 
way into a crowded boat, we pulled off from 
the shore. Already many of <the men were 
asleep at the bottom of the boat-— such had 
been their excessive fatigue. The sailors 
who rowed us, anxious to get rid of their 
laborious work; put us on board the vessel 
nearest to the shore, and the consequence of 
this was, that the vessels which lay farthest 
out were not half so much incommoded by 
numbers as our ship was. 

' Daylight coming on, the French opened a 
heavy fire of shot and shells upon the trans- 
ports, from some batteries on the heights ^ 
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and this unexpected salute terrified the 
transport captains so much, that several of 
them gave orders to cut their cables, witjiout 
.firbt taking the necessary precaution to brace 
their yards. Five vessels, in consequence of 
this, ran ashore in the greatest disorder. The 
foolish master of our vessel, seized with the 
same consternation, (a shell having burst at 
the stem, filling the whole ship with smoke,) 
was hastening to follow the rash example 
the others had set, in cutting the cable, when 
we thought proper to prevent him. An 
officer of the 38th regiment, who seemed to 
have some nautical skill, then took the com- 
mand, ordering the sails to be all set first, 
and afterwards that the cable should be cut. 
Although the balls were whizzing through 
tlie rigging now and then, the officer's orders 
were obeyed with great promptitude and 
coolness, and we were soon running out to 
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sea in fine style; not, however, without 
having the satisfaction of seeing- a British 
seventy-four come in, and silence with a 
single broadside the battery which had an- 
noyed ufl| so much. 



b2 
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CHAPTER III. 

Retrospect of the foregoing Campaign — From Comnna to 
Portsmouth— Scenes in a crowded Transport— The 
lucky Beggar — Disembarkation at Ramsgate — The 
Regiment reinforced — Expedition to Walcheren — 
Parallel — Landing in Walcheren— Night Adventures 
at' Campreer i— Sea-Horses — Dutch Simplicity and 
British Knavery — A Fort stormed— .Awful Bom- 
bardment of Flushing.— The fatal Ague breaks ont— 
The Dance of Death — More Sea-Horses — A zniser- 
able exit from Walcheren— .ffumani/y and Courage of 
some British Tars— Deal Hospital— A Visit to 
Olasgow — Return— Scenes in a Leith Smack— Urba- 
nity of Lord Cochrane — The bold Bagman — Peninsnlar 
Preparations. 

Our campaign in the Peninsula had thus 
ended ingloriously^ after a prosperous outset. 
Such had been exactly the case with the 
British about a century before. They at- 
tempted^ under the command of the Earls of 
Peterborough and Galway^ to place Charles 
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the Iliird on the throne of Spain, in opposi- 
tion to the wishea of the French and part 
of &^ -people. Success at first attended 
them ; but the battle of Almanza compelled 
them to relinquish all hopes of effecting their 
design, being obliged to evacuate the country 
entirely. Till the period of which I speak, 
this had been the only attempt made by 
Britain to control Spain, with the exception 
of some predatory naval attacks. Our own 
case was, as I havealreqdy remarked, similar 
to that tpt which I have aUuded, — ^it was an 
attempt to ^ace Ferdinand on the throne in 
this instancy, ras in the former, Charles. 

It: is'not. difficult to account for our failure ; 
the nunjL^ical superiority, of Buonaparte's 
army to that of ours, together with the 
apathy :both of Spaniards and Portugueze to 
the cause, and. other circumstances which I 
may mention | such as making a winter 
campaign, by order pf our government. If 
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Cut route be traced on a map^ it will be 
seen^ that after leaving Portugal^ we passed 
through the provinces of Estremadura^ New 
Castile^ Old Castile^ Leon, and Galicia, be- 
tween the months of October and January. 
As we advanced northwards from Estrema* 
dura, the. country became more and more 
mountainous, till our arrival at Coninna. The 
year, as it advanced, brought upon us all 
the horrors of a severe winter. It was never 
calculated upon, thatthe climate of the motm- 
tainous parts of Spain was so severe. If^ on 
the contrary, we had remained in the fertile 
plains of Estremadura, or marched south- 
wards, we should never have felt what we 
did in this respect, as an eternal spring reigns 
throughout these districts. A close pursuit 
for hundreds of miles, without a regular sup- 
ply of provisions ; the ragged state of our 
clothing ; our constant exposure to the damp 
of the ground ; bad shpes ; and innume^ble 
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c^her inconveniences r- all combined, mac^e 
6000 brave fellows bite the dust, or lather 
themnd. lu consequence of this, vire were 
constrained to leave the neighbourhood of 
this ^pot, which had been the grave of so 
many men. 

I believe the cause of many deaths, and 
incalculable sufferings to those who. sur- 
vived their miseries, was owing io'lefy to 
the bad shoes which were funush^d to the 
army by contractors : it, was thought a good 
shoa that would last a wee^k; but the fc^r 
greatec part of them was destroyed in a 
day or two ! Of course, a constant supply 
could not be kept up at that rate. Many a 
soldier, poor as he was, would have, paid ^ 
guinea out of his own pocket cheerfully to 
get a pair of good shoes. 
, I must speak here, also of the very re- 
prehensible custom of allowing soldiers' 
wves..to follow the army ; so far from their 
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being of any^ service/ they were; on the 
contrary^ a constant bncdeto. Washing, 
which appears naturally a work of iheini, 
was entirely. Ie£t to ourselves^ not' a stitdi 
being ever touched by fhemi Their profligate 
lives were not only the detestation of their 
own husbands, but even of many other sol- 
diers, -^strange as it may appear in the 
latter instance. 

But to return to my narrative : we were 
leaving the Iberian shores — ** nothing 
loath;'' but we found, to our great in- 
oonvenience> that there Were 510 of us to 
be packed on board a very small brig, and 
the whole of this number had entered the 
vessel in such disorder, that the amalga- 
mation of otlr army appeared complete — we 
having no less than part of seventeen re- 
giments on board. It was found necessary^ 
on account of the crowded state of the ship^ 
to cook at separate times; and, notwitfa^ 



standing this, it was extremely diffit^ult to 
find victuals withal; every one was stealing 
from another! and serious battles often took 
place about the privilege of: sotaping the 
fragments. of ]3urgoo from the sides of the 
coppers^ It being impossible to stir without 
trampling pi^ the body of some one or other, 
the hold continually resounded with the 
oaths rand curses of the individuals trampled 
on ;. there was even arinan smothered in the 
course of the voyage, but I believe he was 
intoxicated at the time. We derived some 
amusementrfrpm an officer who was seldom 
or never absent from .the side of the cap- 
stan; during the whole voyage, he was 
continually rubbing his back against it> 
having long since given up, as a hopeless 
case, the idea of freeing himself from the 
innumerable hordes of vermin by which we 
Vrere iufested. As all of us bore the same 
torments, but with rather more equanimity 

e3 . 
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than this gentleman, some jokes were played 
off on him from different quarters. 

To our unspeakable joy, we arrived safe at 
Portsmouth ; but cruel fortune seemed not 
yet tired of castigating us, — a sudden gale 
coming on, compelled us to cut the cable, 
and allow the vessel to drive on the sands : 
happily it abated without doing any serious 
injury. Some sailors were sent to get us off; 
this, however, it required several tides to ef- 
fect. These rude sons of Neptune were always 
coming and going to and from the vessel, 
and as they often looked down the hold, 
they cracked many jokes upon our evident 
misery. 

All the men belonging to the other re- 
giments having been taken ashore left us 
abundant room. We were soon floated 
into deep water, and the rest of the re- 
giment now joined us; but still we were all 
detained on board, — I never could learn for 
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what reason, the rest of the army haying 
been already landed. 

Among the women who were put ashore 
on our arrival at Portsmouth, there was one 
belonging to our regiment who had rather 
the appearance of a bundle of rags than of a 
human being. Upon some of the men 
calling out to her not to expose the re- 
giment, by telling the good English people 
that such a scarecrow belonged to it, she ' 
answered, that she would soon have more 
prize-money than any of us. This even- 
tually turned out truth ; not long afterwards 
she joined us again, finely dressed, and 
having 30/. in her pocket : she had procured 
^1 this by begging:— her lamentable story 
had taken well; but, I dare say, she got 
the money more readily on account of 
having a beautiful child in her arms. 

Being all transferred to a different vessel, 
we were ordered round to Ramsgate, in 
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order to disembark. In passing Beadty-^ 
head we got a sudden alarm^ by the yessel 
heeling so much that her yard^ were in the 
water. A sergeant and twelve men were 
thrown from their births to the bottom of 
the hold; the guns^ coppers^ and other 
moveable articles broke loose ; and a general 
cry was raised that we were going down* 
The danger did not prevent some would- 
be-wits from saying, that there was a 
'* sergeant's command away to the hold." 
In the course of this short voyage I got 
my only shirt stolen off the rigging while it 
was drying; but my rage was soothed by 
new shirts and trowsers being served out to 
every man of us. Having landed at Rams- 
gate, we marched to Ashford barracks. 
Here the old tyrant Death again visited us, 
and the 9lst regiment in particular, with a 
heavy hand — three or four men dying every- 
day for some time, in consequence of brain 
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fever : this was universally allowed to arise 
from their former fatigues. 
. We now marched to Braebumlees^ and 
received a draft of 350 recruits, from Scot- 
land^ besides a number of men volunteered 
into our corps from some English and Irish 
militia regiments. These reinforcements 
made us 1,100 strong, and we formed as 
beautiful a regiment as I ever saw ; very 
different in appearance from what we were 
on our arrival from Spain. In June 1809 
we marched to Portsmouth, and encamped 
there, while the rest of the army was assem- 
bling for the invasion of Walcheren. 

The fatal expedition to Walcheren had 
now been determined upon. We accord- 
ingly embarked in the Belleisle, 74-gun 
ship, having, in addition to our men, some 
horses and artillery on board. Having pro- 
ceeded to Deal, we sailed from that place 
at three o'clock in the morning, on the 28th 
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of July, 1809. Never will I forget the 
glorious sight of the most powerful and 
numerous fleet which ever left the British 
shores, — the sea looked as if it groaned 
under the weight of so many vessels, and as. 
far as the eye could reach a wilderness of 
masts was seen. Thirty-five sail of the 
line, twenty-three frigates, 179 transports, 
and an innumerable quantity of small crafty 
composed this mighty armament, containing 
39,000 troops, under the command of the 
Earl of Chatham. 

What wonderful revolutions does time 
make ! scarcely nineteen centuries ago, Caesar 
invaded Britain with a numerous fleet, and 
found the inhabitants immersed in the 
grossest barbarism, and utterly ignorant of 
sea affairs. Little did he think^ I dare say, 
that the descendants of these very islanders 
would send forth ships to subdue countries 
in every quarter of the globe^ and reign 
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every where undisputed masters of the sea ; 
still less did he thinks that one of their 
smallest frigates would have been sufficient 
to put the whole of his 800 sail to flight. 

But to return from this digression: — 
thirteen hours' sailing enabled us to drop 
our anchors off the island of Walchercn, at 
four o'clock in the afternoon. Next day, 
the whole army got into the boats, which 
all started at a signal for the shore; the 
landing was successfully performed, one 
battery only haying attempted to annoy us, 
and that without effect. Seeing some of the 
enemy lurking in a wood, two of our com- 
panies rushed forward, took two pieces of 
cannon, and some prisoners. We marched 
towards Campveer ; some of our men entered 
a fort by the way, which the enemy had 
evacuated on our approach, and found a 
good dinner, which the French had left, 
ready cooked. It was quite dark when we 
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arrived at the town of Campveer; but 
though we trod as lightly as possible, the 
French sentinel discovered and challenged, 
us. . Immediately after tfais;, a tremendous 
fire of grape-shot was opened upon us j but 
as the garrison fired merely at random, on 
account of the darkness, we did not suffer 
so much as if it had been otherwise. How-* 
ever, the scene was appalling enough,^-^there 
was a constant roar of the guns, the bullets 
were whizzing audibly, and were crushing - 
or lopping off the branches of the surround- 
ing trees. While in this situation, I was sud- 
denly struck to the ground by a ball which 
had entered the side of my knapsack; for- 
tunately I escaped unhurt. Finding that 
we were exposing ourselves needlessly to 
danger, we retreated, with a loss of sixty 
killed and wounded ; * — a heavy price indeed, 
since there had been nothing accomplished. 
We were obliged to lie all night en the bank of 
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a muddy ditch^ with the rain lashing on ug 
the whole, time. Being very thirsty, after 
our midnight wanderings^ we were fain to 
content ourselves with drinking the dis- 
gusting and putrid ditch-water. On ex- 
amining my knapsack, I found the ball had 
gone through a pair of shoes, broken 
a soap-box and button-stick to pieces, zn^ 
finally lodged in a shirt, after passing 
through eleven folds of it. I kept this ball 
for some time, but at last threw it away, it 
being a quarter of a pound in weighty and 
too heavy to carry. 

Kext day we marched round the town, — 
I presume the intention was to discover its 
most assailable point. Several shot and 
shells were thrown at us in doing this, but 
without doing us. any damage. Our guna 
were hauled by a number of sailors from the 
fleet ; these fellows being utterly ignorant of 
land operations, were: continually using their 
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nea terms in dragging ; such as starboard, and 
larboard, and so fortb. We had some diffi^ 
dulty in keeping them to their work ; on one 
occasion, the whole body disappeared, no- 
body knew whither, iill some Dutchmen 
came up and informed us, with great agita- 
tion, that the tars had forced their way into 
the houses^ and were making some rude 
attacks on the frows. Upon receiving this 
intelligence, we went forward, and drove 
them back to the guns at the point of the 
bayonet. 

Finding that nothing could be done in 
the way of entering the strong town of 
Campreer, we continued our march to a 
small village in its environs, and saw on the 
way a French frigate on fire. She had been 
endeavouring to escape up the Scheldt, but 
having grounded in the attempt, the crew 
had set fire to her : as usual, every gun went 
off as the flames came to it. 
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We encamped that night in a hay-field, and 
a party of us was sent for water ; however, 
not a drop was to he had, except that of the 
ditches ; this miserable island being totally 
destitute of springs. One of the men seeing 
a jar in an empty boat, stept on board with 
the idea of its containing gin,- — he raised it 
to his head, and actually swallowed some of 
the liquid before he discovered that it was 
rank train oil. We got plenty of cheap gin 
in the village ; there was as much given for 
a sixpence as for a shilling — the honest Hol- 
landers not seeming to have the smallest 
idea of the respective value of English 
money. Some sharpers among us, seeing 
the poor people's ignorance in this respect, 
furbished up their own copper coins, and 
covering them with quicksilver, passed them 
off* for English coin with great ease ; nay, 
sometimes by merely knocking the eye off 
a button, and flattening it, the workman 
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obtain^ the value of a shilling. I caimot 
help laughing^ Xo think of an old woman, 
who.ke|>t a. kind of grpcery shop, giving 
cdpper coins ;to pur men ip. change^ and in a 
few hours afterwards taking them back as 
si:itpences I 

Leaving our encampment^ we marched on, 
passing through the town of Middleburg in 
the night-time; and still continuing our 
march^ we came unawares^ in the dusk of 
the morning, under the guns of fort Rame-^ 
kins:;: our fiyst warning was given by the 
enemy's fire, but we made a precipitate re- 
treat, without suffering loss. Having arrived 
within a short distaace of Flushing, we lay 
there till the iie^t of the army came up. . 
.Vigorous preparations were now made to 
bombard, the town of Flushing, and our 
constant employment waa, for some time, 
building a battery. The French, as a last 
resource,, cut the sea dike, with the hope of 



SCOTTISH SOLI^IBR. 93 

cramping th^ operations of the :Britiah forces : 
this was obyiated^ however, by: placing stickjs 
at intervals along the edges of the paths, in 
the vicinity of Flushing ; this precaution en- 
abled us to guide our steps with safety 
when the full tide inundated the island* A 
battery, which the enemy had raised near 
ours, annoyed us exceedingly ; we could not 
march out to relieve our- picquet, without a 
fire being opened upon the men. It was 
therefore resolved upon to attempt the suy- 
prisal of this grievous plague. One da^ 
night, two parties were formed ; one of them 
was' ordered to advance silently, and storm 
the battery ; the other to follow in the rear, 
and fill up the cut in the dike if necessary. 
Every thing succeeded as well as could be 
wished I the first party met with no obstruij- 
tion till they stumbled over a French drum- 
mer : this poor fellow was preparing to beat 
*an alarm, when that trouble was saved him 
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by his being thrown over into the sea, drum 
and all. Nothing powerfnl enough presented 
itself to stop the party's progress; they 
pressed on, bore down all opposition, took 
the battery, spiked the guns, secured some 
prisoners, and returned with a loss of diirty- 
eight killed and wounded. 

Meanwhile our sanguinary bombarding 
was going on both from land and sea ; the 
ear was stunned with the continual roar of 
the artillery and the hissing of the rockets ; 
and the heart bled at the sufferings of the 
devoted Flushing people. Night, the usual 
time of suspending hostilities, gave no 
respite : the darkness was dispelled by the 
burning of the houses, set on fire by the 
shells; of these articles I have counted 
fourteen in the air at one time -^ such was 
the immense number thrown. By day the 
line-of-battle ships ranged close to the town» 
and poured in their tremendous broadsides. 
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then> wheeling round, the dose was repeated 

> - • 

from the other sides ; I could discern dis- 
tinctly the dreadful effects of each broad- 
side, an immense cloud of dust mark- 
ing the place, where perhaps a stately 
building stood the moment before! The 
resistance offered to us was, comparatively 
speaking, feeble ; and it appeared afterwards, 
that the wily Frenchmen had compelled the 
unfortunate citizens to work the guns against 
us, and,, by keeping aloof, saved their own 
bacon; the chief loss thus fell upon the 
Hollanders, both in lives and effects. Four 
days of. incessant battering having reduced 
Flushing to a heap of smoking ruins, the 
French finding that their situation was no 
longer tenable, surrendered at discretion. 
Having seen the garrison march out pri- 
soners of war, we proceeded to Middle- 
burgh. 

About this time, that fatal sickness which 



96 VICISSITUDES OF A 

conducted so many to their last home^ made 
its appearance : the medical men were as yet 
unaware of what the complaint was, or what 
it arose from ; they knew not that it was 
the ague, that scourge of marshy countries. 
Continuing our march, we arrived once more 
at Campveer, the place being now in our 
possession. Here we found the troops in a 
deplorable state; disease and death were 
reigning triumphant. The 84th regiment, 
which we were appointed to relieve, was 
already seized with the disease — the men 
were nearly all sick or dead ; the 68th and 
86th were in the same predicament shortly 
afterwards, their shattered remains were 
therefore sent off to England, by wliich 
means we were left alone in the town. 

It was soon found that we were not to 
pass the ordeal of Campveer ague -with 
impunity, as a very short time sufficed 
to throw upwards of 700 men into the 
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hospitals, and return 200 in a sort of 
convalescent state. I was among the latter 
number, tliett is to say, neitlier absolutely 
sick nor in health, and subject at times to 
fits of ague : sometimes a dozen men were 
to be seen shivering with this complaint at 
the same time in the barrack-room. As a 
preventive to the increase of the disease, we 
were often dr^wn up, and jugs of bark 
served out from rear to front. Three hun- 
dred of the guards^ who were sent over from 
South Beveland to our hospital, in a sickly 
state, died off nearly to a man; this con- 
strained us to be continually engaged in thie 
disgusting employment of burying them, as 
well as the dead of our own corps. A 
whole fi^ld had been completely filled with 
bodied^ when the ^cessive fatigue of this 
occupation, united' to our weakened con- 
stittttions, made it necessary afterwards for 

p 
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US to employ the inhabitants in the doleful 
service. 

Litde else but a succession of the same 
horrors occurred during our stay of three 
months in this den of pestilence. We 
remarked that the town's people had care- 
fully picked up the shells and rockets, 
which we had formerly thrown into the 
place while in possession of the French, and 
built them into the very apertures they had 
made in the walls of the houses : I presume 
the citizens intended that the warlike 
missives should thus stand conspicuously, 
as so many mementos to future generations, 
to show their forefathers' sufferings. I re- 
member a story of some of our sailors, who 
belonged to one of the numerous guard 
boats which patrolled the coast, landing on 
the island of Beveland, and surprising a 
French picket, consisting of three men and 
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a corporal. The sailors, not content with 
making them prisoners, burnt their guards 
house; and saying that it was a damned 
pity to take away the fellows without their 
house, the big children actually heaved a 
heavy sentry-box upon their shoulders, and 
brought it in along with the prisoners, 
groaning and sweating under the prepos- 
terous load: 

Only a few days before our final evacua- 
tion of the island, I was attacked in a 
serious manner with the Walcheren sick- 
ness. To describe the torments of the ague 
cannot be interesting ; however, I may state 
some of the sensations I felt : first, a sort of 
listlessness pervades the mind, accompanied 
with firequent yawning, the feet get cold, 
the cold then gradually ascends to the back, 
and in fact through the whole body; a 
universal icy shivering, and a chattering of 
the teeth, next ensue, followed by an ardent 

f2 
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thirst; during the whole progress of the 

disorder the nails of the fingers are perfectly 

white. Two day^ before the regiment took 

its departure I was sent off to Flushii^; 

embarking from thence in a small boat, to 

go out to the transport, I was attacked by 

severe fits of the ague, in consequence of 

the waves dashing over the vessel and 

wetting me to the skin : I was obliged to be 

hauled up the side of the transport nearly at 

the last gasp. After riding at anchor tiH 

the rest of the fleet was ready, we set sail 

for England, seeing first the dpcks and stpie* 

houses of Flushing set on flames, to prevent 

the enemy from rfsaping any advantage ftom 

them. While we were upwsurds of three mileii 

from the Flanders shore^ a 241b. b$dl .came 

from a fort there, shattered our windlass, 

and, continuing its course, . struck off a scprr 

geant's legs in the head-quarter-ship ! 

On our arrival off Deal^ I was placed^ 
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along mth a number of other invalids, in a 
bdat, to be towed ashore by another boat 
manned with sailors: before we had gone 
far, it was discovered that the plug was out, 
and that the \^ter was rushing in upon us ; 
— it had risen already to our knees, when 
the sailor wha steered jumped isuddenly into 
the other boat among his comrades, under 
the pretext of getting us better towed; we 
soon perceived, however, liiat the heartless 
wretches were making preparations to cast off 
the towing line, and abandon us to our fate. 
The water was by this time up to the gun- 
wale — the deep was yawning for its prey, and 
we felt by anticipation olir dying struggles, 
— when we were suddenly relieved from our 
^despohdeney, by one of bur men Parting up, 
loading his piece, and pointing it into the 
other boat: — this kind of airgument was 
irresi^ble to the " gallant British tars;*' 
they instantly laid aside their villanous in- 
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tentions, and the steersman came back 
a very downcast look. A foraging cap was 
now stuffed into the leak, the plug vras 
shortly after found, the towing was resumed, 
hope began to '' tell a flattering tale^'' tiU 
the beach was reached, when it was found 
that no small dexterity was required to land 
us, on account of a heavy surf beating on 
the shore. A party of soldiers belonging to 
a Welsh regiment was employed here to 
carry us ashore; this was performed by 
wading up to their middles, and lifting us on 
their backs ; in this manner the whole party 
was landed safely, except four men, to wit, 
myself, two German soldiers, and another 
man, — the boat having been unexpectedly 
driven on its side by a chance wave : it soon 
righted, however, but not without putting us 
in imminent jeopardy of our lives by drown- 
ing. We were at length dragged ashore/like 
drowned rats, and placed in a waggon, to be 
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carried to Deal. Just at that very loaoment/ 
the inspiring notes of some well-known 
bugles burst on my ear ; I could not be mis- 
taken, the 71st had landed about the same 
time as myself, — how much did I regret that 
there was no opportunity of joining them ! 
But my debilitated state effectually pre- 
vented that. 

I was now in the Deal hospital, where the 
greatest attention was paid me, particularly 
by an orderly man of the hospital, whom I 
discovered to be a native of Glasgow. He 
took me to his own ward, and administered 
to my wants with the utmost kindness and 
solicitude, during the whole time that I was 
in the place, which was three weeks. Such 
is the .strange nature of mankind, that, 
merely becaulSe I drew my breath first 
among a certain heap of stones, another 
man, coming from the, same heap, should 
do every thing in his power to serve me; 
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whereas, had I unfortunately belonged to 
any other place, .perhaps it would have stood 
hard with me, if I ever recovered. 

It would, perhaps, be considered improper 
in me to dwell long in making remarks 
upon the hackneyed subjects of the folly of 
ministers imordering such an invasion as that 
of Walcheren; the imbecility of the oom- 
mander of the land forcefi^; and the inexpe- 
diency of bombarding . Flushing. That the 
expedition was miserably disastrous, both 

« 

in the loss of lives among the soldiers, and 
in the wsCste of money to the nation, no ons 
can deny; but.it is doing no more than 
justice to the planners of it, to say, that they 
had not the remotest idea of the baneful- 
ness of the olimate, altiiQugh so near it*- 
a fact unexampled in histcny; and this* as 
it is well known, was the primary cause of 
our ill success. As to the general, I believe 
he did every thing in his power to fulfil bis 
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orders ; with the exception, perhaps, of being 
rather dilatory. The bombardment of Flush- 
ing was, in my humble opinion, preferable 
to the dreadful effects of storming the place. 

It is also superfluous to descant upon the 
manners and customs of the Dutch; the 
contiguousness of their coimtiy*to England 
would form of itself a palpable reason for 
this. For instance, their universal habit of 
cleanliness, and theiv practice of smoking 
tobacco, are well known even to the most 
illiterate people. 

I now joined the regiment at Braebum- 
lees ; but finding myself still unwell, I ob- 
tained leave of absence for three months, 
and went home to Glasgow. The ague 
continued to stick close by me nearly the 
whole time I was there. An old sailor ad- 
vised me to take some brandy mixed with 
gunpowder; it might be imagination, but 

f3 
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after swallowing this rough medicine, I fowid 
myself gradually getting better. 

Leaving old Glasgow once more, I returned 
to the south. Coming up in the London 
smack, two hours after leaving Leith, one 
of the passengers entered into a conversa- 
tion with me, inquiring if I had been at 
Walcheren, the number of my regiment, 
whether I would like best to be a sailor or a 
soldier, and such like chit-chat : the steward 
at this time calling the cabin passengers to 
tea, the stranger went down along with 
them, but soon came up again, carrying a 
porringer of tea and a roll — these he politely 
forced me- to accept. Next day, another 
passenger, who had the appearance of an 
English traveller, tired, seemingly, with the 
monotony of a sea life, challenged, for a 
pastime, any of the company to ascend to 
the mast-head with him; none but the 
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stranger took him up. They both accord- 
ingly climbed to the very top ; but, in con- 
formity to the usual custom, two sailors 
mounted after them, and tied the traveller 
to the mast, where he hung, the laughing- 
stock of every passenger, until he promised 
to pay a bottle of rum to the* crew. The 
traveller now came down, I dare say rather 
nettled at the issue of his exploit, and at 
the stranger for not being tied up also. I 
was not near enough to distinguish every 
word, but I could plainly discover that high 
words were likely to ensue between the 
climbers; this, however, was suddenly put 
a stop to, by the steward whispering into the 
traveller's ear, that he was speaking to Lord 
Cochrane. The Englishman was dumb in- 
stantly : — such is the effect of a title, a great 
name, or the possession of money, that even 
the most independent^spirited man is invo- 
luntarily awed for a time by such advantages. 
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although he may be in the right. It ym 
through these means that I found oat ibat 
my generous and truly noble entertainer, 
and Lord Cochrane, were one and the same 
person. 

Haying again joined the regiment at Brae- 
bumlees, we marched oflF to Deal, where we 
lay till the month of September ; 600 of 
the most effective men in the raiment were 
then picked out to senre in the Peninsula : 
the rest of the corps had not yet recovered 
from the effects of their Walcheceii trip* I 
was thought efficient enough to be enrolled 
among the former number : our commander 
was by this time changed. Colonel Vtxk 
having gone into the Portugueze service : the 
command was now jointly swayed by the 
Colonels Peacock and Reynolds. 
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vering the retreat of the British Army— Bravery of 
Rae— Effect of over-caution— ^Catching a Tartar i* 
Rae*s Reward— Retreat to the Lines— Anecdotes— 
French Retreat to Santarem— A pursuit— Snip ver- 
sus Crispin «— Fracas with the 92d .a. A Highland Seer 
mm. WmUa quarters established at Alcintrina — - Divers 
Amusementa— French Retreat, our Advance — ^Cruelties 
— Explanations -« Generosity -«. Hardships— A won- 
derful Story— The Biter bit— Villainy— Advance 
into Spain— Long Straw's Rogueries. 

Two fiigates havitig been appointed to take 
us out^ we embarked at Deal, and sailed 
next morning. This voyage was as prosperous 
as could be expected, — fourteen days' sail- 
ing enabling us to land at Black-horse 
Square, Lisbon, on the 28th of September, 
1810. We lay some days in the city ; camp 
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equipage was then served out/ the soldiers' 
wives who had children were all obliged to 
remain^ — express orders being given to that 
effect. Having been thus freed from all un- 
necessary impediments, we marched up the 
country to join that army which had been 
reaping its laurels at Talavera, about the 
very time we were sailing to fill the fenny 
graves of Walcheren. 

Arriving at-Mafra, a palace belonging to 
the king of Portugal, we were quartered in 
it for a few days. The sergeants, who were 
sent before us to allot the different lodgings 
to the men, found the upper apartments 
swarming with such hosts of fleas, that when 
we entered the place, we beheld the sergeants 
stripped naked, banging their clothes against 
the walls, in order to shake out these petty 
but;troublesome enemies. It was then found 
absolutely necessary for us to evacuate the 
best places in the house, and retire to the 
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ground flat, where there was a stone. floor^ 
— resigning thus, for comfort's sake, every 
idea of contending longer with the fleas ; 
no doubt a wonderful triumph to the insect 
world over armed men. 

About this time Colonel Cadogan joined 
us/ having been appointed to the command 
of the regiment. He made an animating 
speech to us on this occasion, the substance 
of which was — his satisfaction at obtaining 
the command of our *' heroic corps," — a 
command which he had long ardently panted 
for, — his hopes of having the honour to lead 
us on to higher achievements than we had 
ever yet performed, and so on. 

Continuing our march, we fell in with 
immense numbers of the unfortunate Portu- 
gueze people, who had been literally turned 
out of house and hall ; they were travelling 
towards Lisbon, as the only place of refuge 
from the baleful influence of the contending 
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armies. A large tract of country had been 
laid waste, and their houses desolated, to 
prevent the French from receiving supplies 
in the pursuit of our army^ which it seems 
was retreating with rapid strides towards 
the coast. The wretched and emaciated 
looks of the Portugueze travellers were truly 
piteous to a feeling heart ; some of them 
were mounted on cars, such as sick and 
children; but by far the greater number 
were crawling painfully along on their feet: 
I particularly remarked many frail old wo- 
men endeavouring to support their tottering 
steps with staffs. The sufferings of many a 
British inhabitant have been, and are at 
times, great ; but the above-mentioned sight 
convinced me, th&Lt we have endured bat 
little in compariscm to the Portugueiee. 
Unless we go back hs far as the times of 
Cromwell, the Pretender, or pricr to thdse 
unhappy periods,— our country has remained 
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for a long time in happy ignorance of the 
real horrors of war. 

We now saw Lord Wellington for the first 
time since the battle of Vimiera; and soon 
after we arrived at the town of Sobrlftl. Here 
we met our army in full retreat from the 
field of Busaco ; this battle had been fought 
only two days before we landed in Portugal. 
A wofill change had taken place in the ap- 
pearance of Sobral since I saw it last ; tiieh 
a more beautiful or lively place never existed ; 
but now the houses were gutted, the gardens 
destroyed, and the busy hum of its fonner 
inhabitants hushed : a half-starved hog Or 
two might occasionally be seen stealingaTong 
the deserted streets ; but these, with an old 
crippled woman, who could not make h^r 
escape, and a cat, were the only natives 'of 
the place to be found. However, as part of 
the army (our own regiment was in the mrm«> 
ber) took up quarters for the night in the 
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town^ the solemn stillness was soon dissolved; 
military bustle is well calculated to banish 
all romantic reflections. 

Towards the close of next day, the enemy 
made their appearance : we were purposely 
left alone to engage them, being supposed to 
.be fresher than the rest of the army, who 
.were much knocked up by their laborious 
retreat : perhaps it might also have been in- 
.tended that we should come in for a share of 
the . fighting, and make up our lee-way in 
that respect. Notwithstanding our best efforts 
to the contrary, the Frenchmen drove us out 
of the town, though not without a good deal 
of "difficulty; they at length retreated in 
their turn. We bivouacked that night mid- 
way between the French and British armies, 
but marched back in the morning, and occu- 
pied Sobral again. Half of our conipany 
was now sent out on picket; I remained 
along with the other half, in a house where 
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a quantity of dried fish was found ; this, in 
addition to plenty of rice and Indian com, 
contributed materially to making us all very 
merry : for the immediate prospect of meat 
draws forth cheerfulness at once from hungry 
men. An oven being in the place, many set 
to and baked abundance of bread, not only 
with the intention of fiUing their beUies. but 
their haversacks besides ; out *' here to-day 
and gone to*morrow'^ sort of life, putting us 
under the necessity of breaking the Christian 
mandate of ^^ take no heed for to-morrow«'' 
But, alas ! we were unexpectedly roused from 
these intellectual enjoyments, by orders to 
turn out, and join the picket on the outside 
of the town. Catching up our firelocks with 
some reluctance, we issued forth, and effected 
the junction. Scarcely had we dcme so, 
when General Erskine rode up, and ordered 
us to retreat, as the enemy were advancing. 
By the time we had retraced our steps back 
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to the towii> we found the rest of tlie tegi- 
meat drawn up under arms: tbe general 
then ordered two companies <to poeft tbeiir- 
fielves on a 'neighbouring hill, which wis 
thickly covered with tines. The intention 
of this was, to amuse the enemy ^ as it were^ 
while we were effecting our escape. The 
'Vtencb, botii infantiy and cavalry, were by 
this time nearly close to us ; they presented 
a numerous and imposing iVont; — ^we were, 
therefore, again obliged to suffer ourselves 
to be driven through the town at double 
quick time: hurrying past the house we 
had left with so much regret, one of us ran 
in at a venture, and brought out a loaf from 
the oven, at the expense of a burnt hand. 

At length we halt^ from our race at the 
Outside of the town ; the two companies soon 
after made their appearance, closely pursued 
by the French. The vine trees which they 
had to force through in their flight had the 
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usual peculiarity of (hatching a tenaciduB hold ; 
of any person who presutDes to inrade their 
territories^ especially if he is in haste; tfai» 
being the c^e with owr comrades, it was 
with some difficulty that they surmounted 
the obstacles which both Ae French and the 
vines threw in thl^ir way* They now joined 
usj having, upon the whole» cov^ed our re- 
treat with great skills and succeeded [in 
attracting much of the enemy's attention. 
Just as they came up to us, one of them re- 
ceived a ball from the French^ in some part 
or other of his body, the sudden smart of 
which made him spring up. several feet in 
the air, in the same manner that a cock 
does : we were inconsiderate enough to raise 
a horse laugh at the man's misfortune, but 
this was mther at the oddity of his behaviour 
in retceiving it. 

The enemy having for the present; ceased 
hostilities, we bivouacked for the night in a 
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ploughed field ; no comfortable bed, indeed, 
considering that we had, in addition, a high 
wind and frequent showers of rain. Next 
day, having got on our greatcoats and bon- 
net covers, the enemy attacked us with 
greater vigour and resolution than ever« We 
heard afterwards that this extraordinary 
fierceness was occasioned by their taking us 
for Portugueze, on account of our change of 
dress : it is necessary to say here, that the 
French had hitherto been accustomed to 
drive the Portugueze like sheep before them. 
A continual skirmishing was kept up the 
whole, day, from behind walls and other 
places of ambush. At one time, the enemy 
came on in such overwhelming numbers, that 
we were obliged to retreat rather precipi- 
tately over a wall. One 'of our men, named 
Rae, a native of Paisley, and the oldest man 
in the regiment, not being so active in ascend- 
ing the wall as the rest of us, and perhaps 
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being apprehensive of receiving a bayonet 
thrust jpar derriire while doing so, he chose 
courageously to stand his ground alone: 
the first enemy that approached he shot dead, 
the next he bayoneted^ a third shared the 
same fate — ^and the ancient hero then coolly 
effected his retreat. Another man, while 
coming over the wall, received no less than 
a dozen of bullets through his greatcoat and 
canteen, without suffering a single wound in 
any part of his body. But another poor 
fellow did not escape so well ; he had, for 
security's sake, cunningly pulled as many 
stones out of the wall as would admit the 
barrel of his musket. While he was in a 
crouching attitude, preparing to keep up an 
incessant fire on the enemy from his loop- 
hole, a ball came from them, and, by a re- 
markable accident, entered the very aperture 
and his eye at the same instant, leaving him 
dead on Uie spot. 
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Before the heat of the engagement come 
Qn> we Trere honoured with a yint ftom an 
officer who had held, not long before, a high 
rank in the r^^ment. We were rather sur- 
prised at his unusual boldness, in coming 
without , compulsion to a place where there 
was danger, as it had hitherto been notorious 
to us all, that when there was any thing like 
fighting in the case, the gentleman in ques- 
tion would rather have been in Lapland. 
But our wavering doubts of his returning 
courage were soon dissipated, inconsequence 
of two or three balls from the French whist-' 
ling through the air : this unexpected salnte 
so petrified the unhappy heh>, that he cried 
to us in a palpitating voice, " He was afraid 
his hone would be shot/' Looking round 
then, and dreading the approach of more 
leaden- almonds, he told us to tell Colonel 
Cadogan that '^ he had called upon him ;" 
so saying, he galloped ofi* like lightning. 
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amidst the Bneers of the solcUery. Perhaps, 
after all, sach a man as this deserves pity 
rather than contempt. 

General Erskine and' Colonel Cadogan 
having been eye-witnesses of Rae's bravery, 
afterwards ordered him to be presented with 
a medal, bearing the following inscription : 

To John Rae, 
for his ezemplaiy courage and good 
oondnct as a Soldier, at Sobral, 
' UUl Oi^tober, 1810. 

He also had the offer of being appointed 
to the rank of a sergeant, but this he refused : 
he was a man of a gloomy disposition ; in 
short, a Methodist. It is remarkable enough, 
that the medal was made out of a common 
dollar, by one of the men, in a manner which 
would have done no discredit to the best 
siiveiismith : this man had never been bred 
to such a profession, but was of ia.n ingenious 
turn in all respects. 

G 
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The din of war having ended, we now got 
time to look around us. It was founds in the 
first place, that the ploughed field we stood 
upon had got so wet with the heavy rain, 
that it was with difficulty any one could 
walk over it; no sooner was one foot dragged 
forward, than the other sunk deep, and stuck 
fast in the soil: in fact, our appearance 
could, without exaggeration, have been com* 
pared to that of bees among tar. One man, 
who, I presume, had been a weaver, tormented 
by the pains of his former fatigue, and the 
annoyance of his present state,, was heard to 
exclaim, that he would rather be working an 
*^ eight and twa*' at bpm^ than be at this 
work. 

When the sun had sunk beneath the ho* 
rizon, or, in other words, when it was dark, 
we retreated oyer a hill where; a fort was 
situated ; its proper name I know not, but 
among us it went by the . name of the B)t^ 
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Battery: this was the utmost point which 
the enemy advanced to, in the direction of. 
Lisbon, at this time. We now arrived at a 
village, where we took up our quarters. We 
were joined at this place by the 60th ai^i 
92d regiments, which had just landed ii^. 
Portugal. Continuing our progress^ ,w« arr 
rived and halted at Sobreira ; the eiaiemy had. 
by this time occupied Sobral, which being 
only a mile distant from ua, consequently the 
enemy's sentinels and our own wer^ :quito^ 
close to each other. Constant emf^ym^n^ 
was now given us as labourers. We wer^ 
engaged in cutting dofvm, for instance, many 
orange groves^ to build, bteast-works, or^ 
properly speaking, assisting in the .formation 
of those famous lines which baffled the skill 
and utmost efPortsjofMassena to penetrate* . 
The lines being completely finished, we 
lay in sight of the enemy for six weeks. . Few 
important events took place all that while. 

g2 
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Hftying Utile to do, we sometimes employed 
QUrBdveB in Bearching for the corn wUeh 
the Portuguese had hid under ground : our 
syktam tidoiaig this was, to find out a fm* 
iicalor > pktutm where the ground sounded 
hoUow^ silitiie stamp of a fodt. When siu^h 
ft dipdorfefy'was^idMKiei a ramrod was dm^ 
iloWnftDi>preve/the(piiisedeeiof the;gi:ain; by 
these uumab gt cteitl^nantitiei were ofteaCouo^ 
A: iiiduaft\^wfaio& slay- (between the enen^y^ 
^^kHit/'4M'^o^i(Grvm>f t^^ greatly faniadLdfar 
containing a good store of wine; whzdicicf 
eoM^ ^faidf^dO'ievmieT; or at least nobMy 
'kn^W'of'darM Where he was: the ndva of 
this AthW the bibbers of both armies in flods 
td 'the place. Many were to be seen slij^ping 
cautiously out, to evade the observatioa cH 
the 'sentinels, and repairing to the general 
rendezvous: a form of politeness was. -kept 
up even there-^the British waiting on* the 
outside of the house till the French soldiers 
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had satisfied t&emselves with the '' rosy 
wine ;'' they then went in to the same woik, 
while the French waited in their turn to 

renew the attack. Before the lOdd to this 

« 

house had been universally known^ some of 

oiir men met a Highlander returning from ii, 

half-seas-over : they asked him sereralqiiefr- 

tions^ such as, if the liquor was good.; hat 

the only reply that could be drawn from 

Donald vms, 'Hhat it is sin but9ousands.o%^' 
meaning thereby, that the vnne was thioj^bn^ 

plenty of it. ' , , . 

One day, some of the men Ixeing put. in 

search of oranges, a young Irish lad,. one of 

the party, fell by some means or other into 

the hands of the French* Some time aft^ 

this, in the course of the enemy's retreat, we 

found him extended on the road, so reduced 

by hunger, sickness, and fatigue, that no- 

hody knew him, not even his own brpther. 
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vrho was alsb in the regunetit: the ^t 
wretch was at lai^t bnfy recogfaised by; some 
marks On his clothes : he died, however, soon 
Afterwards* 

Another ^ay I saw Mairshal Massena come 
down pretty near ub, accompained only by 
two loir three of his staff: he was ftpparentty 
teconnoitering oar position, taking sefenl 
peeps through a telescope in our directitfi« 
' Alfhongh the Marshal was completely wiibiD 
our reach, tio one thought of firing at W»» 
as we knew that the French would be as ho- 
nourable as ourselves in this respect, if tbey 
had the same opportunity. At the end 
of six weeks, as I said before, the enemy re- 
linquished their blockade, and decamped in 
the* night-time, without' beat of drunii in 
consequence of their provisions bein^ en- 
tirely exhausted; It was the middle of the 
following day before we discovered their 
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retreat ; the lines were in consequence eva« 
cuated with great speedy and an immediatj^ 
pursuit commenced. 

While we were passing hurriedly throng 
the town of Sobral once more> some ]l^gible 
chalked letters on a door met our eyes — t^^y 
were to this effect, — '* twa of the, 71^4. A^i?;" 
some of us i^rent accordingly ipjtq ,t)i^;^puse« 
and found two of our me^, whQ.jb^d,|b^ien 
taken prisoi^ers . by .the. Fj;fjDEh;}jl?ptj^,fif the 
mrfbrtunate fellows weretd^^J^, feft^ A^s 
of a leg e^oh. The liu^nft. sa^tj^J^n, gf ^e 
'enemy, in guiding us to th^ir assistanqe^ de- 
served some applause : I question if ithe w;ar- 
riors of any oth^r nation but the Frenqh and 
British would have had the genero3ity>to 
perform such an action. 

In the course of the pursuit, a party of 
our cavalry having captured some Fi^eQch 
prisoners, and brought them in, to deliver 
them to the charge of Colonel Cadogan, — a 
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sergeant was sent along with them, to point 
out the way to his quarters. While the ser- 

• ■ 

geant was doing this, walking at the head of 
the cayalcade, he fell accidentally into a 
draw-well. This occurrence alarmed the pri- 
soners, who supposed that the sudden va- 
nishing of the. unfortunate guide was a trick 
io decoy them to an untimely end : however, 
he was hauled out, after having stood for 
some time up to the chin in water. 

After continuing the pursuit for some days, 
our head-quarters were established at Car- 
taxo, the enemy having halted at Santarem, 
with the resolution of standing their ground- 
We then marched to the vicinity of the latter 
place, in expectation of giving battle ; but it 
was soon discovered that the French had 
posted themselves in such an advantageous 
position, that any effort of ours to dislodge 
them would be ineffectuaL We lay before 
the town a whole day, during which time 
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Colonel Cadogan, with the intention of 
creating amusement, set every trade in the 
regiment to ran races with each other; the 
victors were rewarded with rum : the tailors 

and shoemakers, I recollect, had a keen 

« 

contest* 

> 

In the evening we marched to a village, 
to take up quarters : through some mistake, 
a party of us and a party of .the 92d were 
told off, or billeted, on the same house. For- 

*. • • ' i) .'- V '15) n\ qi! 9(ltiJ M.' . 

tunately for u^, we had taken possession^ of 
it fir^t, as^it was not long till the 9^d Jjarty 
appeared, demanding admittance, and , com- 
n^anding us^ in an imperious fone, to turn 
out : this hard condition was absolutely re-; 
fused, it being a very wet rough night ; upon 
which they sent for their Colonel, thinking, 
no doubt, to terrify us into submission by 
this pieans : but on his arrival, our officer 
answered his. blustering threats by sternly 
repeating pur fixed determination to remain 

g3 
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where we were. Finding that it was impo^ 
sible to effect an entrance^ they quietly re* 
treated, to roost in some other place ; where, 
I know not. Our excitation ' had been so 
great, that I verily believe blood would have 
been shed ere our expulsion could have been 
effected. Next day we marched to Alma- 
stairs, and were quartered there in a nunnery 
and a convent contiguous to one another. 

Truly, little respect wa? paid here to the 
sanctity of the Catholic religion by the men; 
many of them were to be seen washing their 
shirts in the holy watiwr fonts ; one fellow 
also took the wooden image of a saint, and 
threw it into a fire which was kindled at the 

- • • 

chapel door, crying at the same time, '* Doyf^ 
with popery !'^ A Highland officer belonging 
to the 92d happened unluckily to enter at 
the time, and seeing this, was so shocked 
and scandalised at the supposed sacrilege oi 
the action (being a Catholic himselO^that 



SCOTTISH SOLDIEB. 131 

he expressed himself to this effect : *^ You 
seventy-furst will cum to a pad end one tay." 
The French had only evacuated the nunnery 
the night before our arrival ; they had, with 
the mischievous taste of monkeys^ torn and 
destroyed a humber of books and papers be* 
longing to the nuns, and, in short, turned 
every thing topsy-turvy : it must be owned, 
however, that we were not backward in com? 
pleting the work of destruction, as all the 
movable furniture was broken down and 
used up for our fire-wood. 

All thoughts of disturbing the enemy at 
Santarem being given up for the present, we 
moved on to the deserted village of Alcin-^ 
trina, and there took up our winter quarters* 
The weather being cold, and having nothing 
to shelter ourselves but the naked walls of 
the houses, we were put to great shifts for 
the sake of snugness at night ; we had then 
to take off part of our clothes, to serve as a 
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kind of eottches, counterpanes were formed 
by greiitcoats, and our legs being thrust 
through the sleeves gave additional wanntb. 
Our time in this place was passed rather mo- 
notonously ; faoweveir, every kind of amuse- 
ment that we could invent was put in practice. 
The officers often exercised themselves by 
riding horse >and ass races ; games of foot- 
ball and ciieket were also instituted ; besides 
occasional dances, to the sound of the bag- 
pipe/ At oth«r times, we had recourse to 
our old plan of proving the ground with 
mndrods : com and clothes were generally the 
fruits of our labour ; but at one time some- 
thing like a box was felt : fired with tbe 
hope of gold, or some other rich prize, aU 
around fell to digging up the earth; but, 
klas ! when the object of our search was ex- 
posed to view, it proved to be a coffin, con- 
taining the body of a Portuguese. The place 
being at some distance from any burying- 
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ground, we were the more surprised at the 
discovery ; in fact, it is the umyersal custom 
of that country to bury the dead under 
churches. However, without questioning 
whether the knife of the assassin, or the ex- 
communication of the priest, had caused the 
corpse to be placed here, we closed the coffin, 
and put it into its former situation, leaving 
the ashes to moulder, unseen moie by mortal 
eye. 

At length, about the beginning of March 
1811, the enemy retreated from, their strong 
position at Santarem : in consequence of this, 
we broke up our quarters, and joined in the 
pursuit, passing by the way through the vil- 
lage of Torres Novas. Every day the ad- 
vanced guard of our army and the enemy's 
rear-guard were engaged. The miserable 
effects of a rapid retreat began already to be 
visible ; we were continually passing over the 
bodies of men and horses who had been slain. 
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wounded, or knocked up by fatigue; but 
not one of the human beings was atiye^in 
consequence of the crowds of cowardly For- 
tugueze ruffians who were hanging con- 
stantly on the way, killing and stripping 
erery man that lay helpless on the ground. 
This was all done under the specious pre- 
tence of patriotism, and the desire of avenging 
the injuries they had received from the 
French : but the true nature of these jackab 
was soon discovered, and the direct lie given 
to their patriotic professions, by their mur- 
dering indiscriminately every Briton, as well 
as Frenchman, who was so unfortunate as to 
be unable to offer resistance ; besides, all of 
them earned large sacks to contain the spoils 
of the victims. We got so exasperated at the 
conduct of these fellows, that they, for secu- 
rity's sake, always carried on their unhallowed 
work at a respectful distance from us. 
However, it must be ovmed, that the 
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French retaliated in the most cruel manner ; 
and^ it is more than probable^ the innocent^ 
not the guilty, were the chief sufferers. 
Every house and village we came to was 
found in flames, and the fate of their in- 
habitants was horrible to the last degree. 
Scott, in his Vision of Don Roderick, de- 
scribes their miseries thus :— 

" O, triumph for the fiends of lust and wrath I 
Ne*er to be told, yet ne*er to be forgot, 

What wanton horrors markM their wrackful path ! 
The peasant butchered in his ruined cot, 
The hoary priest even at the altar shot, 

Childhood and age given o*er to sword and flame, 
Woman to infamy ;— Jio crime forgot. 

By which inventive demons might proclaim 

Immortal hate to man, and scorn of God's great name ! 

Xhe rudest sentinel, in Britain bom. 
With horror paused to view the havoc done^ 

Gave his poor crust to feed some wretch forlorn, . 
Wiped his stem eye, then fiercer grasped his gun.'' 

Such was the extremity of hunger among 
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the Portug^eze, that it was common to see 
them eagerly picking up and eating the 
grains of com at the; places where cavalry 
horses, were fed. Haying arrived at the 
town.of Pombal^ where a part of the army 
was engaged^ we continued advancing. The 
awful spectacle pf the whole town of Con- 
dftcia^ XA fl£|f;i^.^^xt eqgaged qui; attentien: 
this ipl^ ajjf^^a to ha^e been afa^hion- 
abte. rR90i;^,,(^..^.,poTt,ugupze nobility afld 
gentry^ .fhp J^ua^, being all stately apd 
magAificif p.t; i, \}}it a sad. change was rapidly 
taking pl^c^ — ,a devouring fire raging un- 
checked .on both sides of the streets as we 
marched through. 

^ I haye, iio )vish to extenuate the excesses 
of the French army in this retreat; — on the 
contrary, I think I felt just as much for the 
Portugueze as the common run of people 
did,: yet there are some circumstances which 
ought to be recollected. Had the Biritish 

t r I 
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been placed in the same, predicameht as the 
French were, — ^^that is to say, had they been 
the enemies and invaders of Portugal, they 
would have found it to be a very different 
thing from being friendly allies ; they woxdd 
have found that they had to contend with 
a treacherous and ferocious set of people; 
who neglected no means, however base or 
unworthy, to cut off an inoffensive straggling 
soldier ; besides having, in addition, to cope 
with an army of foreigners as valiant as 
themselves. These grievances would have, 
in consequence, roused and goaded jkhem oh 
to revenge ; the nature of war also having a 
tendency to render the heart callous and 
to brutify the mind, they would, excited by 
blind fury, have been induced to go farther in 
their retaliation than the rules of justice 
prescribed : in short, I have httle hesitation 
in saying, that the British would have com- 
mitted the same enormities as the French 
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dkl, had they beoQ in the same sittsraiaon. 
Another thing is, the French army waa fiur 
from being composed wholly of Frenchmen ; 
«^i-the unceasing wars of Buonaparte had 
drained France of men, the d^ciencies were 
therefore made up out of conquered cchuh 
Aries, such as Germany and Italy-— conse- 
quently the nstires of these countries were 
meceenariesyi having no cause to fight Ibr: 
-as whateteff' victory they might contribute 
ite gain/ they knew that the French alone 
,Would haiire all the credit, they therefore 
•determined that their masters should hare 
aU the 'odium. too, — so that there is little 
doubt) but that the mercenaries weiB dms 
the principal perpetrators of the before-nien- 
tioned cruelties. Away then with our vulgar 
prejudices against the French: let us look 
•at our proceedings in India, or in the Ame- 
Tican war, where Germans were also em- 
ployed ; haying done so,, it is highly hypo- 
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critical to exc&im dgakist.the Fre^c& in the 
l^reseat case, or to Bay rnoce than deplore ia 
geneiral the detieporating effects: of wdr. - 

After leaving Obndttciaf ifve were destitnte 
of proviaoos' for .three days, the eoiuttily 
being in a msuaner eaten, up ; ithe: usual at^ 
lowance of rum was still served ont, how*- 
eyer,*^but empty Btomachs aad .aideiit 
spirits do not agree weU together; in dieirt, 
^ moderertef quacntity wasenffici^tt to.i'eiider 
a person intoxicated, and!thi8 i^ras the.caee 
with die most of ue. ^Hie enemy were also 
reduced to such straits for meat, that they 
were obliged to feed on ass and horse flesh ; 
the skins of Ihe asses were often to be seen 
lying on the road, and the. carcass of almost 
every dead horse we passed^ by had either 
one or both hips cut of : to judge by appear- 
ance^ that part of the horse must be the 
most savoury-— *none of us; however, knew 
by experience. 
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Coming up one night with the enemy's 
rear, the light division of our army engaged 
them, but they retired precipitately over the 
river Ceira, blowing up the bridge, to stop 
the pursuit ; a number of the^ enemy, who 
were still on it, lost their lives in conse- 
(foence of the explosion being performed too 
hastily. ' That night we saw a number of 
asses which had been hamstrung: if they 
had not been suffering excruciating agony, 
we should have been tempted to laugh at 
the dxoll contortions of the poor creatures,* — 
they lay huddled together among some mud, 
and whenever any person approached, a 
general kicking and sprawling took place* 
' In bivouacking at this place, we had to 
endure the combined miseries of a wet night 
and hunger. Next morning, one of the men 
who- had been foraging brought in a bag 
of Indian com : with this inestimable trea- 
sure he generously went round the whole 



SCOTTISH SOLDIEfi. li} 

con^pany> giving each of us a hwdful. Soon 
after this, three days' allowance of beef w^ 
served out, which quickly restored hilar^y, 
and kept the cooks and jaws hard at work 
for. the remainder of the day. Tbe.Uowing 
up of the bridge had retarded oui; ^vance 
%tpfft,dgiya; h\Ao^ a,fQi:di.b^ingif[^HJ<^v«|^ 
we f^osspd the, river, on .thj^ 17tJirof Mqyefej 
w4.cQntinued,om: jpa^ifiivf ffTjjJiwfl^g^eiNii.^ 
d^?r We.th^ lialted^ftgf^?^ fm^fki^^nn 
sp]f^ purpose.. of. ,?efr^dl99g3.flfflsfjR^ J. ^ 
word vra^ rather misp^pe^^i^jpOfj^iB^^^^ 
w,0,,.had nothing to eat-r-it.itifa^g.frMty 
generally allowed, that meat constitutes m 
incopsiderable part of refreshment to hungcy 
i^n* About this time we were regaled '.by 
Lord Wellington reviewing us. 

Any. Uttle.savings the meu/had made wece 
n9]ir obliged to be thrown away in puirebasiii^ 
sp^^thing to.stay the gnawing of th@ur sto- 
0^(^8,— ofteahave I se^n a priTat^pay a 
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dollar for a small biscuit^ thinking himself 
happy to get it at any price. This time en- 
abled the butchers of the army to reap a 
golden harvest, they having the offals of all 
the bullocks they slew as perquisites : the 
most nauseating garbage was sold at enor- 
mous prices. The greasy rogues, knowing 
their power, held tenaciously at the prices 
they had laid down ; and rather than do 
otherwise, they would sometimes actually go 
and bury the carrion under ground.. Many of 
the men were detected herein stealing honey 
from some hives in the neighbourhood ; the 
colonel discovered the thieves by looking for 
all those who had their faces stung by the 
bees : the culprits were punished by extra 
pickets, or a temporary stoppage of their 
rum : — but surely it should have been recol- 
lected that necessity is all-powerful. 

Continuing our march through the north 
of Portugal, we began to observe that the 
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country was getting more and more barren^ 
and that every house was in a state of beastly 
filth. Happening to be billeted on a house 
along with some others^ its loathsome Au- 
gean-stable-like appearance had nearly saved 
the inmates the trouble of entertaining us : 
however, concealing our disgust as much as 
possible, in the same manner as the wolf did 
in the ape's den, we entered. Stepping to- 
wards the fire-place to dress oilr victuals, 
the black ferocious-looking laiidlord called 
to us not to set our feet upon his mother $ 
astonished at this warning, no person being 
apparently in sight of that description, we 
looked round more particularly, and disco- 
vered something in the form of a human 
being lying crumpled up in the corner of the 
ash-rpit, .which was a step lower than the 
floor : it was with gredt difficulty we could 
believe. that it was one of our own species 
before our eyes, she actually being little 
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larger than a full-^own hen! The host 
told us that she had lain for upwards of 
thirty years in the ash-^pit/ nearly in. the 
same position; 2Lge, therefore, not a dwarfish 
nature, had reduced the creature to a dimi- 
nutiye size, and the strange attitude un- 
doubtedly had materially helped to efiect the 
same. After this time, haying no wish to 
intrude on the privacies of such people^ we 
went out of doors and cooked. 

Arriving at the village of Salorica, some 
of the men went out secretly to '^ search the 
ground,'' as it was called : — this practice had 
of late become very common^ although dis- 
countenanced by strict commands to the 
contrary; but, with regard to this party, 
they had not searched long till they came 
upOL. iflt jar: — thinkings of course, that it 
would, without doubt, contain money, the 
sages unanimously agreed not to lift the 
treasure till the shades of night should allow 
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tfaein fo do so with* more security. Marking 
the place^ therefore^ they returned^ plahhing 
likely as much future bappiness as the 
barber's brother in the Arabian If ights. The 
discovery was too important, howeyer, to 
allow them f o hb mute ; through this means 
an additional partner to the enterprise was 
obtained. It seem6 that a sergeant, remark- 
able in the regiment only for his low cunning, 
had overheard their golden discourse; and 
no sooner had the treasure-seekers sallied 
forth, at the time agreed on, than he followed 
on tiptoe, taking the utmodt care not to dis- 
turb them until the precious jar was disin- 
terred, and fully explosed to the greedy gaze 
of their wondering eyes, — then indeed he 
stept fortfrard, with a benevolent smile on 
his countenance, and modestly claimed only 
two or three shares of what was found. The 
party were at first rather disconcerted at the 
unexpected honour of a visit from a non- 
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ioffioer.i^Attchm«naiKl; bvi 
considering that there fitill imuld. Im. ema^ 
to ma)^ them iU| tbcgr bore up. under tlie 
misfortuue with aoiaeequanimitf:* Biftt wbe 
can 4ei9cnbe their scfMsations when (A^Jer 
was uncorked, to find that it of^toontwmd 
some fine^ olive-oil : -^ perhi^ 2 the • teariiig^ of • 
hair^the gnashing of teetl^ and^eiuraiagitbe 
hour of their Inrth, did not ensuOi-Hbafi^he 
woe of the horror-struck crew iwaa gimft* 
Envipus fortune, however, had^not ji^m^ 
ponded her quiver of misfortunes,'*^ $/h ^ite 
very time they thought their. misery 
wound up to the highest pitch, they 
suddenly surprised and 4aken prisonevs^ hf a 
sergeant who had orders to look out Sm iA 
'' proggers/' The cunning sergeant >wa8<4is^ 
graced for this offence, hj being redneied to 
the ranks, notwithstanding his protostMiKmi 
of i»Aopeuce. One of . the oxcusea. / ^pas^ 
that he was. not of. tbe^ par^<} but ihip f^o^ 



ftiiee did mt pa^, m> he %mA h^'hinA'bt^^ 
r^^hadr liittttelf for once«- - ' ' *^ 

■ la tlie coUrse of tbifi mttrch'We bad to- 
other example of ii^Uanotis h^o6ti^y,^^k 
etpgemkt farring very <)fficidttdly found 'fattlt 
with ft man fcr* pShmg a Utile flour" ftbrH a' 
Porti^^ee faftuily : be leetured Hhef ibtlprit 
in ithe «ev«re^ teitos^ upoa the heinous ftin 
of phinderia^ th^ poor starring people:' 
" Yoashotddi" said: he, ** rather hare given' 
tbeidi a portion of your own provisions, than' 
have hom so bdae^minded as to h)b' thein of* 
their last morsel*'^ Thisvras all very well, 
every one coiicurHng heartily in this honour- 
able sentiments of the worthy sergeant ; and 
already he Was set down as a very saint 
afldongus: — but what was our sunrise/ on 
resiknmg our mardi, to see the eatiteen strap 
cf tile inan of stripes break by a(^eident^ and 
dii^ov^toour astonlshe«l y^es the idehticdt 
flour potuing out on i^ rbd.d;"Ne)t darhg ikl 

h2 



emn^iUio Qp&%omtii< t]MT/git$fiii< 
kiidifiDViiiBhidDgfc^wm Mird o&f^ 

•iftoiri«h/llMiprf^t(ei{,f>dbkd)'>nMl0TObb«d 8eo, 
•Th®gbjtpQatftfip<te/a)earii%idic:|i]Bt tefMmtf, 

IW(^ ptKii bbek/i4li6 floMHto Abe 'pksdi i^ 

'WifiBibUtclitt|ige3fi* the b^kier^todk ;4^t06^ii 
the appearance of the coun^i'tb^lUMate, 

» of BQBiQiaftiofosvtb teietorvAitafi^ipitciiiiiijltfs 
#Bce^T(unimwi|(diU,i4bii kttiai^ Mill^it 



9^'A ijpottQdiaiiil tobaoaoiilb J7<ff <) c4iUr 'l^jiings 

4ai^ with piOYikiqBb iwas fdbmlfe ildmw 'l0pl[d4 
for ^ 40' iarenitrrof t|]lie ,laBt>jb(npcrtianeb>t>&e 

;frC9iii{lie coiat^.|dae^£E»rtllwi wedikitis piimiq^^, 

^^g9irrwiid thtr town of^ Att>ergemt) v^od 
,p£teQ^4id mer watch to isatohthe fimi^^impile 
.^<,|hf^f providioQ sttoles* Wl^eaiHl^ey :«diid 

arrive/ the* very brutefi .apptased • of - icQ99f - 
»<|liei|0ei ia our eyes ; hni^a^toijms/WflyfM 
M^fj^^fio^^rod almost as wailgelif)£iligbk SfU^ 

I^T^r.f^ effects of spare diet i^pM^ttenminds 

Itkf^aiiri^the Spanssli htikksters^i <we'l o£len 

Joiackiovlr) liqibiUljiiosoitfd (by^ the iroguecie^ < of 

ijgi Ictog l©wij>IsifiJim*i,bi^ni?fi»itottie cdgi- 
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xiient, Hus feUow^ finding the Spaniaids 
apt to b^ easily gnUed, immddiately made 
propoBald to sell their articles for them to ns, 
under the plausible pretext of seeing jnstiee 
jdme tOi Wth «ides» fiitii stmeea waae '«- 
"cepted; hy which \^means he contrived to 

a go6d rbufid BttmHtrndoBf, VeAiflif r^e^yii^ 

a hanaspn;9 .commission for .'his tranble. 

- J^wiivth^ipi^ def.ei¥f»fr<i<ftdlUip^^ the 

^p^m&tdi hickn^med )^ittiHeatiimP^9tdch, 

literally translated^ means longr^rawm The 

whole tinie we lay in the plai6d, Pdptffifa^ 

cakied bnf fa!s pranks with sach secrecy and 

Wec^s^' th^t S(^ely a bargain 'c^d be 

' £dndtided npon, withont his advice 'l^eing 

'ififsf tateri by' the honest Albergeriaii^'^ 
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Banger in vain— Don Roderick criticisied— -A gi. 

50tli, 7l8t, and 92d, join Hill*B Army— Tlmnder 
Snower --Encampment of TorodeMoro— Uadogan's 

Recruits, and Gullibility.— A hot Mardi to Portalegre. 

*hp|i^n« 9f.Fue^te^dp.^^3^np^Q.o^,%,5d 
. I?^,]^ay, :, parfe of QW ftT^j^y h^.a^|f§«^^y,(;q^le 
in c<»^wt with th^.fp^^, ^t^,3^^ 
.ployed at fiist only in maxKBuyering. This 
hiad of labour was held in uniyersal detestar 
tiai by the men ; principally on account of 
aever seeing any advantage arise from it* 



3S2 ^smsaxg!V9^BF%>9 :a 

to^^Ue^thMMlveB on'thsH'lwtiuKMMiir^^e^ 

bredih$;' / iThitrcaubed ^th^ g^f Ik^ieatersito be 
aMdKlf^ iK^itho miiiy i^lis ^ooRitcfBhste^'bQt 

pmcdl 'rnimg^ciiietii, thtut '^l dkek li^fomWe 
veg^iNlisdms Iif[ilc» a* the ''^>]^s^4U w^laft&f^ 

fiiii^lch^bui^Wdtttied titnbs upon thi^'^owii^ 
l^'biHilei^ «lM^ 'wkit :o<tt ai«h«rt>didane^ 
4^'l^ftti^ c^ A^ttt^ritiew of thd cosgagMieU 



mipisl each 'Gdmj^yatY the^ve^mefdii'W^Tt^fti 
4fa^ tm^ adsistingr' the wM^tdfifld^f lli^^iso^ 
gogiKl TegiiM9te ^'iibeyr ]iadi loll 1ftifM»r 0ttm 
afid t icoimteesa^te' 'lielijfiid ^ Wie^ wmi ^ 4l«E^fi$^ 

i^ttol>J(dii9iglfeaildifLya«d/0rrM9 tQst]to.fi£^ 

that it was very iiear sweeping thejitfliole:,0f 
«|d 4f»*»^ ^Afrii^ing ti^ik9^ viltage>^jFirfswtes, 
we?iaW''tw»lt0(ligbtACowfcpwif«s iwbi^^%d 
feM5C)r^eate41y driye«o<mt>^f< it jhyrtk^ 
W&Wi thQ^.»;(kh^y^ jb^N dii^y^diprodir 

h3 • 
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ibB mmk ffiUing dasmn wonndecL At « tune 
Kke tfain, the bteriog of an estm kmifasck 
being aii in0ap{>ortaUe aimojaiice to qb two, 
we inqirif ed of ab officer wli«t was to be 
done with it: -'' Cany it stilly to be smne^" 
was J tbi replj. Tliis being infinitdy easier 
said'l^a done, the M sergeant ndviaed me 
to jdn'him in throwing it away; I agreed 
at oaoe to the proposal ; and we aocotdiagly 
pitched it a good distance to the rear. -The 
officer chancing to observe this inatancs of 
contempt of his authority, threatened terribk 
things ; but to his menaces we were perfect^ 
indifferent: for what does a man care aibovt 
the chance of punishment, when Uie next 
instant may be his last? 

We were preparing to load onr imnkets, 
when Cadogan called out, '^ No loadings an 
inch of steel is worth a dozen of roimda*'' 
Just at this time, the dd sergeant was eased 
of .his own knapsack also, in the moat mira- 
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^ons manner^ a. eaiuMiii>-bfill .hiiTS09 ^fvy 
politely come and tat it: dma 6Slm ba^, 
without doii^ him 'ibfe 8%htosli inja?^! 
Our ottstoviary saloie oC three eheefS was 
now gi^a^- the ba^ipea atrucb up a wedike 
la^Mrooli^ apd .suddenly wfe ruahfdd do^inv the 
village street^ and tuok in im iwtebt 100 
men and 10 officera prtiboners. We next 
.ccoased a smaM rivulet in oi^r way> then ft- 
crossed it^ akiTynifthing all, the whilQi and 
continning to do aoy tUl Nightie as. if in <!i9ni- 
paasion to foolish men, threw her eable mantle 
over the earth. Our regiment hftd thus, t^e 
merit of being the first that Jedg^ iteelf ,in 
the village of Fuentes deHpporo:: but^.as 
might be expected, all this honour, could not 
be pmchased without blqodj two of/ our 
offiosrs were inortally wounded^ another le- 
oeiFcd a severe thrust fcom.a bayonet^ and 
several of' the privates 'were hilled ^ aiid 
nvouodedk . . ^ 



»/{9ut J.'4rflunittoa mdte inmibie'dieaii^ to 
t]^.##a}}fi)sti<|oof8fed )n4 1 paased .out iip^: 

i;99e(e4tdi^tit|l^<fr^ivt)y>tbe<]3^d» riWfeliow 
f# |He*{>«j^gs^ ^IfbtB^^tojanottdeBdritjaUe 

yfliy^ame .twe, it Was-Rotorjw^iiovaaiail, 
!t^.t Ih^ raiments pfrgu^ifds* had .thour Jba^rec- 
f^oki^ii^H .(E>f,br^ad ; t)iei^ leUDwjS'Wer^M^iidl 
timpa . Iwtt^i? #»W*p4, wA. nwMte .tiaw . l»^ 
pf %}mv 9J»dm^ .piQrso»», to kft^pl them ^ftMi 
^ny umiepe^s^^ dai>ger ot f^tigu^ftb^^wiy 
.flf ^e r^gim^ft^ of. the liae, . laiia nigbl, 
how^y^r, or^^w.iypjre da^atcbed tQ thg^.to 
d^liv^r up a» m^ch bfead^aawwld supply 
the wh<tfe,pjf ii:gi with a quarter of. a pound* to 
eaifh m^i^j thk w^ jeaeivjpd a^i^i^j^. 
.;.:¥^R?^W;e.i9JHevei3it.a jurpri^^, tft^ mMt 



of dm^iti)en< InmiiasAMldiiith^filfedt/i'^he 
phce bni^ €9tq[iUkefy:d6ft««fedvt^ ^^fef»^ 
btt^tSiMinrnnaiia^]^ itbfOttgb;^^ ^h^ill^i 
weifiKiicmiedi sctote'idouPf i^'titiWjf^^l^^ i^i^ 

to/^lti totli«gr6vfnd$ t^khe dt lefdgA a<f- 

am' totkily di^regardM, IKd WMe^'^i^ 
beittg^^de^ied- 16 the-baktag '6f hdUr^cJike^;* 

jflA^'W «flf^ W^Vrtl^ef ordered Abt- td tietum 
it, t)^«' 1J6 gd dowh td trn'^S^i of ffife 'river 
tad? life .tli^atif t^vtt^;!' Hert Mreilijr snug 
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elMmgbi'— but> as ia the iabte of ^im bojn 
and frogs, no sooner did^we yetMjtxme to put 
ttp ear beads, than a ehoww of balls wonid 
ifiusUe pa»fc ns. This was rather a prorak- 
ing predicament Ao be ^in, efl{iee]aUy as ve 
were all burning with thirst, and the XKier 
was nmning elose by iis« One of tb^ men, 
either unable to wait longer withoati drink* 
ing,*or wishing ta shew his coaraigey jumptA 
hastily pp and ran down to the river, filled 
his eanteen, and came back safe and aound, 
contrary to our expectation ; the enemy, 
meanwhilei sending their bullets about his 
ears like hail. The moment our.gentlemaA 
arrived, he uncorked his canteen with a 
triumphant air, saying, at the same time,<]ie 
would now let us all drink ; but lo ! what was 
his surprise, on opening it, not to find any 
water within, — a bullet, having pieseed the 
side of the canteen, had allowed every drop 
to escape. At this adventure, although our 
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tongues nearly dbre to our thxoatsi wd JMOsdd 
not resist the impulse of Irarsting out into 
H loud kugh^ — **80 ludierbualy blank was tibe 
countenance of the water-camer^ who pm« 
dently declined risking his ? li& . a second 
time. 

A £kig of ^ruce cam^ from the enemiy, for 
permission to bury -their dead and carry off 
their wounded. The requeiit bong granted, 
we took the opportunity dl doing tke saacne 
services to out own fallen comrades ; ia con^ 
sequence of this, the remainder of the day 
continued quiet. To secure ourselvfis from 
any sudden surprise, we took theprecautiQa 
of slightly barricading the streets with loose 
stones* At night I returned to the house 
where I had been before, and found that 
four sides of bacon had be^s discovered in 
my afoaence : this, with the addition of a bc^ 
of salt, which I had the honour of finding. 
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^emiivWh, aft: the ^sjmg is; ^#itf 

'IVMBt - itfdrA^; the enemy- bemg firadiy 
di^lcnnidfted >ap6a olbtakiing pawssHm of die 
¥ill2^, t^ attlicked that part- of our avmy 
wBfcii was posted 't6. the rigfaiiof Oft^' Hbmiig 
^Ue<$eedM'mH^6tt(peffing them te^Tctxeaitjdtt 
l^^i^ no#^d^a^ced tIpbniittQ «9foiiautim*i 
lal3«i^ 'S^ tfol»g^hue flidwil thv ikiukB 
t^im4ftA'\ m» idieiietsed itfatoiif|liinto>Qie 

tton^thlift thB e»Mstii3r teitot ureedti cfcteotU 
riV^-ltefdreheeutiqg* ei ue^ ^Ltillfediimtoififf' 
oati^ rby^^s ii^aj^^ tire were eudflBiify Aa^ 

i4^;^ Aer^teet^ of thettk then evoeaedcihe 
i^ivtor'toO i^okeAMieiMly Idkrough* the iMoii' 
eadedJ t--8tt<ii#ottnded- thus .onr Hk Bi^m^ sonI 
findfitigio «edei»'4o WhhsUmd, in tnv diios* 
dei«d Btatei the atU(ek'Oi^ thc( ^uieeMiei&foe 



thought if no disgrace to tak^t^tQi^rJ^fjbih 
I^Imiist tooaafesf (itbat ottf ^BMiJMtfl r^cMHe- 

&om^ their bote*. ^AUi^4^,mm^&m^fiiir[m 

hemmed. /fax and .:tMiek» ^ftiam^mmi Wf9A 

... KojBpimechadr ive>foma6d (wr p^Impp^^ 
r«dm}9i(]^Qdiatlray4iiia]|^tl«»Sp^(Al>^^ 

wkhiftimifikfttJshQt. We^pioee^d^^ptfnf^r 
atefy^ dtpen ai0eat*mQgi^.fife^iilioii.it^kM)4 
tfa0 TrkhiMul dBStb ifogisteiriftith^* ^dNwed; 
tdioubiieriief, aedinfitoitlytp(n»«€t)jto suql^nft 
tcrnib ivUileyiupoa ihdr ranlMl^tils^fAet^ 
#fxE h»g. waU may be ap% fiompafed t^4he 
raok^tiHt fell';. audi ithe Jbsa .tma Ae^nKiie 

were chiefly grenadiers. We still, pontinued 



m 

fl^^^^.aiid'irecemiig a cmfltaDt fire, 
?tour tfilmmuQitioft jnumuig aborA, «0me d us 
.vweot a little to the. year jforafieshjvpplj: 
*t thia mmeat Qeaoral Nighting^Jfl 
up to our party, and said^ ^atas w 
h9& fknif o£,%l*iog jalr^ady, .w? wigit 
.JWtoiu whfxa m» /iww. Moat pd^^ipU 

*fe«gte ah04^ l^D^ WrW«r kl^T*|lt^ftfrf«t 

•Uttibj^HatrJbeiog. aUowed^.parti^i^teJi^'tt^ 

Jimotir, whatever it.jpy^b^ 
lOna^ofrilm man. ciet ua. an exampla. hov^ 
«ct^ by.xmmngf.Biidd^y fom^iird tojinviB 
4lie reginafiiKto the general, enraged at^ ^ 
daaobedicttae-^ liia «idera, cried* ''S^ 
!him!'f--^fhe'woads Jbiad acaimlyf Man fitto 
Ilia lipa, ^mixen a oaniion«^ball passed taOiOlMe 
*ortiiafugitiiie4ia tomAehim.^heal md 
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>l>y this wind of H; pamagoaiihte, it Marty 

grazed the head of the general's 'hotee< I 

was DOW atoulMiA n^self by ihe cries of 

btmba, and cadrez, from a Portagueise regi- 

fisent which lay nnd^rooTev near ua: on 

looking round, tfoiidd that the wammgs 

w«ro)a»idifB8&6d ^o m^'^'^beillha^g aligltt^d 

tmperceiv^ 2Sti 96$^ f(t^j ha^^/ 1 lad time 

^W mkei at j^r^df^iialo^ i^rM^ bctfot^ l^ iM«t. 

' i%ob«at^itfI)aMe,«Bdtli#^M«tfdsk^^ 

abled ««cto joitt^ tiie > v«gifi^al| wi^iit 4^y 

ful^tb^r^y^sHion b^g nkadi^ to^ofeiif itiiSM. 

* Wo' w^^ just in tinte to jpfai m thexilarge 

made upon the Fr^ch with ^^bayotiet: 

they wene once mofe Jtm$a' thirough -tie 

ViUage. The light brigade now came' to im- 

li&v& lis ; but the fight was' coo^etely endfod 

-^^ chiefly thTough the inlerfiosition of night 

This concluded the battle of Faaites de 

lionoro.' Our loes in the divevs engaj^ 

lenithe 3d aad^fith^as faoayy, lunount- 
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iiigtO' <a1>outi2dO men ttad: 10 oAoefB/kjUed, 
^voanded^ and fNrisonefs, 
r rjsbte 'wttuff of Den '/Roderick has deignid 
io^otibe ^i^otob ev*eivts in tim bailtle; m the 
Mlowing linen :^ 

*'A)ltf \f&iif ]iVli9^ dito that, for Caiii«!f6n ^iaSxk^ ' ^ - 
0WitlJtavifaliipla£ied'r8&kftlilMrydLira<girakU*i:f . 
, i^99tW«» Md grief gaT« nunu^ai^ jag^ ^ n^7r^ 

'*^J^T1ie gallant Col. Cameron Veas^oteided 
i&»M:§fiQ^ dttHng ihd desperate ^cobtettt i^itbe 
Mr^etsof the village called Fnentesd^ Hmnm. 
H^ feildl'tbe ^ad of bis natire HigMaMlM, 
the 7I«t and 79th, who raised a dl^adfil 
shriek of grief and rage/' "Oit>/ 

*■ S^^itX teigi^gious errors are contain^ in 
^e kb^vef i^rdl^. ' Either Sir Walter hab \h^ 
mteiiifdrined^' or he has taken upon lil«da«)f 
atftift^ ^^^elr of poeticfeil licence. . Hef^>lias 
lAade ^theJ 7<st all ■ *' tiatite HigMtod^rt^^' 
*i«^!f6S&, ^!6' 8«y that «here' were forty 'di*«%y 
df^fcetri iH'fli\i'Wh?6l^'^r^glmenli w^W**/ ^w- 



bftl^Sy^QTefiAte t)iQ veal naiiCibi^n . Tjhe.tpro^ 
portion of Lowlander^ ini4iHf t7dth6«ia(iM»l 
CQ^ gceat ; BfiU jfebece ^EVfta- no fiVMUiiqunfiCty 
ofi tbiem in that, regiment. Sir<.W^ttdr.£aii 
made the 71st yell^ shriek^ andn^eyia^ial 
the fall oC a. man who wa9 aa e^tira 9trik9£^ 
to ihax&<4'i^Inea&vags«fe' vhntt^ ithatrsnch de- 
M)n^ttitteflrT)f '^tWiie^' Wetfe' ^m^h^ ^mm'hy 

l4l^fK^l^oft,;aod coaa®eque!»%ij^ i«p(5iaflly 
the idol of the men. . . -, i., ^ r .^ 

if i^^pAiig. the French prispneF^ D^i)^ at 
i{MnjM,.we recognised a Swia^.wAP/fe?^^^ 
|^§]^{fr«i^ jus,at the t^tre^^Ht ^ C}or«w^ft, ?»4 
mUc^H app^a, had gone bacl; ^:t;Iie l^ji^fmc^ 
ag)»J4(4 , f P^ flf opy , sergea^tfi^^^i^d , Jj^e ^oWr 

A»4 i«f|S^r;9 if,^ft,p§igl^,^ .^Hwe^^ teo^feopt 
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the man; but this bnitel proposal was* re« 
jected with abhorrence. 

Two daya were passed orer iu the fieU- 
of battle^ without any important occmrende 
taking pkoe^ the hostile armies merely 
watching each other. We w«re not |iower» 
fttl enough to attack the Erench ; and< they* 
on their part, seemed unw^ng to come to- 
blows with us. By the retinng of- the 
enemy we were allowed to retunn to. our 
old quarters at Albei^eria: in perfomyag 
this journey we crossed that part.[o€ibe 
field of Fuentes which was to the rig^t oC 
the village. Here we fotmd that' si good 
number of men had been slain on^^both 
sides; and that the Spanish peasants had 
stript them to the skin^ instead of bulyio^ 
them. The sight of so many naked corpsto 
huddled together, created feelings of disgusft 
and humiliatioti : in this state it was sm-* 
possible to distinguish friend frofn • toe. 
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BntQa from Frenehifiian^ with the exception 
of one body^ of huge ^unensione; whicfa^ 
haring a long beard, we judged to haVe 
bebnged to a Fveuoh pioneer. 

The people of Albergeria, on misMig their 
old salesman P^ioalarga iVom among vlb, 
m%de many anxiois inqiiiries abotit him ) 
but that righteouB man had been wounded, 
and stet home to England. We were re-^ 
inforced at our present cantonment by two 
companies from thedep6t : I believe if it had 
nbt been for this timely succour we should 
have been sent home, our regiment being 
80 much weakened in numbem. 

It was. about this time that the Flinch 
garrison of Almeida effected their escape 
from that fortress in such a gallant manMr, 
although it was environed round by Britifsbf 
and Portugueze troops : I believe the noise 
of the cannonading in this afiair was heard 
in our quarters. Little or no blame could 
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be attacked to any particular pari of the 
bteieging army for this seeming negligence; 
fate, circumstances, or the abiUty of the 
enemy's general, may at times dec^ve the 
most waiy, as one or more of these causet 
did in this case. However, one of those 
Tulgar rhymes which nobody makes, bat 
which is in the mouth of every one, was 
raised on this occasion: for the insertion 
of it I hope I may be pardoned : — 

'^ The UonB went to deep, 
The kmhs went to play; 
Andoutof Ahneida 
The Fzench mardied away.'* * 

To explain this hobbling veree, it is ne- 
cessary to s^, that the 2d and 4th, two 
pf the im^dicated regiments, had for their 
^isigns ot mottos a sphynx or lamia, and 
a lion : the 2d obtained the former sign on 
account of the part they bore in the Egyp- 
tijm expedition. It will be seen, on i 



ing rtie foregoing ^fetich, ttait by a tmtis^ 
tion m rapid as *8Cny 1ft €hid% MleitamOT- 
phoses, the temia is conviirt^ ifttd a lafiab. ' 
Infdiigeiictf' hfeivihg ArtiVe^'th^t^ Vimch 
atmy, tiritfef ihb' comtAattd 6f MirsfefeVSoilll^; 
wfte-a(J^andttg 'f5N>m kndalWsia- to !*Mi€vi6 
Badajo*i<-w*icU-iv^ irtv^ted by BWestbtftt's 
allied aiiny xjf Britlsli, *Pdrtugae»e, 'kid 
Spaniatds, <mr ' brigiidfir, cOli^sting 'of'the 
50th, 71st, and 93d ir^gi^4ht^> 'addordhigly 
received orders to marcli 4o the^ assistance. 
The exigency of the cJftSd detnatiding speed, 
we hastily broke up our quarters, and com- 
menced our march southwards at the un- 

- t 

usttaPhour'of soven in the evening r intense 
dattkneUd^ coifting on sooii aft^t*, the whble 
regtibeil* and two companies of the'92d 
wi^« »epa»dt6d ftom l;he r^st. The whole 
nights tWfts«"pSiS8ed going^ to and fro, endea- 
yafi^4 td' grop^r oiit Nw^ay iti this unknown 

« 

part^<lr<^«outtlry, ^iH ^day-brea'k at leilgCJi 
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shewed that we were only six miles distant 
from the original place of starting. Galling 
as this discorerj was, we hurried on ; and, 
by dint of much, sweat and toil, overtook 
the other part of the brigade by noon. A 
very short time was allowed us for the pur- 
pose of refreshing ourselves. On we .went 
again, as quickly as possible; but the in- 
tense heat of the day, united to the fatigue, 
almost overpowered many a panting, way- 
worn straggler. JoyfliUy did we halt at 
ten o'clock in the evening, having achieved 
a march of twenty-seven hours almost widi- 
out any intermission of repose. 

For some days we continued to advance 
with the utmost speed, although not with 
the murderous rapidity of the first day's 
journey; and crossing the Tagus at Villa 
Velha,we arrived and joined the allied army 
on the field of Albuhenu To our astoniah- 
ment, we learned that the bloody battle 
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beaiihg that name had beea* fought some 
time previotis to our arrival ; thus doing 
away with^ or rendering useless, the pakiful 
march that we had undergone. 

I have no right to describe an eogage*- 
ment which I did not see. The tremendous 
slaughter on both side8» the murderous ef- 
fects of the charge of the enemy's lancers 
on our men, and the reduction of the 3d 
regiment, or Buffs, from 800 men to 40, 
are facts already well known. It was foolish 
for either British or French to claim the 
rictory on this occasion, their loss being 
evidently equal, and neither party having 
cause to boast of any advantage. To give 
an idea of the mangled appearance of our 
troops, I may give the report of a 71st man, 
who was among the first that saw them. 
''I saw," said he, '*five or six regiments 
sitting under a tree !" It is understood that 
this account ^was rather exaggerated. 

i2 , 
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Oh our first entrance on- the field of 
slaughter, a heavy^ nauseoas smell assailed 
our nostrils : this was partly cajused by tke 
immense number of dead lying buried under 
ground, and partly by the fleshy fuel of the 
fires, with which it was found necessary ttf 
expedite the extermination of tiiose bodies 
which the already gorged ground was un- 
able to take into its cold maw. Tire tar- 
casses of both men dnd horses weti^'thus 
dragged into heaps and burned: tbi^ blael 
and scorched sites of these sat^ri'flce^'were 
still distinctly tisible to us, covei^d/^tli 
numerous calcined bones« > 

We were now incorporated with General 
Hill's little army, and in fact doMinued so 
till the end of the war: we had certaiDly 
by this means leett dangerous fighting at 
times than Wellington's grand army; but 
we sustained much greater fktigue, on ac» 
count of our being employed* bhiefijr ^ ^ 
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soil: of flying army; but not a cowardly 
one, be it understood^ — though the term 
^ying is perhaps rather equiyocal. 

Leaving the remainder of Beresford's 
troops to join Wellington's, which had come 
up by this time; we mtade a &weep round 
Badajoz, and crossed the Guadiana^ the 
grand army having inVesled that place ; 
but having nothing to do with this business, 
we went on and encamped near Elvas. Here 
we were visited with one of the heaviest 
thttndet showers I ever recollect to have 
se^ or felt: a few minutes after its com- 
mencement, we found ourselves tying as it 
were in the bed of a running stream; but 
such a bed not being exactly to our taste, 
we hastily broke down a number of branches 
from the neighbouring trees, with the inten- 
tion of stretching our limbs upon them for 
the rest of the night. This contrivance 
succeeded pretty well, the water rushing 
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under these little bridges, witfaoat doing ot 
mxk<A injury. Passing through Ekas, we 
took up another encampment at Toro de 
Mom, situated within a short distance of 
Campo Mayor. 

No immediate prospect of; busiae8» io 

our iray being at hand« we wefe emplojwl 

in constructing hute cknrered .with hroom^ to 

keep oursc^es in a iaiore'«<»nfw^tde i^ 

thttii tents could effect, and at Aoaane tioe 

to s&ield off the rays of the 'btoung'joimflv 

sun. The powerful fervency of tkst huat 

nary soon withering our brootty iokA, ^ 

were constrained continually to repair &«», 

which in such weather was no small labotir. 

Colonel Cadogan had a fine large huib built 

for himself, surrounded by walks andthfob- 

bery; and the altering, mending, pnifM([> 

and beautifying of this rustic palace pti^ 

continual emplo}aiient to a number of the 

men. This sort of toil was sorely gmdged 



SCOTTJS^H aOLPiIRB. 175 

by tbem^ it being^ consid^nQd ootiroly un- 
necessary. Qne.c(ay^ aa G^dogan wtjsa )^s 
hut^ the unwilUag'labQ«re]is..h«gw to revile 
and omseliim amongfrfi tk^eoaselTea for givi^ig 
them so much trouble : little^ did they Jkopi^ 
that the object upon which they wejce^. exr 
pending tiietr iiRvatb.(WEa close by ^, the 
timeu- lAltbottgb. every iwoid of the. abuse 
t^gng hki £kiiaffm*4^uew^ he iiad too. lauc^ 
mBgaaniauty to [get lato a xfige^ oxevpx.to 
^take^notioQ^cif iiiiifc.the'itizA^ This^.I be- 
Kevci, mAM MactJy the 0m»i qon^qci th^t 
the cdebrsfted French geiifmi}fTui;eane,pu^- 
guoft when placed in a aimibor prediice^i^pilsQt. 
Hearing' ikoLt a draft of 3^0 v^GmiiB f|V3pi 
the depot, had landed »t lishon^ tand weite 
coming up to join u8> Cadogan gave us 
Offdeffs to build huts for them:; sayings at 
the same time> " See that there is no grum- 
bling among them; I heard what you. said 
'of me the' . other day $ remember, that we 
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are not in Glasgow barracks.'' The Tecrtnto 
}>ad inadvertently deTOuved such ijuantitieB 
eftmit and other garbage on the road fiom 
Li»bon^ that on their arrival a sercve flvx 
attacked theai, by wlbieii b, good number 
died. 

Chtr time of relaxatio» in thia camp was 
'the fot^o6n : tre had liberty to lie in die 
'hnlfi dnring th« heat of the day, and the 
privil^e of bftthing in a river which m 
at no great -dist&iuse ttom but dweilmgs. 
Wliile laving our limbs in the crystal wafe, 
it was no difficult task to dtstingnish those 
who hadi fetely arrived in tire country, fcjf 
the superior whiteness of liieir dkins: oar 
own hftd now become nee;rly as bro^n ^ 
a fox% ; T^ fact, the skin was such an 'mr 
variable criterion, that the length of time 
a person had remained in the Penifisub 
could be told by it within a few mooibB. 
On these occasions of bathing, we badofl^ 
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an opportunity of admising the dexterity of 
the Portugueze soldiers in diving; they 
would remain for an astonishing length of 
time under water^ and contrive to catch 
and bring up a number of fishes. 

The river I have mentioned is, like most 
other peninsular ones^ infested by numbers of 
water snakes and leeches : they never harmed 
us«<howQver* I cannot say so much for the 
lam^ serpents^ at least if striking terror can 
be aceoDnt&d a cause of complaint. An Irish-* 
man belonging to the regiment was out one 
day wasking his shirt, and haying accom- 
plished this, the process of drying it next 
took place : this necessary operation of course 
requiring some little time, Pat must needs 
do something to relieve his ermui; espying 
a serpent lying close by, basking itself in 
the sun, he attacked it with a shiUelah; 
but .the poor descendant of the old Eden 
deceiver was not at all disposed to , en- 

i3 
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conrftge such striking attenlions; on the 
contrary, it darted with the greatest fury 
at our hero, who> no longer willing to eon- 
tinue the conflict, wisely took to his beds, 
leaving liis only shirt behind : the tId- 
dictive creature gave him chase nearly to 
the very camp, making many leaps, befoie 
it relinquished the pursuit. Pat was so 
terrified, that some of us had to go along 
with him, as a sort of escort, to fetch back 
the shirt. At another time, while we were 
upon the march, a serpent waa discovered 
stretched out on the middle of the road: 
one of the men aimed a blow at it witli 
the but-end of his firelock f but missiDg 
his mark, it was preparing to fly at bim, 
when an officer drew his sword and cut it 
in two* 

Wellington's grand army had, ere this 
time, been obliged to abandon the siege of 
Badajoz, and take refuge within the frontier* 
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of Portugal^ in oonsequeace of ihe jusuction 
of the armies of Marmont and Soiilt« the 
aggregate number of which was considered 
too powerful to contend with. The whole 
of Spain being thus again under the control 
of the enemy, measures were taken to pre^ 
vent their ' entrance into Portugal ; Welling- 
ton taking up a position on the north, or 
Beira side of the Tagus, while our little 
army received orders to do the same on the 
south, or Alei^ejo side of that river. Leaving, 
therefore, the camp of Toro de Moro, after 
a residence of six weeks there, we marched 
to the town of Borba. 

The French never having penelrated into 
this part of the kingdom, we found the in- 
habitants in as primitive and tranquil a state 
as if profound peace had reigned for cen- 
turies in the Peninsula. Having escaped 
the contamination of warlike horrors, the 
manners and customs of the nation were 
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seeei here ia greater purify th&tt in die 
north. 

One d«y, acting as orderly to ColoBcl 
Cadogan, I found him lodged in a large 
genteel house. While I was dancing at- 
tendance at this place, his groom^boy, a 
Catholic, invited me, by way of a great 
favour, to go and see the lady of thehooie 
at her devotions. I went accordingly, ani, 
on looking into a splendid room, beheld 
the lady kneeKng before an image of the 
Virgin, praying with the utmost fm«ii(y, 
and at times offering it a cup of water. 
Many of the Portuguese were to be seen 
going about the streets at night, playing on 
guitars, and accompanying the music with 
their voices. The general term given to 
this custom is serenading, I understand; 
but I never saw them performing under 
the window of a favourite dulcinea, as the 
common acceptation of the word implies. 
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Ooe of the German Imssam in our service 
met his death here by accident : he was in 
a sickly state, and bad gone down to the 
side of a well to drink ; in doing this it was 
supposed that he had fallen into it; at any 
rate he was found drowned : accordingly, 
his countrymen buried him with niilitary 
honours. While they were firing over the 
grave, a Portugueze woman, who was look- 
ing at the ceremony, inquired seriously of 
us, how long the man would be in going 
home ? or, to use her manner of expressing 
it, how long he would be in crossing " La 
Mar V It would appear by this, that she 
had an idea that Protestants consider death 
as only a kind of passport for their own 
country ; — a similar opinion is held by the 
negroes. One of the men, well aware bow 
useless it was to combat with bigoted prer 
judice, answered that the German would 
be " three days in going home.** 
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Apparently, the zeal of the Portugese 
in the common cause was not so high as 
might have been expected ; their authorities 
being obliged to have recourse to the im- 
pressment of soldiers, in the same maimer 
as in our enlightened country we procnre 
seamen. It was common enough to see 
strings of forty men driven into llie town 
iilLe flocks of geese ; they were all tied to 
each other as a security for their honour. 
The general costume of these recruits was 
knee-breeches and naked legs, along with 
the invariable sombrero : as for the other 
parts of their raiment, the genius of ragged* 
ness forbids any description but in the 
words " things of shreds and patches'' — the 
only account that comes near the truth. 
The scowling eyes and dusky visages of 
these fellows, or rather their tout ensemble, 
had a very brigand appearance. Their 
escort, or drivers, were generally olcl men^ 
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armed ^th rusty bayonets fastened to the 
ends of poles, others had guns without 
locks, and the like formidable weapons. 

In common with other southern nations, 
the Portuguese have an aTersion to the use 
of ardeit spirits: although their soldiers 
received exactly the same allowance of every 
article as ourselves, yet they often came to 
us and exchanged their rum for biscuits. 
Honest enough customers for the rum were 
certainly found among us, — but there were 
some thirsty rogues also, who contrived to 
cheat the unsuspecting Portuguese out of a 
good deal of liquor ; they having a polite 
custom of asking us to taste it out of their 
horns before a bargain was concluded. By 
this means, the mere tasters always out* 
numbered the buyers ; and special care was 
taken by them not to say a word till a 
hearty pull was obtained from the horn; 
then the rum was sure to be bad or. watered^ 
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and an affectation made of spitting it out 
with disgust. In this manner, eyery horn 
that came in their reach was pretty sure to 
be nearly emptied of its contents. Many of 
the fellows got drunk upon the " prueviu^^^ 
that being the name the . Portugueze gstye 
the trying of the liquor; prueva, or proof, 
having the same meaning* 

We left the tpwn of Bprba, on an. ex- 
cessive^ hot morning, the scorching . 9un 
beating on our heads with prodigious fproe. 
This, in conjunction with a total waat of 
water^ caused many to hang out th^ 
parched tongues, while others fell powerless 
to the grounds unable to proceed. As was 
done to myself on a former occasion, the 
offi^cers went about persuading the fallen 
men to get up and move on. A strange 
manner of persuasion was adopted by the 
Highland officer who had reproved our 
impiety at the nunnery in such elevated 



terms : '* Rise up/' said he, ** I ken you are a 
strong man by your hough:'' the panting 
object of his attention was unable to do 
much more than smile ajt this uncouth ad- 
dress. But to return to the subject, the 
whole of the meh came into the halting 
place in small straggling parties; I was 
athong the first to reach it, — the major part 
not arriving till the cool of the evening. The 
effects of this day's march were the putting 
of 300 men into the hospital, seriously in- 
jured in health : they of course belonged to 
different regiments of the brigade. 

Next day we marched to Portalegre. The 
-grand aVmy had about this time ttiad^ an 
incurfiion into Spain and kid siege to Ciudad 
Rodrigo; but they retraced their steps into 
Portugal again,, on the approach of Mar- 
mont's army to its relief. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Sorptisal ftnd wate of WFrondi Anny At AteoyoU(iia» 

the Marquess of Tweeddale and of Major ChurehiB- 

Skin and brtkvery of a tienA Detachment— I>co- 

liM^aki ttnd Drowt* s Amial driven ott. of J^^ffM* 

dura—Clean Work— .Coreringof the Kege of Bsd«j« 

— Sound— A false Alarm— Storming of AlmarM- 
Bin tight at 1Vuifiat>/and meItoAfilyA)^««t-A 

. niBdile€hii^]|^*-^I^«<^<»^to|h#aHiAoe9,af*A^ 
Ittsia— French Sheep— Tragical prelude to a Bun Fi^< 

at Zafra— Hare Hunting— Filching. 

Having for soarie time escaped alqr d^apf* 
ous service, while our other armiy wassufir- 
ing some of its hardships, we were at leBgtl 
roused from our languor, by orders 9Xtmi 
from Wellington, We, together with sofflf 
Spanish troops, were to drive General 
Girard's army out of Estremadura ; ^ 
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having been lording it over that province for 
some time. 

Issuing forth, accordingly, from Portalegre 
with great alacrity pn the 22d of October, • 
we marched with the utmost rapidity for 
four successive days* . We entered $pain^ 

passing through Alburquerque and AKscda : 

., - « > • 

at the lattfjr jls^c^ .^e were joined by, the 
Spamsh allies^ • The velocity of <mc advaiiice 
soon leaving the provision waggons far be- 
hind^'Wew^e at one time obliged to make 

^ti attack on a large cabbage-^eld alooag with 

■ '.,.■•' 
the starving horses and mules ; however, we 

put the cabbages through the operation of 
boSxBg before feeding on thern^ — and miser- 
able cheer they were, after all. 

Meanwhile, the . enemy, informed^ of our 
movements, continued to retreat before jos: 
about this time, however, he seemed to have 
been thrown off bis guard, as we guessed, by 
his pace slackening by degrees, and his^ halt 
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at AiToyo MolinoB^ Due information of 

these ci^rcumstances reaching us^ we pursued 

our weary way, in despite of bad roads and 

• heavy tain, till we aniyed within two leagues 

of the place. Having, halted, atid got some 

rice .served oat, we waited impatiently till 

darkness would allow us to carry our project 

of surprising the enemy into execution : the 

C(Mitinuaace of the wind and rain, without 

having permissioa to kindle fires, no doubt 

increased our wish to terminate the business 

as soon as possible. At two o'clock in the 

mosning of the 28th October we started 

siletttly for the pktce of destination, wading 

amid^ Oie muddy mountain roads in the 

dark till day-light broke 5 it was then disco- 

ttered that Arroyo Molinos was in sight; and 

beiug on a rising ground, the better to escape 

observation, the whole army descended into 

a hollow. While in this situation, we saw a 

Spanish peasant come out of the town and 
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commence his agricultural labours in a field; 
without observing that thiousands of arifted 
men were close by him. 

Part of the army, undfer the command of 
General Howard, was now ordered to make 
a circle round the town, in order to prevent 
the enemy's retreat ; another portion, in- 
cluding OUT regiment, was ' instructed to 
advance directly on the town:. Psresently, 
the bu^y sound of examining - flints and 
tying down chin-straps viras biard — the ceiv? 
tain indications of an approaching btush.. 
All these necessary preparations beiiig ac- 
complished. General Hill gave the word of 
command,-^-" Shoulder arms;" When that 
was done, he said, " Move on, my lads, and 
God be with you P* Just at the time, a tre- 
menddus shower of rain came on, whieh, 
although it wet our skins, did not damp oui 
courige-^the secrecy of die enterprise being 
rather favoured thatt otherwise by the cloudy 
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discharge. When we reached the outskirte 
of the place, a picket of French cavalry was 
discovered in an olive vrood, squatting Touad 
some fires, with their horses tied to the 
trees: — they had apparently retired to this 
shelter in consequence of the shower, per- 
haps not many minutes before our arritali- 
so much; as some folks would say, had Pro- 
vidence favoured us. Fearful of distarbiiig 
the cavalry, lest they should escape, aod 
spread the alarm of our approach, we 
marched cautiously by, while they were 
lulled into such security that not one of 
them perceived us. Leaving a company to 
surprise them, we pushed on, and entered the 
town without opposition. 

Early as it was, the French were at the 
same time marching out of the town, on the 
opposite side from whence we were, totally 
unconscious, however, of our presence ; bat 
there was still a good number of them io 
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and about the bouses.. Meaowbile, we ad- 
vanced along with the 92d, accordiivg to 
orders, without stopping or firing a shot; the 
60th following close behind, . securing the 
prisoners as they ran distractedly. out of the 
houses. An interesting object now, drew 
our attention,' — it was one of the French 
commanders^ Prince d'Aremberg, .running 
out with a coffee cup in. his hand, — alarm 
and astonishment strongly depicted on his 
countenance^ at the arrival of such uninvited 
visitors, and at the joyous shouts with which 
we made the welkin ring. Little timie was 
allowed for his amazement to subside : scarce 
an instant elapsed till the epaulets and 
other frippery were plucked from his person 
by some. of the men; he was also rather 
roughly treated, being shoved about from 
side to side, in order to compel him to join 
in the noisy cheering : this request was at 
length complied with by the poor man, but 
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vpith great reluctance, and endeavours to let 
it* be known that he was a " principe.^' To 
save himself from further ill usage^ he then 
threw himself into the arms of an officer, in 
hopes of protection, — but was rudely thrust 
away by this gentleman, who should have 
khown better : however, men in the heat of 
a confusion siich as this, may be hurried 
into actions which they wiir blush for at a 
cooler moment. 

Continuing our course through the town, 
we met the body of French cavalry direct in 
the teeth, who had been dislodged from the 
wood at the first outset of the affair; tbey 
had fled by a circuitous route, and thus 
came unexpectedly upon us. Seeing no 
other means of escape but th^t of forcing 
through us, they charged with the fury of 
despair : unfortunately, our muskets were in 
such a state, on account of the late rains, 
that few or none of them would give fire; 
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this encouraged the horsemen, they being 

now intermixed with us, hewing and catting 

on ail sides J some of them penetrated to the 

place where Colonel Cadogan was : a blow 

aimed at him divided his cap in two, but, 

happily, the sword glanced; off without 

doing any real injury. The Marquess of 

Tweeddale,and a Major Churchill, perceiving 

the coloners imminent danger, immediately 

rode up and cut down the assailant, at the 

same time completely dispersing^ the others. 

We had ere this betaken ourselves to the 

trusty bayonet; one of the men had driven' 

his with such force into the body of a 

horse, that the animal, writhing with pain, 

made a sudden jerk, and ran off a good 

distance, with both musquet and bayonet 

sticking in its side, the rider being unable 

to stop its furious course : the owner of the 

toB& soon afterwards recovered them. At 

length the horsemen were overcome by 
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numbers, and either all killed or takes 
prisoners : their bravery was the admiiatioD 
of the men, although it was to our cost, 
several of our soldiers being slsia or 
wounded. The whole time the contest mt 
going on, the Spanish inhabitants we 
looking on, and shouting '^ suocess to the 
red coats/' in their own language^ 

This last obstede Surmounted, we passed 
on to the end of die to?m without furthei 
obstruction; here the remainder of the 
enemy were drawn up in a wavering state, 
uncertain whether to fight or fly ; this nu^ 
pense was soon settled by our opening (A 
then^ a destructive fire, while the Porto- 
gueze artillery oonui\enoed playing spoo 
their ranks with appalling havoc.; panic 
overpowered ihem^ and sijddenly some of the 
French flung down their arms and fled; the 
rest, keeping up as much appearance d 
order as their situation would admit, iffi' 



M^^ly commenced a ptecipitate retreat, 

but thid YftBA t^omptit^ baulked by the 

appeftraace of General Howard'6 ttoops in 

tbe path t th^ enefi^ were thus tiearly eti- 

cloeed tn all sides; terror and i^uf prise 

caused every restraint to be abaiidoiied, and 

irretrievable confusion took place amongst 

them : '* save himself -who can/' wais the 

order of the day, tod happy was he who 

gained the summit of the neighbotiritig 

lofty hills, ^hers took to flight fdong the 

road; but on all sides they were' hotly 

pursued by the Spanish cavalry and in- 

fantiy, along with such of the British and 

P(^tugueze as were not yet eithausf ed with 

fotigoe. 

Snoh a complete victory as this seldom' 
ooears, nearly the one half of the enemy's 
amy bemg taken prisoners, amounting to 
little short of 2000 men, : iiaicluding the^ 
PriAce d'Aremberg, General Drun, an<t^ 

k2 
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many other officers ; the rest of the trophiei 
were, the whole of the enemy's furtiUefj, 
mag^ines of com, baggage^ and even some 
Qioney which ha4 been fbrped from the 
Spaniards under the name of a contxibutioD. 
The battle of Arroyo Molinos, small as it 
was, comparatively speaking, may be said to 
have been the first decided, advantage 

i • ' ' ' 

British obtained in this war; it, was 
first instance, at any rate, in which diey H 
acted upon th^ offensive, and its Results 
were splendid, unlike, thps^ of our fon&ei 
(engagements. 

Leaving Molinos, we advanced to Merida, 
and afterwards returned to Portalegre. ^ 
December following, intelligence arnriDg 
that a French army under Dombrowski was 
ravaging Estremadura, our army received 
orders to enter that province, in order to 
chastise or expel the invad^. Bavio? 
mrched so far on our way, w?. cfune ^ 
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expectedly on a party of 300 French busily 
employed cooking; these men no s<$oner 
descried Xis, than they hastily started tip^ 
formed a square with great presence of 
mind, and commenced a retreat. Our 
cavalry taking the lead, pursued, and made 
several ineffectual attempts to break tbem ; 
the gallant little band repulsing tiie horse* 
me^ with great slaughter at every charge. 
The celerity of the enekny^s progress pre* 
Vented our cannon from making any serious 
impression, one ball alone taking effect^ 
killing three men and wounding two others. 
At one time a company of us were mounted 
behind the horsemen, with the intention of 
being carried speedily forward, and set 
down close by the French, in order to try 
the effect of infantry, but this scheme was 
not carried into execution; for, to* their 
honour be it said, the enemy succeeded in 
reaching Merida in safety, after having kept 
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our wh9le s^rmy at bay for the grtater pait 
,pf a d^y. - During the pursuit, immenM 
flpcks of caniou erowa hoYOPed pver ub in 
•s^1z^^g e:i^pectatioQ of a battle; aw&l 
ips^nct teaching tbem that ab|iii4anoe of 
food i&( to t^em the result of such an er^ 
. CaaxbrQ.wski flyiug precipitately en ^ 
fljptprqaohji we parsed through Sfepda asd 
odi^ai^ed ea fair aa, ViUa Fca«ea» acari^g ^ 
puitti^g; ta. flight anothcir IHUe ani^ va^^ 
lirwet; then,wkeelipg ^bgut^ w^ f«|timiedto 
PpH?^legra;; pasBiug, by the way, the bodift 
Qi: rather sl^eletoiis of the thjcee Fp^uehmeD 
Tirho had l^eu ulain about eight days before 
A^n aA9,tqwst ^<W4 ^ot have sen^ped tiie 
fl^h cleaner off a body the;a the crows 
had dfine off those of these men ; the bones 
footed 8ia if they bad been boiled or bleached 
white. Although the prompt de^ti^tioQ of 
putud C3^ca$ses be beneficial to ^e h^^ 
of the living^ yet lye hate the destroyer, or, 
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in more common words> ** we like > the 
treason but detest the traitor :'' the dingy 
birds were therefore held in abhorrence ever 
after. 

Our late expedition haying cut off the 
communication of Soult and Marmont^s 
armies, Wellington's army was enabled to 
lay siege to Ciudad Rodrigo with the 
greater security. In the beginnixig of &e 
year 1S12 we moved northwanl io €asteBa 
Branoai; and met there a number of Frehbh 
prisoners coming from Ciudad Rodrigo ; that 
important fortress having been stormed and 
captured by our grand army. Two com- 
panies of our regiment were detached to 
Lisbcm as an escort to the prisoners; ineian- 
while the army returned^ for the last time, 
to Portalegre. 

On the news of Wellington having in- 
vested Badajoz reaching us, we marched 
towards that place, passing through Albu*- 
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querqne and crossing Ouadiana; by which 
iime we found ourselyes in the midst of 
the besieging Brmy, witnesses and listeners 
to the terrible fire kept up between them 
and the French garrison* Parting from 
the grand army on the evening of the 
4Bame day> y^e advanced as far as Don 
Benito, our orders being to cover its opera- 
tions. Although sixty miles distant from 
.Badajoz, we still could hear the roar of the 
artillery employed in the siege, particularly 
in the mornings or other calm intervals: 
perhaps the river Guadiana contributed to 
carry the sound, that stream running by our 
quarters, and washing the wails of Badajoi 
at the same time. After sojourning iu Don 
Bonito for a week, we fell back on Merida 
and blew up a bridge there, in order to stop 
the progress of Soult^s army, which was 
advancing with the intention of relieTing 
Badajos. We continued to retire till the 
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flashes of the gvns and musketry engaged 
in the siege were visible. Soon after this \?e 
received news of tlbe surrender of Badajoz; 
this event was celebrated among us with the 
powerful aid of extra rum. Colonel Cado- 
gan stood in front of the regiment^and set 
an example^ by drinking '' Success to the 
British arms/' or something to that import ; 
thus^ for the first time. Cadoean officiated 
as 91 flugleman to his own men* 

The successful issue of two sieges, and.jthe 
subsequent retreat of the enemy's armies, 
emboldened Wellington \x^ form another p^- 
ject, — this was to destroy the bridge of 
AlmaraZji it being the common thoroughfare 
between the north and south of Spain, and 
thereby, considered a post of the greatest 
consequence. On account of our army having 
escaped the dangers of Rodrigo and Badajoz, 
it was thought fit to intrust us with the exc-» 

k3 
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outioQ Qf the scheme. Proceedingi there* 
fore^ to Ahuaadralego, where a draft from 
Britain joined \xh, we passed throug[h Merida, 
and Bjiarehed to TruxiUo^ wh^re si^ cooapa- 
nies of the men were quartered in Piz^o's 
house : vmky chi^ges have taken phce ifi 
this dweUiu^; this wae another; Qwai 
Hope and biis staff had been lodged m it 
when we were here in 1808. 

Still pursuing our way towards Almani, 
we at one time halted^ and were exercised io 
the duties of escalade., this busiaess being en- 
tirely new to us : scaling ladders were placed 
on each side of the parapets of a bridge, the 
feet of the ladders resting on the dry beef of 
the riYulet ; whoever then ran up the one 
side and down on the other in the nimbleit 
manner, was considered the most meritorions. 
Part of the army was now detached to attack 
the castle of Mirabete, a fortified place^ 
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perched on an exceeding high mountain^ and 
commanding a pass near Almaraz. Moving 
on, then, after our odd, but necessary preli- 
minary instructions in storming, we marched 
a whole night, in hopes of surprising the 
enemy betimes; but daylight shewing that 
the place of destination was still at too gr^t 
a distance for such an attempt, it was thought 
requisite, from the state of the roads, to 
leave the artillery, and ascend a mountainous 
road ; where, as the attack was deferred till 
the following morning, we were allowed to 
repose ourselves till night. In a few minutes 
nearly the whole brigade lay fast asleep, but 
a sudden cry of ^* stand to your arms !" made 
every one start on his feet: on all sides, the 
noise of fixing bayonets, and other warlike 
preparations, was heard; such words never 
being uttered except in cases of imminent 
danger. It was soon discovered, however, 
that the alarm bad proceeded from one of 
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the men, in hi^ dream. Just as Meitmtia 

says ; — 

*' And than drsMiiB he of cnttiiig foreign throatVy 
Of breachet, ambuicadoee, Spaniah blata.*' 

Similar occurrences are not uncommoo 
among military men: I have seen 20^ 
men extended on the ground, to all appear- 
ance buried in sleep, yet at the slightest 
alarm or noise of any kind, every one of tbk 
large body of men would start up simulta- 
neously, and prepare for action ; this was 
done the more readily if the enemy was in 
the neighbourhood ; in fact, the mind on 
such occasions is in something of the same 
state as that of the trareller who has to get 
up from his couch at a fixed time, and 
who is consequently in terror of oversleeping 
himself* 

Night now approaching, and the object 
of our mission being still unperformed, not 
to speak of a tiresome tramp besides, we 
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marched, or rather clambered off/a company 
of us carrying a quantity of broom to burn 
the bridge, and two of the best swimmers in 
the regiment were in readiness to bring the 
bridge back, if the enemy attempted to set 
it adrift; howeyer, these plans were not 
carried into effect, for divers reasons. The 
difficulties of picking our steps through the 
mountains were much increased by the inky 
darkness of the night ; no paths could be 
found save those made by the goathdrds, 
these men being in reality the only human 
beings who disturbed the solitude of these 
wilds : their roads, it may be judged, there- 
fore, were not of an unmeasurable breadth ; 
so did we find, as sometimes only one man 
could pass them at a time : but it is needless 
ta drag the reader along the whole way ; it 
is sufficient to say, that, after having several 
marvellous escapes from felling over pre- 
cipices, we descended into a valley on the^ 
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morning of the 19th of May, and came in 
sight of the bridge, with all its forts and 
fortifications. 

The enemy being fully apprised of our 
approach, we were saluted instantly with 
some cannon-baUs from their nearest battery. 
As time is^ precious on such occasions, it 
was thought expedient to employ only the 
50th regiment and a wing of ours, as the 
storming party. They accordingly advanced 
to the assault, and in a short time placed 
their ladders against the walls of Fort Napo: 
leon ; the remainder of us, along with the 
92d, kept stationary, about a hundred yards 
from the walls, ready to give support if re- 
quired. Our comrades were now to be seen 
mounting the ladders, regardless of the heavy 
fire which the enemy poured down upon 
them ; the fire was returned from some at 
the foot of the walls, yet a number of the 
men were shot or thrust off the ladders with 
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bayonets before sui entrance was effected, 
which was done at length, every opposition 
being borne down, a 71st man entering the 
place first of all, — a thing very gratifying to 
us, of course. Almost at the very instant 
Fort Napoleon was taken possession of, the 
enemy began to pour a cannonade into it 
from FortRagusa, on the opposite side of the 
river Tagus : this precipitation gained them 
nothing, as a body of their own countrymen 
were rushing out at the gate, endeavouring 
to escape the bayonets of our men; they were 
nearly swept off to a man by this ill-timed 
fire. The guns of Fort Napoleon were now 
turned against Ragusa, which in a short time 
compelled the garrison to c(msult their safety 
in flight: and the whole achievement of 
storming and carrying the fortifications of 
Almaraz was accomplished in the short space 
of fifteen minutes. 

Liberty was now given to pile arms; and 
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we spectators set off fViU speed towards the 
fort, for the purpose of coming in for a share 
of whatever booty was going: some stingy 
officers attempted to throw obstructions in 
the way, but General Hill commanded them 
to desist, saying, that ^* we had wrought 
bard enough for any thing which might be 
obtained." Reaching the desired haven, we 
found that an interestinst scene of noise and 
confusion was taking place since the din of 
war had ended : numbers of tame goa^ were 
running about on all sides, flying from the 
men, who were eagerly pursuing them with 
no friendly intent. It seems that ahnost 
every one of the French garrison had been 
possessed of a goat or two, either for pets or 
for their milk, or perhaps for both purposes. 
Immense magazines of provisions and spirits 
were also laid open to our attacks, — they 
consisted of rice, biscuits, hams, bmndy, &c. : 
the filling of haversacks and canteens gave 
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employment for some time» in consequence 
of this God-send. But a 50th man was the 
most successfiil of any^ he coming out of 
some secret place or other with his cap fiUed 
with gold.doublons: each of these coins is 
'CquiYalent to 3L 17s. sterling; it may be 
judged, therefore, that a capful of thenl 
would constitute a pretty round sum. A 71st 
man had the good fortune to find a colour 
belonging to the corps etranger; for^ to b^ 
candid, I must say, that he had not an o{>- 
portunity of taking it by force of arms,-^but 
the difference of the honour is merely ideal ; 
for what, in reality, is the honour of a Stained 
rag ? 

Having no intention of keeping possession 
of our conquest, our mission being only to 
destroy, we set about dismantling the works 
with great alacrity : while som^ part of Fprt 
Hagusa was undergoing this, operation by 
blasting, we could perceive some of the men 
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innning as umial from where an expIoeio& 
was to take place ; it went off sooif after, 
carrying at the same time a hnman being up 
into the air. It was discoyered tliat the 
unfortonate person was Lieutenant Thiele^i 
German engineer o£Bicer, in out service ; be 
had imprudently gone back to the fatal spot, 
under the idea that the fuse had gone out, 
but the melancholy sequel shows that he bad 
been mistaken, 

Almaraz being at length rendered mca- 
|>able of defence, and its bridge of boats an* 
nihilated, the men abandoned themselTes to 
joy : the whole of the following night ^ 
spent in feasting, drinking, and singing; 
every remembrance of their fallen comrades 
being drowned in present enjoyment. Next 
morning we marched off, so heavily laden 
with spoil that, at one time, the Colonel 
threatened to cut off our haversacks, in order 
to make swifter travellers. After halting '^ 



our former eiKcanipiQQftl^ in tbe mountains, 
we returaed to Tni^illQ; here the inhabit- 
ants receiyed ns with great rejoicings, on 
account of our late succesBes : by the by, I 
may 9ienition here, that the Ahnaraz exploit 
had (in Qur own opinion, at least) cfoaed ike 
balance of yalour with the heroes of Rodrigo 
and Bads^Qz^ altbougti^ oa a smaller scale. 

To gratify th^ people end ns, at this time 
of g^nerd Qonviviality, tbe authoritiies of 
TruxiUo ordered a bi^li-Sght to be performed 
in th^ P}asa«or public square. I sospect 
this fight was conducted o» a mere humble 
plan than, I'l^at is dione on some oooa^ions ; 
nq armed hor^ or foot attacked the bull in 
this insta^ace, whi(;h is the usual mauper, 
accorduig to book accounts : the animal was 
merely fastened by a )o«kg rope to a ring, in 
the middle of tjbie square ; this gave him a 
good deal of scope : tbft Spaniards then ran 
up and shook cloths or handkerchiefs in hia 
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hjce, till he was rendered furious : that wa& 
-the time of the dream of the sport, as it 
seemed, for at the moment the bull was 
stooping to gore its tormentor, the latter con- 
trived, with admirable agility, to escape, to 
^e infinite delight and edification of the 
spectators. From the skill of the Spaniards 
at 4sucfa exercises, I believe the entertainment 
would have passed over vrithout bloodslied) 
bad not one of the British, a 60th rifleman, 
foolishly mixed among the combatants; bnt, 
of course, being far inferior to them in adroit- 
ness, he was overtaken by the ferocious 
beast, and tossed with dreadful violence into 
the air : the hapless man was taken up in & 
shocking condition ; he expired soon after* 
We continued our march to Merida, where 
a prisoner, the French governor of Almaraz, 
died of his wounds; he was buried with 
every military honour due to his rank, lea^* 
ing this place, we arrived at AhnandralegO' 
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Here a new cbaplainwas ^ppoiated to preach 
tp the brigade : instead of laying his booker 
only on the drum-head, he suddenly jumped 
hiinself, with all the s^ity of a mountebank, 
on the top of that, noisy instrument; this 
action naturally drew a deafening laugh from 
the soldiory, they expecting every instant lo 
see the chaplaip. make hi9 exit through the 
8kii> : he.ha4rS^Q6t commenced an oration, 
when Colopel^ Stewairt^foft^if^SOth, warned 
him of the .mistake. • ..t 

0\ur army now received orders to make a 
diversion in the south, while Wellington was 
moving northward to Salamanca. Leaving 
Almandralego, therefore, we marched for 
some time, passing through the towns of 
Zafra and Uerana : the enemy's flying par«» 
ties, who infested E^tremadura, were driven 
before us in all directions, our advanced- 
parties of cavalry being engaged every day 
with them : we halted^ at lepgth, on the out« 
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skirts of BalraagEy on account of donbts 
existing that the enemy were in that place. 
In the course of the night, the whole cattip 
was thrown into an uproar, a crashing aad 
tumbling of the piled arms were heard, ac- 
companied by a furious rushing sound : the 
idea that the French cavalry had bidLen in 
upon us was taken for granted; but the 
alarm waa instantaneojisly quashed, by a 
discovery that the cause of it arose ficmx one 
poor, stray bullock, which had probably 
esciqped from the knife of the bntcher. Neact 
day we marched into the town, where we 
took up our quarters. Provisions had not 
been abundant of late ; the sight of a luge 
flock of sheep, therefore, awakened eTery 
appetite ; but how to get at them was the 
question : no reasonable pretext for so doing 
being at hand, some bright genius or other 
raised aery that they ware ** French ske^J' 
This was enough ; for widi one accord^ die 
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whole brigade rushed upon the flock, and 
seized every one of them^ the poor Spanish 
shepherds standing all the while mute with 
astonishment at such a wanton act of supe^ 
rior power* I know not whether these men 
were remunerated for their loss or not: at 
any rate, we were more successful m this 
exploit than Don Quixote was in his memo* 
raUe attack of the fleecy warriors* 

Balranga, the utmost limit of our southern 
excursions, is situated on the confines d 
Andalusia, about twenty leagues from Cadi^^ 
and not far from the Mediterranean : the ce-» 
lebrated range of inountains called Siena 
Morena is close by the town* This Sierra 
is, I believe, the supposed sceiie of soim of 
I><m Quixote's pranks. Wheeling about^ vf^ 
returned to Zafra. 

During our stay at thia place a bull-dght 
took place, whioh a second time proved dis* 
astrous to my oountrymen. Jqst as fiom9 
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pickets were going from the town to the 
camp, the bull appear^ on its way to the 
Plaga ; some Spaniards led him along with a 
tope, but no sooner did he obsenre our men, 
than ^ furious charge was made upon them; 
they not being prepared to encounter sucli 
an uncouth foe^ prudently took refuge in tbe 
surrounding houses and stairs : one unforto* 
nate man, however, was ripped up along the 
whole back, by a single blow, just at the 
moment he was stooping to enter a door. 
The grisly savage then continued his coone 
up a street, where the band was playing be* 
fore Colonel Cadogan's door, seated at the 
same time round a large table : the musiciaoS) 
beiug well aware of their inferiority to Or- 
pheus, in point of ability to tame brutes, 
also fled in every direction ; the beast nov 
employed himself in smashing the table ^d 
overturning the forms; in this havoc, the 
lOU3ic-books were all torn fmd scattend 
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* about, neither did the band-master's costly 
clarionet escape the general destruction. At 
length, the sentinelat the colonel's door took 
courage, and made a thrust at the bull with 
a fixed bayonet, which merely glanced off 
his thick scull, without doing much damage, 
although the bayonet was bent : this attack 
served, however, to startle him, and he set 
off at full speed towards a narrow street, 
where the regimental guard was loitering 
about : some of the men escaped into the 
guard-house, others got behind a bullock- 
car ; but one foolhardy Irishman stood rooted 
to the spot, in spite of his comrades' entrea- 
ties to save himself. This man had been at 
all times of a cross and perverse disposition, 
<loittg every thing in the true spirit of oon- 
tradiction : unhappily, he supported his cha- 
racter in this instance, and thereby drew 
upon himself the punishment of vain teme- 
rity : the bull coming up, mangled him in a 

L 
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dreadful manner ; this and the former yietiio 
died in great agony. 

The conductors of the bull bad kept hold 
of the rope the whole time ; but fioding it 
impossible to restrain his impetuosity, tbe; 
still held on, and ran as he ran : be waiat 
length forced into the Plaga, and the figb 
took place, notwithstanding the recent tia- 
gical events. 

From Zafra we marched to Villa Franca; 
it was about this time that the news of 
Wellington's signal victory of SalamaiMS 
reached us : liquor was served out, mi'^ 
colonel acted as flugleman again^ in const' 
quence of the joyful event. The 60th ref 
ment having all been seized with sore eyeS; 
they were sent to a village in the neighbor- 
ing mountains, for the benefit of better air< 
and to prevent the rest of the brigade ftoBi 
being infected : this circumstance made ^ 
duty harder than usual, until the invalid 
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recovered. We now set off to Don Bonito> 
and reached it after a circuitous march of 
five days. 

In these marches through Estremadura^ 
the weather was insufferably hot: scarcely 
a breath of air was stirring, and the long 
drought had formed such quantities of dust 
on the roads, that the tread of so many feet 
' raised it about us in clouds, making every 
one like a miller with the whiteness. When 
the smallest symptoms of a passing breeze 
appeared, every tongue was hung out, for 
the purpose of obtaining a momentary re- 
freshing coolness. Sometimes a good deal 
of misery was avoided by travelling at night : 
on such occasions we went along very plea- 
santly, a number of the men singing their 
best songs, others joining in the chorusses. 
While lying encamped after, a long march, 
it was surprising, to see with what vivacity 
the men started up to pursue the hares, 

l2 
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which sometimes unwarily entered de 
camp; never did one escape when the 
whole brigade joined in the chace^ utteriog 
loud yells, — the noise striking it powerless 
with terror. 

It being the fruit season at our present 
residence, Don Bonito, many nocturnal 
parties were formed by the men> for the 
purpose of secretly pillaging the neighbonr- 
ing gardens : immense loads of fruit (chiefiy 
figs) were brought in upon spread great- 
coats ; shirts, formed into temporary hip, 
w^re also used for the same laudable pur- 
pose. An old Spaniard made a reaiark, 
that the French had reaped his harvest 
last year, — we had done it this, — but that 
he would have it to himself, next year. 
This random prophecy proved eventuaDy 
true, as the belligerent powers did not make 
this part of the country the theatre of war 
again. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

March in the direction of Madrid -^Memento MoH.^ 

Grapes — Joyful Reception at Toledo— Beauty of 

Aranjuez— .Naked Temerity.— Military Feeding— .A 

Panic— Junction with Wellington— A short Siege— 

Gallantry of some Spaniards— Arrival at the Field of 

Salamanca— A Skirmish— Good Shois— A Retreat— 

A Narrow Escape— Swinish Multitude— A Skirmish 

— Nature— A* ComforUess Biyonac — Prodigality— 

Lent — Wolres — Boho— The Good Family — Gaieties 

and Gravities— General Stewart's Benevolence— March 

to the North of Spain — Battle of Vittoria — Death of 

Oadogan — Skulking Spaniards — Wretched State of the 

Wounded— A Hasty BreakfiEMt— Novel Bivouacking 

—Arrival at Pampduna* 

Lord Wellington's army having entered 
Madrid after the battle of Salamanca, we 
set ofir in .the direction of the metropolis, as 
I presumed for the purpose of co-operating 
with them. We crossed the Quadiana, and 
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trarened onr old road again, passing tkou^ 
Traxillo to Almaraz. At the latter pUo, 
some of the men went down to t^e niimtl 
Fort Ifapoleon, to ezamioe the scene d 
their former exploit. They fonnd serenl 'i 
oxa men's bodies, which bad been but pU' 
tially covered with earth : the rain ^ 
washed it off, m^ exposed the grinsiif 
skeletons to view : even in this state, a mil- 
known sergeant was discovered auoDg" 
them, t^ ft purticukr mark cm his cut 
The visitors took care to hide them bnVn 
from the air, and came away affected ii^ 
the gloomy silence of the place, which hid 
been so very different only a few montlis 
before. 

Crossing the Tagus here on pontoons, it 
marched to Talavera : here I went, accordai^ 
to my usual custom, to look for the howl 
had lodged in the' first time we were is tbi 
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the whole street where it had been aitaated 
wa» reduced to a heap of ruins, — such a 
woful change had four years of this cursed 
war produced. Luring this dilapidated 
town, we parsned our way through a beau- 
' tiful country: ripe grapes hung temptingly 
within oar reach on both sides of the road ; 
every finger was stretched to have a pull 
at them; but Colonel Cadogan keeping a 
strict look-out for the benefit of the unfor- 
tunate proprietors, little could be obtained 
in day-light, although this, abstinence was 
abundantly made up for at night. It is 
difficult to resb'ain men in such cases : the 
work of a few is nothing in comparison; but 
the labour of our multitudes was sufficient 
to destroy a whole vintage; — any one that 
was detected in the act was puuiahed, by 
being obliged to carry the bass-drum for a 

the famous city 
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of Toledo, and were welcomed every where 
with joyful acclamations : a number of nuns 
turned out of a ccmvent, shaking hftndker- 
chiefs and shouting many vivas to us, while 
we were matching by ; the town bells were 
set a-ringing, and an illumination ordered 
to be prepared, to celebrate our arriTat. 
'Such unequivocal demonstrations of realjoj 
arose ^from the cheerful aspect of Spanisli 
affairs at that time ; the capital being re- 
covered, and the whole kingdom nead; 
rescued from Freiich thraldom. 

I walked through the tovm to view the 
illuminations, which, upon the whole, wa3 
much like what is seen in our own couDti]r> 
with the exception of a tall spire, whicl 
was hung from top to bottom with varie- 
gated lamps: this certainly had a veiy 
brilliant effect. We left this interesting 
scene, and advanced to Aranjuez, — a place 
remarkable for containing a splendid palace 
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belonging to the Spanish royal family, situ- 
ated amidst rich gardens, extensive parks, 
and noble avenues of trees, the river Tagus 
ri^nning through the centre of the grounds : 
but the description of such enchanting 
scenery must be left to the pens of a Scott 
or a RadclifTe; I own my incompetency to 
the task with the utmost humility. During 
our stay here, many of our officers visited 
Madrid, to enjoy the festivities which had 
beea going on there ever since the entrance 
of the British. 

From Aranjuez we moved to Ponte Duino, 
farther up the Ts^us. One day, while a 
number of men were bathing in the river, 
a party of French cavalry came in sight. 
This naturally caused every one to make 
the best pf his way towards the shore, with 
the exception of a droll fellow, who stood 
for some time slapping a nameless part in 
derision of the Frenchmen. On seeing this, 

l3 
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some of them unloosed their carbines aid 
fired a shot or two at our hero, who then 
thought proper to fly. Some of thefiOtli 
Riflemen turned out from their quaiten on 
hearing the noise; and by dischaxgingi 
few shot, soon made the horsemen scampv 
out of sight. 

At Ponte- Duino I first had an opportQuit; 
of witnessing the mode of feeding amon; 
the Spanish soldiery : in this respect i- 
must be granted that they were much roff^ 
military than ourselves; — for example,' 
saw a party of them drawn up in the fcn^ 
of a circle, with a kettle of soup in tli( 
centre; one man at a time advanced to tk 
object of attack, and after having swallovec 
a single spoonful of the mess, he retunie<l 
to his place and resumed a stiff, erect f» 
ture ; the next did the same, and so on is 
rotation till the whole of the soup disap- 
peared. 
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Suddenly we were aroused by the near 
approach of 70^000 French^ consisting of 
the armies of Soult and Suchet, from An- 
dalusia and Valencia: their late reverses 
in the north had caused this hostile move* 
ment. Every idea of stopping the progress 
of such a formidable host being given up, 
we left our present station at night-fall, for 
the purpose of joining Wellington, who had 
now relinquished the siege of Burgos. We 
continued to push on with little intermission 
till the following night, when, as we were 
trudging along a bridge, very tired, and half 
asleep, a sort of panic arose ; some fixing their 
bayonets, others jumping upon the parapet 
walls, either to see or escape the expected 
danger. However, as nothing appeared, we 
quietly encamped, laughing at the false 
alarm, which, after all, had arisen from one 
of the men thinking he had seen a horse 
fly by him like a ffash of lightning ! 
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Previous to marching again, we were 
ordered to empty our haversacks of a quan- 
tity of potatoes, which bad come into our 
possession*— no matter how. Leaving many 
piled heaps of these roots on the ground, 
we journeyed for two days, and arrived at 
Madrid, not in.it,— for a short halt onl; 
was made at the end of a bridge, until tbe 
British garrison marched out of the cit; 
and joined us. We then moved off alto- 
gether, abandoning the capital to the enemy 
Thus, although it was the second time I ^ 
been close to Madrid, yet fate seemed to 
have decreed that I should never enter it: 
no great matter, some will say ; perhaps bo. 

The Escurial was the end of our next 
stage : alterations had taken place here, too, 
since my first visit. A strong wall was bnilt 
across the principal street, filled with loop- 
holes. This work had been projected by 
Joseph Buonaparte, to defend himself i^ 
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the Guerillas^ who had extended their in- 
cursions to the palace gates. It will, per- 
haps, serve to give an idea of the unwieldy 
size of this mighty structure, the palace, — 
to say what was actually done ; to wit, that 
our whole division of 20,000 men lay for a 
night in its lobbies or passages. The rooms 
were locked up, and the priests had fled to 
some more congenial soil, as we supposed. 

From the Escurial we crossed the same 
pass in the mountains which we had crossed 
four years before; and passing afterwards 
through Alva de Tormas, the main body of 
Wellington's army joined us. Nigh to the 
latter place, immense heaps of human and 
horse bones lay whitening in the air: the 
owners of them had been slain in the pursuit, 
after the battle of Salamanca. The enemy 
hairing-now concentrated the whole of their 
forces in Spain, for the avowed purpose of 
driving the British back to Portugal again, 
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Lord Wellington still continued encamped 
in the vicinity of Alva de Tormas, but de- 
tached our brigade into that towui to 
it as long as possible. We found the 
of the place old and dilapidated: howeTer, 
preparations for a vigorous resistance were 
inade,--*300 men were posted in an old 
castle, and the streets barricaded with loose 
stone dikes. j 

Next day the French army appeared ad- 
vancing directly upon the town: we com' 
menced skirmishing with their advanced 
parties; but orders being given to refniii 
from acting on the offensive, we lay close 
behind the entrenchments, such as the; 
were; Meanwhile the enemy opened np ^ 
heavy fire from twenty pieces of eannon, 
which, by our precautions for personal safety. 
only wrought destruction among the de- 
serted houses: a man at my side had& 
narrow escape-*- he saw a cannon-ball comioi 
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towards hioiy but had the presence of mind 
to draw ba<^ ; while doing so, the ball grazed 
his foreheadf carried of some skin, and only 
rendered the place of a blackish red colour : 
Colonel Cadogan soon afterwards saw the 
man^ and remarked that he must have had 
a d--d hard skull. The enemy continued 
to batter away the whole day without inters 
mission, or receiving a single answering shot 
from us, we being only ready to repel in case 
of their coming to close quarters. While in 
this situation, one of the men having picked 
up some unknown sort of root, and eat of it^ 
along with another man, they both became 
stupified, and even furious^ striking every 
p^son near them, and playing the most 
antic. tricks; upon which an officer, imder 
the idea that they were drunk, ordered them 
to be confined : this was effected with no 
small difficulty, a stout resistance of kicking 
and sprawling being made on their part. 
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On the following morning, orders came 
from Wellington that we should abandon 
the post, the enemy having crossed the river 
unperoeived the preceding evening; and they 
would have probably surrounded us had n 
not retired, leaving 300 Spaniards in the 
castle : after blowing up a bridge in the 
course of the retreat, we joined the grand 
army in safety. It was afterwards reported, 
that these Spaniards had held their station 
courageously for seven days before surren* 
dering. 

Th6 whole army now moved off, taking its 
way by a road leading through an immense 
forest : a pretty long march brought us to 
its edge. We then found ourselves on the 
field of Salamanca, where we formed imme- 
diately on the ridge which had been the 
position of the French on that bloody occa- 
sion. The ground every where betrayed 
symptoms of the late death -game, by the 
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legs and amis which stuck out in full view : 
these were also convincing proofs of the 
manifold toils of the military sextons. Our 
ruminations were soon cut short by the 
enemy emerging from the wood, — instantly, 
therefore, a company of the 60th rifle corps 
were detached to skirmish with them; but 
scarcely had they left us, when a body of 
French cavalry were seen advancing at a 
gallop for the purpose of charging,— they 
perhaps would have made short work with 
the riflemen, if our artillerymen had not, by 
a well-timed discharge, compelled them to 
wheel round and return as quick as they 
came. I observed one fellow in particular : 
he was lifted up from his saddle by a cannon- 
ball, and fell to the ground seemingly un- 
hurt ; for the next instant he rose and ran 

• 

off : his horse also took to flight, but in a 
different direction. 
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The cannon being placed in a position ad- 
mirably adapted for committing nuschief, 
ihey were opened upon the enemy's (xkam 
with terrible effect: at every discharge, i 
apace was seen in their ranks which wooU 
admit a waggon ! Lord Wellington and !» 
fitaff remained for some time stationary k 
front of our regiment : as several of tbes 
had telescopes, a more pajrticulsur estimation 
of tilie enemy's loss could thu$ be obtaioed 
at almost every shot. Some one of those spec 
tatotB who had glasses encouraged the artit 
lery, by crying out, — "That 13 a good one! 
The enemy at length sheltered themselves ii 
the wood, thinking, probably, that ato- 
were taking a too tragical turn : an aide^ 
camp, in my hearing, said that their ^ 
could not be less than 1000;— this is ^ 
round number, to be sure, but in my opii^'^^ 
not far from the truth* Strange it is, b^f 
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4&ver, that the minds of mea have been bo 
perverted a$ to exult aecordiug to the num^ 
her of their slain opponents ! 

We entered the wood while it was getting 
dark^ and were obliged to. stretch ourselves 
OD. the ground supperleisis^ — water, that re- 
quisite for cooking, not being at hand* 
Nesct morning the whcde army formed upon 
die , same ground as heftHrei : the Fr^ioh 
army was also drawn up in formidable array « 
Every appearaj]ice of a bloody batde was in 
prospect; but on the enemy's attempting to 
turn our right. Lord Wellington gave the 
order to retreat in the dir^K^tion of Portugal. 
Thus had the Spanish campaign come tp 
nought again. 

Our regiment was left by itself on a height, 
for the purpose of amusing the enemy while 
the IBritish army was filing off. We stood a 
full hour shivering in a storm of rain, till the 
last of them had passed by, when a genera^ 
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officer rode back from the rear, and cried to 
Cadogan, — " If you do not move from that 
station, your men will be prisoners in less 
than ten minutes.'^ We waited not for a 
second invitation, but set off through some 
ploughed fields, which, as usual, clogged 
^ur feet, — the heavy rain *still continuing, 
and reducing the earth to a pulp. For 2 
further precaution against the pursuers, ve 
formed a square : ouje of the companies pef- 
forming its part awkwardly in this;evolatioD, 
the colonel threatened to leave th& menbe^ 
hind to the enemy : such a menace w^ ^' 
haps less terrific than he imagined. By tit 
time we reached the road, the rain ka<l 
increased to such a degree that the water 
wa3 up to our knees: in the midst of tbi^ 
interesting scene, a number of soldiers* wive* 
and children, mounted on asses, finding i^ 
impossible to keep up with us, began a con' 
eert of cries and tears ; but as no assistance 
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could be afforded, tbey fell into the enemy V 
hands. 

All the while, our cavalry and the enemy'ai 
kept firing at each other;— being muffled up 
in cloaks, they loaded their carbines under 
these coverings in perfect security from the 
rain : the skinnishing would have had a very 
picturesque appearance to an unconcerned 
spectator. We were nearly out of breath 
when a junction was effected with the rest 
of the brigade, — a very hasty trot having 
been resorted to latterly. Colonel Steiwarf 
called to Cadpgan, that he had neyer ex- 
pected to see us again. I believe, in thit 
instance, we kept the old precept well ii^ 
mind ; to wit, " a good pair of heels is worth 
two pair of hands." 

That evening, bivouacking again in the 
woods, vfO were startled by the noise of mus- 
ketry in several directions : after all, it turned 
out that an immense drove of hogs had occa- 
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Stoned this alarm; they had probably 
placed in the forest for the sake of secoiit;; 
but that they no longer found, few escaping 
from the ball and the bayonet. This unei' 
pected supply created a redundancy of M 
and every belly and haversack was filled 
Next night, while reposing our limbs, d 
cooking, after a long day's march, a lai^ 
body of French cavalry was observed advaiH 
cing towards us : this was particularly f 
voking, we being obliged. to empty our kettle 
and stand to arms : some cannon werebrougi^- 
to the edge of the wood, and preparatioif 
made to allow our cavalry to act at a fit op- 
portunity. The enemy having approac!i«i 
to the desired distance, the artillery ga^ 
them a warm salute, and a company of tl^ 
28th, who were rear guard, gave them alfioJ 
volley; our cavalry then rushed out, charg«^ 
and put the Frenchmen to fli^t, ^ 
wounding and making several of them p^' 



SCOTTISH SOLDIER. 639 

soners. One of our horsemeu led in a pri^ 
soner who had received a deep gash on the 
cheek : this fellow was so enraged with his 
conductor, that he poured forth torrents of 
abuse and oaths, such as " sacreDieu!" &c. 
but the Englishman returned an answer for 
every imprecation, by giving him a thump 
across the back with the flat side of his siabre. 
This ** brush" having removed us to a 
marshy part of the forest, we were obliged, 
for our own comfort, to cut down branches 
to sleep upon for the remainder of the night. 
An hour before day-light the army moved off, 
the 71st acting as a rear guard for the coming 
day : by dawn, our old friends, the French ca- 
valry, could be seen indistinctly through a 
heavy mist, which still lay on the ground : two 
men were sent out to ascertain the reality of 
their approach. Before the scouts had pro- 
ceeded a dozen of yards, they were fired upon : 
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this was enough. We immediately formed 
square and stood for some time, then moved 
on in the same attitude, leaving several droTVSj 
stragglers behind. The French were still 
following with unwearied assiduity, although 
always kept well at bay by our gallant dra- 
goons. 

Still traversing this tiresome wood, we 
halted after crossing a river: a heav^ firing 
was heard about this time, the enemy having 
assaulted the rear of Wellington's army, bat 
without any material success. Our bivouac 
this evening would have been no waj un- 
worthy of furnishing a subject for a painter. 
— Figure to yourself, reader, a large body of 
men sitting on the ground amidst water, at 
least six inches deep, with rain descending 
upon them by bucketsful ; fires, jvhere any 
could be kept alive, sending forth \Qlnm& 
of smoke, and, at chance times, a transient 
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gleam of flame, which only servod to illame 
for an instant our ragged raiment, stained 
haversacks, long beards, and way-worn 
countenances. Next morning we marched 
with alacrity from our " lodgings on the 
cold ground," leaving several men unable 
to move, in consequence of cramp in the 
stomach. The road wound through the centre 
of lofty mountains, down the sides of which 
brooks, converted into torrents by the con- 
stant rain^ fell with a brawling noise, making 
at the same time numerous streams across 
the road, every one of which we had to ford, 
often up to the middle. ^ 

We halted that night in security, our re- 
treat being terminated; the enemy having 
given up the pursuit, chiefly, it is supposed, 
on account of our arrival in the vicinity of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. This was certainly a well- 
conducted and fortunate retreat : undoubt- 
edly, no small loss and misery were experir 

M 



242 VICISSITUDES OF A 

enced in it ; yet how light in compariioD 

were they to those of Corunna ! 

Parting from Wellington's army again, 

we marched to a village, which was nniTer- 

sally denominated the '* smoky town" bf 

the men, a continual smoke hanging ots 

its crooked streets ; yet Bcarcely so delet^ 

rious, I believe, as the pestilential. vapom 

of the Glasgow and Manchester puUic 

works. Removing to the town of Coria,^ 

received some arrears of pay; wbtch weie 

• , 

immediately squandered away upon wise; 

the kettles of that fascinating liquor neve 

standing empty as long as the meatf 

of supplying them lasted. Our prodigali^ 

elicited a remark from a Spanish hmdlaiy 

which would have done no discredit to bbj 

" thrifty auld Scotch wife/'-^she expressing 

her surprise that we spent so much iuod? 

in wine, and never thought of buying shiltt 

to our backs : in fact, it must be owned, ^ 



J 
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we were as ill, if not worse off, in this 
respect, than FalstaflF^s famous crew,*-?- they 
possessed a shirt and a half, but we could 
not boast of one at that time ! 

From Coria we removed to Monte Moso, ' 
the most advanced post in the direction of 
the enemy's cantonments; here another jdraft 
joined us : it was in. this manner that all- 
devouring Death required to be fed. New^^ 
year's-day, 1813, ivas spent with due honour, 
by carousing in the usual manner;— ^ the fa- 
vourite song was the -'' Banks of the river 
Clyde :" the allusion to home explains the 
cause of this, — for, of course^ the uppermost 
wish of many was the desire soon to reach 
that haven, although such a prospect had 
not the remotest appearance of being 
realised, at least at that period : for my part, 
I almost wish, at the present ipoment, that 
Spain contained me stilL 

"We. next took up our quarters in Igal, ^ 
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Tillftge «itmted near Placentia ; our lodgbgi 
were more comfortable now, two of ub odIj 
being billeted upon each inhabitant. One 
day, talking with the landlady of oar house, 
she was asked, why she did not send ber 
daughters to a nunnery ? she replied,—-" Send 
them, to be putias! F* viz. courtesans. '^ 
would be foolish and illiberal to take tb 
solitary instance as the voice of the 
nation; but from other cireumstanceB kBO^ 
t0 uli^ die was not far wrong in her oi^ 
iyt these seminaries of pretended religion. 

About this time, the French had the teli- 
ness to send in a demand for a contribatiflii 
fibm the people of Boho, a village at do 
great distance from us : the 50th were in- 
stantly despatched to occupy that placer 
which was as much as to say — '' tale iti^ 
you dare/' Quittmg Igal, we shifted ox 
lodgings to Puerto Banios, in the time« 
Lent ; which, although it did not in any ^ 
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interfere with our cooking operations, yet there 
is little doubt it would disturb- those of the 
inhabitants. Lent seemed also to give rise to 
many processions and other Catholic ceremo- 
nies : I observed, in particular, a troop of boys, 
who were busily employed making insuffer^ 
able noises with large clappers, to rejoice at 
the signal victory obtained by Michael over 
the devil, as I was told. Why should the 
superstitions of ancient Greece and Rome 
be laughed at ? They yield not in absur«- 
dity to the story I have mentioned. 

While we lay in Puerto Banios, a troop 
of wolves entered the village, and devoured 
a hog and a bullock; the neighbourhood 
was also so much infested by the wolves, that 
the alcalde gave rewards for bringing in 
their heads. It would appear that this had 
stimulated the Spaniards much, every door 
in the place being graced with the desired 
trophy. One morning, the roUing of mus* 
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ketry was heard in the directicm of Boho: 
we immediately set off, full speed, to lend 
the 60th any assistance that might be re- 
quired ; but on our arriyal at their quartera, 
it was discovered that the French had paid 
them a visit betimes, and had happily been 
beaten off. Soon after this the 60ih and 
we changed places, we removing to Boho. 

At that deligl^tful place I got into exceed- 
ingly good quarters, being lodged in the 
house of a rich man, or at least a proprietor 
of several houses. I may say with safety, 
that- from the day of leaving home I had 
never found real comfort until the hos- 
pitable Don Alphonso received me into his 
dwelling. His family only consisting of 
himself, wife, and daughter (a girl of thir- 
teen), I, along with my comrade, dined with 
them every day — they cooking our rations. 
The excessive kindness of these benevolent 
people was the more acceptable to us after 
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such a life of toil and misexy. So solicitous 
were they for our welfare, that if we at any 
time happened to be later than usual in 
coming home, the landlord himself would 
search through the whole village/ for the 
purpose of bringing us to the house. 

Our stay in Boho rendered the place what 
is called. " extremely gay/^the young women 
and our men getting very gracious : dancing 
formed an important part of the amusements. 
Even on Sundays the girls would come out 
into the streets^ playing on panderas.: dances 
were then struck up, which many of the men 
joined in; others, more scrupulous, refrained 
on account of the day. 

Summer approaching apace, active prepa<^ 
rations began to be made for taking the field 
again : tents were served out, three to each 
company; kettles were also distributed, port- 



able enough to be carried on the back. This 
was a wise regulation, we being enabled to 




I 
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commence cooking the moment a marcli 
ended ; whereas, formerly, the kettles were 
of such an unwieldy construction, that they 
were obliged to be placed upon mules, wbicb, 
by their tardy gait, were always far behind, 
and thereby kept us from our meals fo 
many a grievous hour. Our regiment was 
reviewed here by General Stewart, who,aboot 
the same: time, performed an action for whicii 
we ever after held him in the highest respect 
Seeing how much sentinels felt when beario; 
about a heavy knapsack, especially whes 
exposed to the rays of a burning sun, ^ 
ordered that henceforth they should be 2t 
liberty to lay the knapsacks on the grouod 
while on duty ; saying, also, that there ^ 
always plenty of time to lift them, if ^1 
alarm should take place. 

On the 21 St of May we bid adieu to im- 
pose and the good people of Boho, malti* 
tudes of whom turned out to convoy ^' 
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Aged parents were seen running distractedly 
about, endeavouring to drag back thek 
weeping daughters : every man of us had 
placed a handkerchief on his ramrod, as a 
kind of farewell signal. Notwithstanding 
the remonstrances of the old folks and Col. 
Cadogan himself, thirty young women ob- 
stinately persisted in attaching themselves 
to as many of our men. The colonel was 
unwilling to use force in getting rid of the 
women ; but he hit upon an effectual method 
for doing so gradually, — this was by allow- 
ing them no rations. The paramours bore 
awhile with this regulation, through means 
of sharing ; but times of scarcity coming on 
afterwards, a coolness took place on both 
sides, as might be expected ; and the damsels 
dropt off by degrees, taking up with mule- 
teers, or any one who could jafford to feed 
them. 

Having encamped for a few days in the 

m3 
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Ticinity of Boho, for the purpose of joinin; 
the other portions of the army tkit wen 
assembling from the Tarions cantonmeiiti, 
myself and comrade took advantage of tk 
interim to visit our benefactor Alphoim 
The worthy £unily received us with 
fected joy : we were invited to dinner; 
many a pressing invitation was given toiv 
to return after la guerre, and make thei 
house my home. I wish to Ood I had dotf 
so, — irrevocable circumsl^uices prevent bk 
now : besides, who knows if they are n 
the land of the 'living ? But to retnrn tt 
the subject, — several Spanish soldiers b" 
been quartered in the house since ourde* 
parture; they, seeing us so well treated 
eould scarce conceal their rage and eavy; 
and all the time of the visit regarded ^ 
with very sinister looks: but the actio»^ 
of such fellows were beneath contempt 
The parting moment came at length: ^ 
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took leave of Alphonso^ the amiable Esp^-^ 
ranza, and her mother^ for ever, and r^ 
turned with sorrowful hearts to the camp. 
Some may think it childish that I should 
mention that these almost strangers have 
been the leading characters in the drama 
of my dreams ; and on these occasions they 
have seemed always to be near me, as I 
thought, while I never could obtain an 
opportunity of speaking to them. 

But realities must be resumed ; — it was 
not difficult to perceive that the efforts of 
the enemy had began to slacken ; and that 
their locust-like hosts descended seldomer 
into the peninsula: the obvious cause of 
this arose, as it is well known, from the vast 
Russian expedition, which cramped every 
other operation. 

We began our march northward, on ac- 
count of the French abandoning the south 
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of Spain without compulsion,— unless a de* 
crease of numbers and supplies can be 
called so. The weather being exceedingly 
sultry at the first outset, one of the stoutest 
men in our company was so much affected 
by it as to fall suddenly to the ground is 
the throes of death, grasping at every object 
around him^ and being quite insensible: k 
was placed in a waggon, where death ended 
his cares. We all ascribed this man's 
misfortune to a habit he had of weariog 
his cap too far off his forehead, and though 
he must have undoubtedly been sunHstrocI' 
After passing Salamanca, we were joined 
by the Oxford Blues and the King's Life 
Guards, from England: their finery, me- 
thought, should have saved them from the 
tarnishing effects of the peninsular war. 
Tedious marches by day, and encamping ^^ 
night, brought the whole army safe to tke 
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environs of Vittoria; the eaemj had also 
concentrated their forces within three let^oes 
of that place. 

- Some desultory warfare had taken place ; 
but it was not till the Slat of June that 
Vittoria was numbered among our victories. 
On the morning of that day we halted, after 
passing through Puebla, and made prepa- 
rations for battle: the cavalry and horse 
artillery being ranged along the front of the 
infantry, the march was then continued. 
While thus advancing, one of our Irishmen 
expressed his apprehension that the Tist 
would not have an opportunity of distin- 
guishing themselves, and that there would 
be " no mention of us in the newspapers." 
Poor fellow, little did he know how soon 
we were destined to suffer more loss than 
any oft 
death-w 
Lord 
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seizure of the heights of Puebla, where tb 
left of the enemy's anny was posted, tke 
obvious executors of the project were the 
ri^t of our army, which was as usaal com- 
posed of Hill's division. It waf not long 
before orders oame to open out right and 
left, and for the 7lBt to advance. '' CeD< 
on, my lads/' said Cadogan ; '' come on, 
and get hairy knapsacks." We accordingly 
moved forward through the opening made 
for us, and soon had an unobstructed Tiev 
of the whole French army, drawn up '^ 
lines : turning then to the right, we begu 
the ascent of the heights. To have thm 
obtained the honour, as it were, of " open- 
ing the ball," some may think ought to 
have made us what is called '' bum witk 
enthusiasm :" but I could perceive no vof^ 
feeling, nor even common satisfaction : the 
only words uttered were invectives and moi' 
tturs at the steepness of the heights^ asd 
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the slippery state of the ^ass. I knew that 
another regiment placed in our situation 
would haye been an object of enyy; but 
the fact is, fighting had begun to lose its 
norelty. 

When the sununit of the heights was 
reached, we found ourselves close to the 
enemy: a line was then instantly formed^ 
and a voUey fired, followed by three cheers^ 
The enemy returned the fire, but soon began 
to retrograde; upon which we pressed on] 
It was at this important moment that the 
gallant Cadogan fell, as he rode along the 
front of the regiment. While in the very 
act of turning round to cheer us on, the 
fatal bullet had struck him between the 
haunch buttons : feeling the wound mortal, 
he desired hiinself to be carried to an 
eminence, where a full view of the. engage- 
ment might be obtained : this request wa» 
of course complied with. Meanwhile, the 
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command devolved upon Major Coiher, who 
still led us forward for some distance : likrt; 
to halt was then given. One of the men 
succeeded in abstracting a loaf from tie 
knapsack of a slain Frenchman : the gene- 
rous finder coming to satisfy his own ap- 
petite, immediately distributed his treasnit 
through the whole company : each had onl] 
a morsel, — but keen hunger rendered such a 
gift sweeter than honey. 

A body of Spaniards, under the commanii 
of Murillo (the Tyrant of South America), 
now marched by us to attack the enemy; 
soon afterwards we also moved on, three 
deep, along the ridge of a hill. Already H 
was evident that the Spaniards had krd 
their enterprise too hot : many of them were 
to be seen skulking ignomihiously to tie 
rear, under various pretexts : some pretended 
a want of ammunition ; others showed an 
affected solicitude for wounded men, If 



\ 
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attending them carefully to a place of 

safety: four or five men scrupled not thus 

to leave the field with a single wounded 

one^ but the idea of returning never once 

entered their heads! A strong body of 

French^ posted on a rising ground, began to 

impede our march by a destructive fire: 

almost every moment a man fell, either 

killed or wounded. Disregarding the heavy 

loss, however, we succeeded in forming with 

our right under a rocky cliff, in a position 

rather higher than that of our opponents, 

which enabled us to return their fire with 

interest. It is somewhat remarkable, that 

^or a long time during this sanguinary 

contest, a party of the enemy should have 

remained undiscovered, perched on the top 

of the cliff above us : these were the fellows 

that securely poured down a perpendicular 

fire, which had such fatal effects ; the balls 

striking the men's backs, and going through 
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dieir heads and ears : such woands wonU 
have appeared disgracefal in any other cue 
but this: Major Cother recmved a woond; 
and I fmfself had the trouble of pieking a 
bullet out of my trowsers^ where it luul 
lodged in the most complaisant maimer, 
without eren grazing the skin: anotte 
leaden almond contrived to break th 
swivel of my musket ! 
. The party^ who may be said to ha?e beec 
preyii^ on our vitals, were at length ii^ 
closed to viewi and answered with firiogBi 
well a$ our oircumsti^nces could aUov 
without doubt, they had hitherto found theii 
safety in the noise, smoke, and confusios* 
occasioned by the unabated raging of om 
engagement with the main body. Meao- 
while> the enemy in the plains, desirous i 
regaining the important heights which we 
had wrested from them, detached a coluoui 
of 6000 men, led, it is said, by bott 
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Joseph Buonaparte and Jourdan : with this 
force they advanced to the assistance of 
their comrades, sounding their military 
music at Ihe same time with great pomp^ 
Our strong Itidian no sooner . heard :J;he 
approach of the new assailants, than^ saying 
hastily, '' I be damme if I stop here long^r^ '' 
he ran off to the rear with infinite speed : 
w^ wer0 the less surprised at this, on 
account of pv^ hav4i^ alway^^ a jpauch 
higher opmioilt of his strengths than of jiis 
courage. . 

.The eneo^y's reinforcement now came; in 
sight, ascending the eminences beneath us. 
We immediately seized the opportunity such 
a situation afforded, by continuing to pepper 
t^em with murderous eiS^iency the whole 
way up ; but the imprudence of standing the 
onset of such fearful odds being evident, we 
descended into a hollow, and scarcely was 
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this well done> when the French formed «a 
our old position* The 50th and 92d,f))o 
had all the while remained in reserre, itt 
sooner saw us clear of the enemy, than thej 
opened a well-timed, but distant fire upon 
them : this was to favour our retreat acns 
the hollow : the musketry ceased, howerei. 
the moment we joined the rest of tk 
brigade* The enemy, awed by our impoooi 
appearance, did not venture to advance i 
step further : thus was their intention cob* 
pletely thwarted, the conquered heights (^ 
Puebla being firmly retained in our p 
session. 

It is time, however, to look at the coet ol 
the achievement. On calling the loH 
about 400 of the regiment were found to h 
killed and wounded, among which was tb 
exact half of our company ; and of tb 
sixteen men who bore the kettles of tb 
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company, only three were present : it would 
appear, therefore, that the cooks had been 
particularly unfortunate. 

The rest of the army, extending from our 
regiment to the extreme left, had, during the 
course of the day, obtained some splendid 
advantages; so much so, that about dusk 
a general and rapid retreat commenced 
along the vhole of the ene^Iy's line ; upon 
which, every part of our army pursued with 
hasty strides* Our feelings were destined 
to experience a severe trial, in passing over 
the identical ground where our slaughtered 
comrades lay» As soon as the wounded were 
aware of our presence^ they set up fs\xn% 
cries for water, to assuage the burning 
thirst which is the inevitable attendant of 
blood-gushing wounds; they even invoked 
our assistance by name. A young man, wel| 
known to me, implored my aid with the 
most piteous language : I had only tifne tp 
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a6k in what place of the body he im 
wounded ; the reply was, *' in the back," by 
which I knew that it was mortal. Another 
man, a sergeant, we saw in a sittbg postim, 
with both of his eyes turned out on tie 
cheeks, a ball having entered the side of bk 
forehead: he too was calling for water. 
Duty — inexorable duty — compelled us to 
shut our ears, to the horrible distress, and 
pass on as indifferently as if so many sheep 
bled in a slaughter-house. 

Darkness caused a halt: the excessm 
&tigues of the day rendered this repoft 
doubly acceptable. On examining my 
shoulder, I found it of an ebony colons, ifl 
consequence of the numerous rebounds of 
the musket. 

The battle of.Vittoria having terminated 
this evening, it is necessary to say Bone- 
thing regarding it; but this something tf 
only from hearsay, as might be expected. 
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The aggregate number of the allied army 
was superior to that of the French : the loss 
on each side was about equal. We made few 
prisoners ; but this was abundantly made up 
by the capture of their immense train! of 
artillery, and all the rest of their military 
luggage ; besides which, the victory enabled 
us to reach the frontiers of France, without 
suffering much molestation. 

By the by, an. officer and twelve men 
had been sent to bury the body of the 
lanaented Cadogan, who had died on the 
hill, and had been carried from thence to 
the grave across a horse. The situation of 
that grave is only known to the inteiring 
parties, they having dug it hastily in. the 
most convenient field that could be found* 
One would have thought that Cadogan^i 
death should have created a greater sensa- 
tion than it actually did ; but when it is 
considered how uncertain and miserable ow 
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own liyes were^ our apathy will cease to be 
wondered at. 

Next morning, while we were buaily en- 
gaged in baking and boiling a little floor, 
which we had receired the piecediif 
evening, the word was given to fall into tk 
line of march. Our regiment either didoot 
hear the command, or was not willing tf 
hear it : this negligence caused our major'i 
wrath to be kindled against us. He camt 
up to the lines, and rode furiously M 
through the fires, overturning kettles, ^ 
committing a terrible devastation amoa^ 
the cooking apparatus. Having thus v^ 
us to a sense of duty, by the assistance « 
his horse's hoofs, we moved on ^iom 
enough, — not so much on account of the lo* 
of our breakfast as of our friends ; the 1^ 
dreadful gap in the regiment having b^ 
more observable than before, on account o> 
many marching side by side with stcao^' 
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instead of well*known comrades ; in fact, we 

scarcely knew our places in the rankle* 

Passing by the town of Vittoria without 

halting, we began to observe that the 

road was strewed with innumerable written 

papers and regimental books: these were 

certainly new features in the wreck of a 

flying army. Halting at night, amidst 

heavy rain, a new system of bivouacking 

was adopted: parties of three men sitting 

down on their knapsacks, close to each 

other, and a blanket being then wrapped 

round the trio, served to ward off the 

storm in some degree. The rain continued, 

without intermission, all the following day, 

accompanied by thunder and lightning. 

An officer and his horse fell victims to 

the fiery fluid. We contrived, however, to 

reach the environs of Pampeluna, in spite 

of the muddy roads and raging elements* 

Xhe strong fortress of Pampeluna being 

N 
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BtiU HI ike. possessioa of the enemy, we 
encamped before it, in expectatios^of havin; 
some hot work at a siege. The ganins 
were to be distinctly seen, loitering abeot, 
and leaning over the watts, sarv^fiog 
with great sang froid. But instead of tk 
British, an army of Spaniards was introfltc' 
with the siege. Leaving the camp^ therefe 
we moved on towards the- Pyrenees. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

The PymMes.-. Skirmish in tba VaSi^ of Baatan-^ 
Ascent-— Reflections and Operations on the Heights 
Of Mayo — Battle of Mayo— Recognition of Bro- 
thers.*- A Timid Muleteer— Descent— Se<rere Skir- 
mish near Pampelunai-JSeoond Ascent and Skirmish— 
Removal to Ronoesyalles.— General Stewart—- Suffer, 
ings on the Altobispo Heights— A BlockJiouse Ex- 
cursion*-* Distressing March to Mayo— ^Invasion of 
France— Reserre at the Battle of Kivelle— The 
Passage of the Nive— Battle of BayonnS— A Dis- 
agreeable Errand— Brutal Inhumanity— Mudi Ado 
about Nothing— .Winter Quarters in Ort— A Muddy 
Story— .French Oun-Boats— A Romantic Story- 
Climate. 

From the extreme length of the lofty 
barrieiB of France and Spain, — to wit, the 
Pyrenees, — it was judged proper for the 
aUied army to divide into several parties, for 
the purpose of forming a chain of posts 

n2 
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from a certain point to the edge of the At- 
lantic. One of these parties commenced 
the siege of St. Sebastian, a fortress situated 
at the western extremity of the chain; wliile 
we (fliirs army), on the right, advanced 
upon the valley of Bastan, to wWch three 
divisions of the French army had retired aite 
the iJattle of Vittoria. These were, i ^ 
lieve, the only troops the enemy hiad temain- 
ing in the open field throughout the PewB- 
sula. ' Having 'reached the valley bn'^He 4ft 
of July, {he same words of commaiid wcr 
given as formerly. - Open out right d 
left, and let the 71st advance :** at'thrs wc 
certainly sprung forward With great alacrity, 
and scrambled up a mountain's side to tain 
the enemy. The 50th and 92d had advanced 
at the same time, but along the main road' 
They, contrary to every* expectation, wei« 
engaged first, and even lost a good hofflliff 
of men; and had not darkness put an end to 
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the affair altogether, we should have been 
assuredly participators in it. Next day, the 
army ascended another step of the great 
Pyrenean stair, the enemy retreating before 
us ; we reached Alisore, where we enjoyed two 
days of repose. On the 7th, two brigades 
were detached to drive the enemy further up 
the hills :^ the rest of the division kept ad- 
vancing along the main road till dusk, when 
all of us halted, and bivouacked in a brush- 
wood which fringed the brow of a moun- 
tain : strict orders to keep silent were given, 
and no fires were allowed to be lighted. So 
close were we to the enemy, that their talk- 
ing could be distinctly heard. On rising, at 
daylight, a dense cloud or mist was still 
lazily resting around us, and even far below 
our sitoation : the altitude of our position 
explains this. A faint skirmishing soon 
cpixiinenced, but still the French edged off, 
and eventually disappeared. 
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At Imgth every dificviUjr was giiim<mnid 
bf our reftohing zdA crcmiiuig die Mumii 
otthe faeigfats of Mayo; and every eartU; 
cum ir&8>l)aaudied for a vMe by thei^orioos 
riew which bimt dn our eyes: the JsagdoB 
of FbMofce lay extended before us ii ail its 
fcrtile beemty. The amis were (|«iickfyp3ei 
4nd I9ve#y -oiie abandoned iiioiMlf to avarietlf 
^ frefledtitaB. Fire years of iaeiniMAt tail 
liad deaKd the PeoAliMda bf Ftewlkm 
^md laroaght'us t6 the borders of 43ieiro^ 
try :* b«t how meagre were these zdrao^ 
wbeQ thb Irafltnesil of the ^eost was tm 
^eredf hew utach blood bad been sfii,^ 
how many taxes had been exactfed, tog«» 
that esipty honour ! The Portugiieze0<^ 
were ali^ady gCtemg on Are French temitfj 
with savage looks, and planning bornUei^ 
Tenge for the manifold cruelties whtdi ^ 
been inflicted <npen <(heir leoanOry,* but, htf 
pily for the innocent people^ peeper fl^ 
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w^ere tak^n mrbea w^ entered France io pre^ 
vent their iiuffering for ^ht crimes of brutai 
mercenaries* 

In the midst of our reveries^ the dight of 
some French troe{)s exerci^ng far beIow» ger 
minded us forcibly that we had iabour yet 
in store. It was on the: 8th of J^ulythat'our 
tents were pitched along tiie heights ; from 
that tkne to the 26th our efmphymssa^ were 
various: roads were oonstriMlbed ta drag the 
eannoQ e&sily about, and trenches dug w>tind 
the tents to conduct the dripping water 
away ; this high atmosjphere being ectrensdy 
moist, from the continual passing and re- 
passing of clouds. 

The floating suspicion of the French 
being less ** cowed" than was imagined by 
their late reverses, was fully realised on the 
26th, when, by the firing of a signal gun, 
intimation of their * approach was given. 
Every one flew to arms^ and a company of 
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oar's was posted on a high peak, lehile the 
rest of us moved to the right, at which point 
the enemy, to the number of 30|000, ^m 
ascending from France. The 50th and 91i 
had already begun the contest whea^e 
joined them. The hostile columns were now 
at no great distance : soon, therefore, we coiO' 
menced a fire with all the vivacity wbicli 
freshness inspires ; cutting off such numben 
of the enemy, that at one time we were almost 
led to believe they were retreating, from ob- 
serving so many of their men hobbUng to the 
rear wounded. But here we reckoned with- 
out our host; the enemy continuing to 
mount progressively, bearing their heavy 
losses with great bravery; and at length they 
gained the top of the heights, in spite of a" 

our efforts. 
. Inferiority ofnumbers precluding all chance 

of our withstanding them with success, ^ 
immediate retreat took place; but at ereif 
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rising ground the firing was renewed,— in 
%^Grt, the usual expression of ^'disputing 
every inch of ground," might^bate- beenai)^ 
plied' with exact justice in this ihstancief. 
The: pursuit was so hot at first> that ' two v«^ 
giment^of the 'division were outoffifh)mthe 
vmn hody> and* would infallibly b^v^ b^en 
made^ pHsoHers, had not they, wii^'-aldtali- 
taUe^p^BOHe&of ikiind^ de8eend0d4he^idiid^rfi- 
4wb» Hprd(»iHtiitely; by asi obseuf^ road. 
tMaahrwiak,'' the>>ate8t^(tf no had< avnottdw 
e^apea ^ . While ^ passing ' the < bead* ' ofi a >rc^d 
ytbich jwiint* down toi Fralvce/arrstPei^'body 
of'theneneoiiy was-' seen eikhbiikgitip'to jdti 
their Qomrades; a few minutes 4ong^, noad 
we should have been fairly aaolosed b^twe^ 
thd two* ' Reaching > our camp gtornid^^the 
Tlst formed oa the declivity' of a hdlV for a 
short time ; the rest of our little army^-how*" 
ever, slacked not tiaeirpace, but abandolied 
the whole of the camp equipi^e. I believe. 
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with tHe €XC^tion of ipur own eompanjr'i. 
not a (uqgk tent waa saved. G^entlStMnit 
at length gare ns orders to r-etue« whiobw 
did by marching ronod the foot of tfae fd 
where our company was posted : thk small 
band was soon Jieard to be penrii^ ixm 
▼oUeys upon the enemy's yan^ and tfueces- 
fully resisted every attempt to ^islodgetbea) 
by rolling down immense stoDos. 

The enemy being again dose «at haxA, ^ 
general stand was made, and the hottest es- 
gagement I ever witnessed commenced; & 
enemy all tRe while endeavouring to suorW 
us, their numerical su|»eraority gii^g tbev 
eveiy advantage for suoh . a purpose ; but 
this we evaded, by frequently ahiftiag oar 
position. We were now in a tjritieslsto" 
tion, tbe only hope of a safe retreat resliot 
upon the approaching darkness : thespp^' 
ance of a fresh body of troops, advancing 
from the west, also contributed to 4^MQ0vsff^ 



SCOTTISH ^OLDifijR. 275 

US, — nobody knew what they were ; but on 
General Stewart saying, '* Let us «tsaid to 
the last/' every one was oonfirm^d in the 
iresolution of «till fighting on with energy. 
Ha.ppily for us^ the dreaded foes turned out 
to be a reinforcement from Wellington's 
army, consisting of the 6th Tegiment and the 
Brunswick troops. It was rather a strange 
coincidence^ that one of our men should at 
such a time recognise a brother in the ranks 
of-the 6th, whom he had not seen for many 
years ; the opportunity for mutual congratu- 
lations was short, scarcely extenAing farther 
than the mere shaking of hands. Nothing 
could have been more seasonable than the 
arrival of these regiments : they interposed 
between us and the enemy at a time wh^n 
we were nearly overwhdmed, and began a 
heavy thundering fire.: the French, how- 
ever, were far from being backward in ex- 
changing shotsj as a proof of which, the 
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major of the 6tli fell lifeless from bis bone 
at the very moment he had entered the field. 
* The musketry only slackened in consequence 
of night-fall; and even then, the flaaha 
served some for a marking point: atlengtli, 
every noise but the groaning of the woanded 
was hushed, to the great relief of our deaf- 
ened ears. 

The woful duty of calling the roll next 
took place: the casualties were found to k 
numerous, particularly in our brigade,— ^ 
example, the 50th had 300 billed d 
wounded ; Ihe 71st, 200; and the 92d,360 
our loss, though it appeared inferior to tbe 
others, was, in fact, as. much in proportioo/ 
the Vittoria exploit having rendered usmocii 
weaker than they were. My company was 
reduced from 48 men to 1 1 ; I was, as usual 
amongst the latter number, without haviof 
any thing to complain of pereonally ; although 
a bullet-hole through my coat, and the cuttio| 
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of thebuckle-9tjrap of my cartridge-box, spoke 
in silent but forcible language of the near* 
ness of death, or wounds at least. At one 
period in the course of this eventful dayi 
our ammunition ran so short, that three men 
in each company only could keep up a con- 
stant fire, they being supplied from their 
comrades' boxes: this plan was adopted to 
amuse the enemy for a while. It was about 
the same time that a Spanish muleteer was 
descried on his course up the hills, bringing 
a supply o^ ammunition ; but no sooner had 
the man come near enough to the scene of 
action to witness its horrors, than he in- 
stantly wheeled round his mule and fled. 
Some of the men had a hot chase after the 
poltroon before he was seized: by dint of 
mere dragging, they succeeded in placing 
him near the regiment: at that very juncture, 
the mule fell, wounded, to the ground. This 
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circumstatioe, as m^bt be supposed, 
ooat^ibttte in raiung the courage ef tbe bi«' 
leteer^ who disentaBgled bima^ from tk 
dying n»]le« and ran oS with die evr&m 
of a roe, leaving us to diabuiiden the caip 
in wbat manner we cbose. Habit ia a!* 
powerful: — inured to death and danger b; 
long practicei, the muscles cf &ar never obo< 
exerted their influence on our faces in tb 
day of battle; but with an unG(»iceniei 
spectator, such as the mule-driver, the &» 
is diiierent : war is not his trade, and seK 
preservation, the natural stimulus of in^ 
Idnd's actions^ predominates in. his rod 
In the heat of the engagement, Gened 
Stewart havmg xeceived a slight woandjaoc 
no suTjgeon being at hand, two of oar niei 
had the opportunity of rendering him a lit^ 
service : they dressed the wound so much ti 
the general's satisfactiont that he noted tbei 



SCOTTISH »OLDI£K. 279 

names in a pocket-beek, and afterwaifcU pre- 
sented oOd of them with tbipee gu^eas ; th^ 
other lived iiot to reeeke a reward. 

Not choosing to bear the brtint of a second 
attack^ we stole silently away in the dark : 
49ach of the wounded as coitld crawl followed 

, us with diffiouHy> while those who could not, 
inj ured themselves more by useless, yet touch- 

, ing cries, entreating our protection. This re- 
trograding march to Sj>aiq, so ccoatrai^y to 

, expectation, threw 'a gloom over every mind : 
strong apprehensions were entertained that 
all our battles would be to fight *' o'eri^n ;'^ 
not at our own fire-sides, but in goo4 earnest. 
Had our pursuers been led by Buonaparte in 
all his pristine vigour, there is little doubt 

» but that the suspicion would have been 
realised. 

Soon after day-break, we met parties of 
cavalry going up, charged ^ith the mission 
of carrying away the wounded to a :place pf 
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safety : a good number of these iinfortttiiate 
men were brought down across tbe hones 
backs. Hardly had we encamped, when tit 
appearance of the French caused the whole 
division to climb the sides of a moimtaiii 
where some repose was obtained tfll the fo^ 
lowing morning, at which time the deaceri 
was continued till night, the oW brushw«< 
sheltering us once more: Hei-e some of 4| 
men took adtanta^ of*be-d*rk«*6s^<^^ 
tberum-baft^b from the* comwiSsBaiyaft^^ 
drinking and carouBmg,5of 6otiree,f*<^ 
this led to the detection- of the meft ^ 
tious, who Were slightly punished. 

We still continued our march toffflw 
Pampeluna : a heavy firing was heard onti 
morning of the 30th ; in fact, several enga? 
ments had taken place of late, the encU 
having penetrated into Spain at more tta 
one point.^ In the afternoon, they appea^^ 
advancing towards us in great forc^l ^P^ 
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which^ two companies were posted in a wood, 
when a pealing of musketry commenced be- 
tween them and the French. Our whole 
brigade was soon engaged ; notwithstanding 
this, we were driven backwards to a range 
of hills, where quiet was at length obtained. 
Upon this occasion, the Portugueze troops 
engaged the French, in a hollow, with the 
greatest bravery, and lost many men« 

This continual mountain-warfare harassed 
us to an inconceivable degree ; so much so, 
indeed, that death itself was eagerly panted 
for by many ; others had serious thoughts of 
allowing themselves to fall into the enemy's 
hands. - But the state of affairs began thence- 
forth to change : poult's bold efforts to chase 
tbe allies from the frontiers of his countiy 
were now slackening for want of soldiers. 

The next morning we resumed the offen- 
sive, attacking the enemy, who had retired 
iiinder the covert of a brushwood jungle: 
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Bome mmsxt skntDsriiiiig ensued ; btft tb 
indian sort of wai&fe had its disadfantafv 
seveoal cf our men sbootiiig eacii ether, « 
the intaoise dsieckness 0I the wood deoeM 
their eyes : at lengdi, the enemy were 
oat of their shelter^ «im1 no more 'was seea^ 
them tili oosr inranon of France. 6^ 
Stewart was sei^erely wonnded in thisiAi^ 
yet in this »tate> ^ile beuiog ftvosgl^ ^ 
4sainp, he> with his aoMStomod good^uiv? 
ordered that eviery man in the 4ivmon Aff^ 
haw an extra tdlowance of ram. 

AsoeiMting the Pyrenees once moie,* 
reached the heights of Mayo, the soeoe^ 
<mT late confliot. After having reposed (^ 
weary limbs for some days, we .moved tM 
steep moantain-ioadB to the Tslley of Bti 
cesvadles. A residence 6f three r^^^^ 
hope -completely saturated us m&k statioi>( 
'Service, which it must be understood waf ^ 
a severe description. Tte principal ereni 
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which took place in tb&s urt^rval were, tb^ 
surr^ider of St. Sebastkui and of PampeUuia 
to our arms ; or, more properly speaking, to 
the arms of Sdr Thomas Graham's army, and 
these of the Spanish troops. Twelve men 
belonging to onr regiment joined ns firom 
Pampeluna: ihey had been priscners %h&te 
•ever since the battle of Vittc^ria. Starvation 
had reduced them to skin and bone, iim 
Fiiench garriaon havii^ been sabj/etoted to tibe 
greatest straits for proidsions befi»re tb^ 
submitted to the Spanish army*. 

Our own transactions in the valley of Bon- 
xesvalles were at least multifarious, if devoid 
of interest. We were engaged in the build- 
ing of batteries and block-houses; preparing 
shells to roll down mountains, without adopt- 
ing the vulgar method of firing them from 
mortars : these occupations, along with hard 
duty, filled up our time for a wbile. Tj^ 
re-appearance of Oeneral Stewart, wlio. had 
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completely recoyered from his wounds glad- 
dened every heart : the whole camp rang^tli 
the loud and hearty cheers of the soldier; 
The uncommon noise alarmed manyoftlx 
officers^ who were for some time ignorant d 
its cause. Philosophical sneers may be ei* 
cited by this^ and conclusions made, thati 
was easy to gain popularity among codubo 
soldiers^ by giving them a little mm^andtlit 
liberty of walking for a short time withoii 
burdensome knapsacks. But these fonv^ 
only a small part of Sir William's beoeToto 
actions : besides^ it was notorious to ererj 
one, that he never set baits for applaoser 
all proceeded Aom innate goodness of heari 
and not frbm weak and unworthy motives. 
When the weather became sharp, ^ 
brigade of the army had week about of ofl 
cupying the lofty heights of Altobispo. 1^ 
climate of that peaked desert c<»itinaedt 
wax colder fmd eoldisr as the year advanc^ 
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its severity at length axriyed to sueh a 
height^ that the artillery horses were oUiged 
to be taken to the valley, being unable to 
endure the cold longer. About this time I 
was sent up : two of the days, in particular, 
were nearly insufferable : wind of the moiA 
tremendous violence blew with unwearied 
fierceiiess; no tents could boferected, for.tbey 
would. ha^e be^n torn to ribands; event in 
adtetxiptiiig to speaks a seriovui ineonvenieno^ 
wa« felt, the wind filling the 3noutl|;;>fifes» 
whea anyof our men succeeded in lighting 
them, were instantly scattered over the pre* 
cipices. Judge, then, vfh^ioMt 'Cemforis 
niust have been ! ^ 

At length. General Stewart, with his cus* 
ix>mary attention and humane feeling,^ bor- 
dered that only pickets, instead of a whole 
brigade, were to remain on the heights; No«- 
body supposed that the French would have 
the hardihood to climb the sides of this 
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^' howling wilderness'^ with a hostile inteS' 
tion ; hut here we laboured under a mistake; 
iStxey did make an attempt. Fifteen rm i 
omr regiment happened to be on picket thai 
day ; instead of ffinching from the unequii 
contest, they displayed such skill and v^ 
faition in attacking the enemy, that the latts 
thovght proper to make a precipitate letiNL 
tibe haziness of the atmosphere rendeoit 
them unconscious of tiieir own vastly bq|^ 
rtor numbers: the fifteen men were rewarf* 
with medals. The momiJig of the day ^ 
the snow came on, I was relieved, from f^ 
in a strange condition ; our greatcoats "^^ 
frozen, as it wese, into shining steel bauberb 
lamps of ice hid our eydbrows and ^l^i^^ 
—the evidence of the eyes alone cqvH^ 
vince us of the possession of our torpid ^ 
The pidiiet which reUeved us (57th io<>l 
wsere still worse off: a heavy fell of «d^ 
commencing, the consequence wafl* 
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three of them died; and the rest bad to be 
brought down on mules, inanimate and frost-* 
bitten. The folly* of keeping human beings 
on such a place being now evident, the 
guarding was discontinued : in fact, a picket 
of Esquimaoz would have been neeessary for 
the service, if our authorities had persisted 
in retaining the post. The snow continued 
gradually to descend lower, even reaching 
our encampment in the valley : this eiveum- 
stance soon constrained the whole division 
to remove to the village of Roncesvalles for 
shelter. The smallness of this place incom- 
moded us not a little, the men being literally 
squeezed into every house, to the great an- 
noyance of the poor inhabitants. 

One day a party of us were summoned on 
fetigue, the ostensible purpose of our mission 
being to drag in the guns of a battery which 
lay at some distance, deserted on account of 
the snow. Some bullocks were provided. 
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under the idea that thej would tread a gool 
road in the snow, and by that means facili- 
tate the passage of the cannon. FuimsUii; 
omselFes all with sticks, we sallied foiti, 
driving the cattle before us ; but it was mod 
fonad that they were either too ttapid ortoo 
headstrong to go abreast ; in short, ^ 
dispersed several ways, in spite of onr dh^ 
some of them even running nearly out i 
sight, in the deeper places of ike jiA^. 
snow. To every appearance, the probalilit! 
of having a bullock-hunt was much greatd 
than that of making a road ; when Oenen 
Stewart detached me, along with five otheiii 
to a distant block-house, in order to ascertaisi 
the condition of three men who had been 
posted there for some time. Lesmg^ 
dragging party, therefore, we set off, foD<'*' 
ing the course of some lines which had 
built in a French and Spanish war, 
twenty years before. When the end of thes 
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was attained^ we used the precaution <tf 
breaking our sticks to pieces, and^plantiiig 
them in the snow, at regular intervals, on 
ihe whole way to the block->house, which was 
at length reached. The three men, how- 
ever, were no where to be seen : it appeared 
afterwards, that they had evacuated the 
house, and returned by a different route. 
Meanwhile, we were rather loath to return at 
once from the object of our errand : perhaps 
this commendable state of mind originated, 
in some degree, from the sight of a large 
quantity of biscuits and several little sturdy 
kegs of rum, with which the corner of the 
block-house was gracefully bedecked. After ' 
a long deliberation, in which the danger of 
drinking spirits in the intense cold, and the 
danger of being punished for pilfering them, 
were fully discussed^ it was carried, by una- 
nimous cgnsent, that a little rum would be of 
semce to us : this was enough ; and ere Iodjj^ 
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the liquor was gushing into a shoe, for 
of a betlKBr dish. We had the wisdom to 
quaff a small quantity only, at the lametiDU 
feeding plentifully on the biscuits, to conn* 
teract any intoxicating effects : inth the 
latter article we took care to stuff the linio; 
of our coats, no haversacks being brouglit 
with us on this expedition. 

Trudging off again through the snoVi 
guided faithfully by the sticks, we had j^ 
arrived at the last one, when an officer of 
engineers appeared, accompanied by two i 
his. men. He immediately desired us, ins^ 
authoritative manner, to go back with him 
to the block-house, and we, of course, w^t 
forced to comply with the command, altbougli 
our reluctance was great, for more thanoo^ 
reason. Entering the house once morei die 
officer, by way of a great .favour to us A 
ordered one of his men to saw a barrel asoo' 
der ; part of the contents of the same i^' 
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keg we had been at was then poured into 
the empty half barrel : this^ unwieldy glass* 
was raised to our heads with some difficulty. 
Having thus regaled us with rum, he extended- 
his generosity so far as to bid us fill our fo- 
raging-caps with biscuits ; we did soy chuck- 
ling inwardly at the same time at haying 
anticipated him : but on his pointing signi- 
ficantly to a heap of shovels and pickaxes, 
and ordering us to carry them to the village, 
the cause of his courtesy was cleared up at 
once. Heaving up our burdens, we set ofi*^ 
groaning under their weight : one of the en« 
Tineers having become inebriated, he fell 
;vith his load, and rolled over the snow,v 
osing at the same time his cargo of imple-> 
nents. This fellow's tongue consoled us, in 
ame degree> for the officer's scurvy trick : 
le was so far from being awed by his com- 
lander, that he never failed to pour out 
olleys of abuse on him, at every interlude 

o2 
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between the ei^te of relUng aiid mi% vp: 
ihie odd acene c(»ituiued the wliolewayiii 
tbe-viUage^ the officer stomaolung allffift 
•eeteaidbing meeknesst « 

In the beginning of Noveniberi Ik p 
for the invaeioQ of France was putipto e» 
eutie»» On the 8th of that nm^^ 
brigade broke up from^'R^nQ^^^^ 
mareb9dytgain toiyaids the hc^hto pfK?^ 
the r^HHwder of Hill's a]my;hfi4.fx^Ted< 
be%e vs.;. we were therM*ai|e Afcefit^' 
ftdvanj^e .lw»% to the f\^Geffif4l^^^ 
ThevBoada^werehoirible^aQd the,w»y¥ 
bujb no rert was given till the oily^k W^^^ 
^tained : snatching a hurried zneal^ we i^ 
purselvBs exhawted on the grouoi ^ 
force eojlected here was numerous in<^ 
estimation^ cenjsisting of no less than l^^!^ 
men, British, Portngueze, and Spaniard^' 

Two hours after dark, the whofe allied aii^! 
be^gan to descend iijio Fraaa^.: alter mafl^ 



ing for some time, a rivulet was €roiNBed;^r-- 
a glimpse was then caught of a French amiy> 
posted on the heights of Nivelle.' They 
were instantly attacked, and the engagemMt 
became general : our brigade^ however, was 
not troubled with firing a single shot, iu 
consideration of their late harassing march, 
which the test of the army had not endured, 
at least for some time previous. While thift 
short action was going on, we remained in 
reserve, perfectly indifferent to the animated 
scene before our eyes ; — so much had exces- 
sive fatigue benumbed our curiosity. A 
gleam of sunshine, the first we had seen for 
some time, now shone forth ; and, stretching 
ourselves on the ground, the genial warmth 
svas enjoyed as long as it lasted . The enemy 
having been discomfited, we took possession 
of their camp for the night. Certainly this 
CBXnp was the most magnifipent I had .ever 
beheld : the exertions of both nature and art 
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liad.beep lavivh^d uppa it in profttsioii. A 
IMGtrty of French had token the advantap 
of our a]l>8eace. from Mayo to cttriy oim 
b^gage, which had been left behind \ U 
the activity of Mina, the celebrated Spaouk 
chiefs preyented any otb^ damage to 
Jtieii)g done* 

,. The anoy contiiMied . to ,^901^, vm 
JMtedon thi9 {^](wer&Ll.c9uoiprs^.\fhlcbii3i 
190 Jcuig^ wicoefiBfuUy r^pate^t., the aj^^ 
pfthe,mv«der« ASt^ &<nofijif^Bfif vq^ 
4o.heevy raiiMi, our diyisioa T(^c]|iMd theJ^ 
ierted town of Cambp, actuated ou tbe me 
Kive. Here we were quartered : the rest ^ 
the anxiy were cantoned alcmg the rim: 
the French were also posted on its oppose 
side. Our regiment lyas strengthened '<^ 
this place, by the arrival o( a draft. 

One day Wellington appeared in ^ 
town, and surveyed its situation and ueigk- 
hourhood. We all knew thajk thia was 
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prelude to fighting, ' and prepared accord* 
ingly. On the same day the' French sent 
down a regimental band to the edge of the 
riyer, and we listened attentively to every 
air they played. But next inorning we 
rose before day4ight, in expectation of 
another sort of music : our whole army was 
in' busy commotion, preparinj^ to pass the 
rivfen Leaving Cambo, our brigade marched 
up to a ford: the right wing of the 71st 
thdfi' lined the river and commeniced firing, 
^s did ^e other portions of l2ie anliy at the 
severial crossing points. But, confining my- 
self more minutely to our brigade's opera- 
tions, — the left wing entered the river under 
cover of the heavy fire, and attained the 
opposite bank ; the 60th and 92d followed 
their example, — and lastly, the right wing. 
Thus we found ourselves safe on terra firma 
again, without experiencing any greater loss 
than that of having it bugler wounded! 
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The resistance of the enemy was equallj 
faint along the other parts of the river: 
ia fact, they were distracted by the noise 
and extent of the different attacks. 
. Next morning Hill's army moved on to* 
wards Bayonne: we quartered oursdvesfo 
two days in its neighbourhood. WeUiog* 
ton's army had in the meantime letird 
across the Nive. The absence of socb i 
large body of men encouraged Maislnl 
Soult to issue from Bayonne, in hofe&i 
crushing us before assistance could arriife 
This moTcment brought on the battle i 
Bayonne, in which our division alone &Q^ 
ceeded in defeating Soult, before Welling- 
ton's succours could come up. The suc- 
cess, however, was dearly, purchased, by > 
loss of 2,000 men killed and woundedr 
among whom the 71st had a respectable 
number. For my part, I had not the faonoitf 
of playing a part in the engagement, being 
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aU the while humbly employed in guarding; 
General Barnes's baggage. In the course 
of the day the general received a wound, 
as did each of his aides-de-camp, the Cap- 
tains Hamilton: the brothers were brought 
to the rear, and orders given for us guards- 
men to bear tl)em to a village at some 
distance. After placing the wounded gen- 
tlemen i^ bl^liiet^, we. waded pff through 
the midst of a knee-deep muddy rpad* Set- 
ting all boasting aside, I sincerely declare 
that the battle's hottest moment would have 
been infinitely more pleasant to me, and less 
degrading, than this errand : the opinion of ^ 
the other bearers was, I believe, much the 
same. Arriving at the village, application 
was mafle for admittance at the first good- 
looking house that appeared. This request 
ivas haughtily refused by a diminutive-look- 
ing sergeant of the 36th,. who stood in the 
portal with a seeming determination to op- 

o3 
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pose our passage, and saying, " This is o; 
cotonel's house/' Too tired to spend mt 
time in expostulation, we puriied the littk 
man fairly aside, entered the house, aod 
plax;ed the captains in beds. 

On the ensuing day I was despatch 
with a letter to our brigade-major. TraTd* 
ling alone, I fell inadvertently into a deep 
ditch by the way, — so deep, indeed, thai 
I did not feel its bottom, on account o^ 
being fortunate enough to lay hold ofi 
bramble bush in the descent. Graspiif 
desperately at this support, I hung on, witli 
my head only out of water, in no enTiali 
state of mind or body either, as may ^ 
supposed. Happily, as I thought, some 
Spanish muleteers came in sight, approadt* 
ing towards the ditch. I called loudly (c 
their assistance: they raised their h^ 
and gave me a vacant stare, continuing >^ 
^ the while to trot past very composedly 
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without slackening the pace of a single 
tnule. Whether it was indignation at such 
barbarous behaviour, or that Provideiice 
lent me aid, I will not decide ; but at any 
rate I scrambled out, with no other damage 
than being completely drenched. Had not 
my firelock been in the same condition, I 
should at all events, have, made a ball hiss 
about the ears of the cold-blooded mis- 
creants. 

Shortly after I joined the regiment, the 
army advanced towards the river Adour. 
We were then often billeted upon country 
houses. Once, when some officers were in 
one of them, and six of us in the adjoining 
stable (which, by the by, we had some 
trouble in converting into a sleeping cham- 
ber, on account of the floor beitig luxuriantly 
bestrewed with mire), a discovery was made 
of a kind which rejoices the generality of 
mankind. One of the men going about a 
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pile of faggots in the yard, was attracted, 
by the peculiarity qf its constrnction, to pvU 
down some of the wood and step into tie 
midst of the pile: soon after,, he cried for a 
bayonet^ then a straw,: these were handed 
in : the ne^t accents wer^, " I have fonod 
a whole barrel of brandy \" When the& 
coverer had satisfied himself, we went in, 
and sucked through the straw by tans; 
taking the utmost care, at the same time^ to 
escape the officers' observation, for obrions 
reasons. As fate would have it, howeTer, 
a soldier from another house suddenly ^Q* 
tered the yard, for the purpose of visiting 
us. We received him as placidly as po^ 
sible; but he must have either remarked 
our anxious glances at ijie faggots, or heard 
the fidgeting of the man who was amusing 
himself with the straw : perhaps both causes 
urged the prying stradger to run to tk 
aperture and find out the mystery : thus k 
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compelled us, as it were^ to ''go snacks'* 
with him. After ive h.ad retired to roost 
in the stable, this ungrateful fellow. divulged 
the secret to his comrades, and guided them 
to the spot : what they did there may be 
guessed ; but in addition, they had slipped 
off and left the spigot of the barrel on tbe 
ground, by which means the liquor rushed 
furiously from the hole, and nearly overflowed 
the yard. The gurgling sound awakened me 
in the middle of the night : we got up and 
stopped the running, but it was almost too 
late. Next morning, when we came back 
from parade, the powerful effluvia of the 
spilt brandy was sensibly felt: this alarmed 
us not a little. The certainty of being called 
to account for the transgression, prevailed in 
every bosom ; and the idea of the officers' 
olfactory nerves winding the smell, was never 
once doubted. But, by a lucky thought, our 
terror and the smell were quashed together. 
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bj merely tuming wet straw and mire over 
the dreaded places. The process was du- 
gosting enough, to be sure ; but the com- 
plete success of the scheme smoothed all the 
wrinkles of arersion. 

We now marched to the banks of the 
Adour, and from thence to the town of Ort, 
on the same river, where our quarters were 
established till the month of February. The 
causes of this delay were derived from 
various circumstances, such as heavy raitf, 
and the consequent dreadful state oftk 
roads : indeed, the condition of the mule- 
teers was a convincing proof of this, theK 
men coming into the town regularly so be- 
spattered with mud, that they had actaaHy 
more the appearance of being composed of 
clay than of the ordinary human materials'^ 
which, by the by, are also called clay. Bot 
the kind I allude to was of a diff^rentde- 
scription, — it only covered the surface » 
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the muleteers' persons : this cruiSt, however, 
might have been several inches in deptt. 
We ourselves did not escape the miry con- 
tagion^ on account of the very severe dnty 
which all of us were liable to on this post. 
There was seldom even time to doff our 
garments, to say nothing of washing tiiem 
in the usual manner. We generally pureued 
the antediluvian system of washing, that is 
to say, walking into a river, and scrublong 
only externally, — ^yet, strange as it may seem, 
colds or coughs were almost unknown to 
us : the constant exposure to fresh air will 
perhaps account for this. 

Some French gun-boats used to take ad- 
vantage of dark nights, to pass the town 
in their course to and from Bayonne: in 
day-light, or even moon-light, they never 
appeared. Although the French sailors took 
the precaution of using muffled oars, our 
pickets were too vigilant not to harass 
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them by a random fire : this sometiines 
drew a return shot from the gun-boats. 
The house where our captain lodged was 
once struck by a weighty ball^ — it passed 
tl^pugh a clock-case, and drove in the waU 
of the room where the captain lay in bed, 
nearly buying him in a shower of mortar 
aQ4 rubbish. 

^ Qj^^j day , the enemy landed pn a smsdl 
isUnd.pu, tl^e Adour, where, three of our 
costpsM^des w^re posted. After.a.sqiart con- 
testy ou^ mea were driven by superior num- 
bers from a li^ge ch&teau, which ia fact 
was the only defensible place in the island. 
That night 100 of us crossed over tp their 
support. From the quietness of the enemy, 
thoughts already began to be entertained 
that they had quitted the island ; but to 
set the matter at rest, a .patrole was de- 
tached to reconnoitre the chiiteau. They 
soon returned to say that it was deserted. 
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Relying upon the idea of our former suspi* 
cions being rights a picket of twenty men 
was sent to occupy the ch&teau ; whence 
five of us were sub-detached« to quarter our- 
selves in a farm-house, which had formerly 
been used as a sort of out-post. By mere 
chance, a man of our small party happened 
to be on terms of intimacy with a girl of 
the house which We were going to. . When 
we arrived at the place of destination, be 
therefore led the way, and. tapped ait the 
wind ow,r- the same, I presume, that he had 
before lurked about, on a different errand 
from the present one. After some interro- 
gation, the casement was softly opened ; the 
girl and her mother then appeared : a serious 
conversation immediately commenced be- 
tween them and the gallant, who spoke the 
French language very fluently, from his 
having been once a prisoner. We scarcely 
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imderstood a single word ; but it nvas 
io. pereeiTe that symptoms of strong 
<were. depicted on the eonntenances of tb 
females. At length it was interpreted tc 
la^ that a strong party of French soUien 
were quartered in a house only a few ju^ 
distant ! This intelligence surprised v '- 
little ; but being unwilling to retraee om 
irtaefift in such a dark tempestuous ri^ 
we stood irresolutely pondering wbsderto 
fomaSn or fly* The young wom&s ^ 
bfiefed to go to die dreaded house, eft sn^ 
pratoxt! or other, and ascertain 1;he n^^ 
of the fi)es» She went accordingly, ^' 
soon returned, after having discoyered tlBi 
they consisted of an officer and sixty me& 
Reckless of the danger, however; we ec 
tered the house, and expressed our deter* 
mination to keep snug till the momfl^ 
notwithstanding the good creatures' 0> 
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treaties for us to save ourselves. Indeed^ 
such unaffected anxiety for our ju'eseryation 
astonished us not a little ; and what co^Id 
be a nobler instance of courageous hospi- 
tality than the peasant girl's not delivering 
us into the hands of her countrymen 1 She 
realised, in fact, the mffiscuUne though fid;i- 
tiotts heroines of the Waverley novels. - 

We had takea the precaution of placing 
a sentinel under. a tree:, when ^tfai» duty 
eame to my turn, I could perceive a French 
sentinel dose by me^ walking to and fro in 
the usual manner. He stopt once -^ I grasped 
my musket firmer;— -but it was to light his 
pipe with a flint and steel: a great noise 
and jabbering could also be heard, which 
arose from the Frenchmen in the house* 
Before day-flight came in, we prudently re- 
solved to steal off: but in the execution 
of this, our good fortune only partiaQy 
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continued ; the enemy observing tib 
giving chase^ firing at the same time seveial 
shots. Bat trusting to our heels, we soon 
gained the ch&teau, where the fifteen mes 
we)re ahready stationed at the windows, 
ready . to repel any assault, they ba^ 
been roused by the musketry of the pv- 
suers : . but they^ on the other hand, mssfi 
to have . stopped in their .career, and eva- 
cuated the island,. as we saw them nomoit 
I have mentioned the boisterous weatbei 
we h^d endured ever since the invasiooo' 
France* People who have been accii8toi&^ 
to read of the " laughing climate" of ^ 
south of France, will scarcely recognise mj 
poor description to be of the identical ^ 
ivhich is so heavenly in their imaginations' 
To be sure, it must be allowed that tlie 
winter of 1814 was severe through ^^ 
whole of Europe ; but the glowing accouDte 
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of southern French^ Spanish,, and Italian 
winters are in general false : their siunmeni 
are indeed different from ours; yet, after 
all, the climate of the \yhple earth isj in 
my humble opinion, moris alike ibm most 
trayellers care to own^ 
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The month of February saw the a 
army again in readiness to push its con- 
quests further into France. Our brigade 
left Ort, and after having had a sligk* 
skirmish with the enemy, we marched on 
till the eyening, and eucamped. A Frenck 
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store lying exposed in the neighbourhood, 
some of the men entered it, and possessed 
themselyes of a quantity of br^, I wiw 
first warned of this by {seeing the depre» 
dators hurrying along, each bearing an im^^ 
mense loaf: the 92d men had theirs wrapped 
up in the tails of their kilts ! In the impulse 
of the moment I raik down to the store, but* 
at a most unlucky time, the brigade-major 
having just arrived. On perceiving him, li 
stopped short, and immediately retreated, 
with as unconcerned an air as possibly;, 
this would not do, however; the major was 
too sharp not to discern the purport of my 
errand, — so raising his voice, he called for 
me to halt. But lending a deaf ear to the 
command, I only increased my pace, — upon 
which the vindictive major put spurs to his 
horse, with the hope of seizing me. My 
being overtaken was now certain, had I not 
had the presence of mind to ascend a rujgged 
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hilly path, unpervious to the horse : ttui 
stratagem saved me. It was then I had tii&e 
to blame myself for miming headlong into 
such a scrape ; and, perhaps, the idea of still 
wanting a loaf did not tend to decrease dj 
chagrin* 

' On the following morning oar army moveii 
off; two companies of us, the German Rific- 
men, and the light companies of the otha 
regiments, being in advance. It was dr&w- 
ing near night when the enemy weie dtf* 
covered posted along the brow of a mooD* 
tain, upon which we, the light troopSi ut 
down on the face of a rising ground, —tk 
rest of the army halting at the same time. 
The hostilities of the day commenced by 
the British artillery making several dis^ 
charges upon the enemy. From the con- 
tiguity of the surrounding hills, the rejK^ 
of the cannon were of the loudness i 
thunder. Perhaps it was t;his circum9taoc« 
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that induced an Irish officer of ours to ex- 
press himself thus : '* Blood an' ouns^ Mister 
M— d, are these our kenun !'' On Mr. 
M— d assuring the brave lieutenant that 
they were, he seemed much comforted. 
This jontleman was at all times the standing 
joke of the regiment, chiefly from his un- 
couth form and tremendous brogue, — ^another 
example of which may be given. Seeing 
a sergeant with a telescope in his hand, he 
accosted him in this manner : '' Och, sarjant, 
will you lend me the loan of your spy-horn 
glass r 

But to return from the vagaries of the 
poor Patlander. The light companies were 
now ordered to advance upon the enemy : 
we did so, and met their light troops, or 
tirailleurs, half-way between the respective 
armies. A severe skirmishing then took 
place^ This system of fighting is of course 
alreaidy well known; but I may say, that 

p 
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although the combatants are in a 
state, and take aim at each other, yet the; 
very seldom know when they drop tbeif 
men^ — ^to speak in sportsmen's slang. The 
reason is obvious ; — so many firing at tk 
same time, and that often obliquely, t 
this, as well as in other skirmishes, we bac 
occasion to admire the steady coolness i' 
the German riflemen : these fellows nei? 
took the pipe out of their mouths, but 
awAy, as if they were only engaged at soi? 
ordinary occupation. The tirailleurs cot 
tinned to retire gradually before us, »^ 
eventually fled for protection to their ma^ 
body. Our enthusiasm not permittiiig' 
to wait for support, we rushed up the ^ 
regardless of the heavy fire which the eoei^ 
poured down from the top of it : whentt^ 
part of the mountain was attained, they^ 

• 

scended on the opposite side. By this^ 
it was quite dark; we halted accordi 
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the rest of tli^ division then came up and 
encamped. Our loss was less than might 
have been expected from such a smart 
brush. 

Next morning 100 of us were detached to 
a village, for the purpose of observing the 
enemy, who were posted on the opposite 
side of a river. We stood for a consider- 
able time in the village street, which gave 
the French inhabitants an opportunity of 
displaying their usual benevolence. They 

t 

actually came out, took the canteens off 
our backs, and replaced them full of wine. 
When our commanding officer endeavoured 
to prevent sucji attentions, the worthy people 
watched till his back was turned, and then 
resumed. How different was this from the 
conduct of some French soldiers ! disregard- 
ing the ordinary punctilios of war, they fired 
across the river, and shot one of the 13th 
dragoons dead in our sight. This imfor- 

p 2 
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tunate man was on guaid. Our iodig^tioD 
at this action was no way decreased on tfe- 
ing another dragoon, a young EnglisbiDU, 
burst into tears at the fall of bis Gomiade: 
be hung over the lifdess body for a l(Hig 
while, absorbed in grief, telling as slso tbt 
the deceased had been as a fyfi^^, to bin 
and that the poor man {had beei^ [9lffl^^^ 
twenty years in the riagiaiRRfc fSSBS^t*^ J? 
all who knew hiuu • :..(, 'jy ^yf}] . 

« Oen^sal Stewart n9J^ Q^me jopai^it^ 
foity of us across. tbe rirer*. yfi)iTi%^fcfBJH 
We ob^eryed the wate»: Uk h^txiff^ ff ^ 
in bags: the enemy had probablyi.thrwi 
them there, to prevent their fiUUpg ^^ 
the hands of the British. Nothipg d ^ 
portance resulted from this reconnoitenif' 
On our coming to a place where '.two lO^ 
struck off, I was stationed, along w& o^^ 
five men, to guard one of them : the ^ 
of the party advance^ > along t^ 8)|tber kA 
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80 far as to skirinish with the enemy, and 
to suffer a loss of two men, who were made 
prisoners. The division soon afterwards 
forded the river and joined us. Marching 
on again towards Salvaterre, we came in 
sight of another river, with the enemy 
drawn up along its banks. Our artillery 
immediately opened a dreadful fire upon 
their ranks, under cover of which the 92d 
and two of our companies entered the riv^r. 
It was about this time that General Hill's 
horse was killed by a cannon-ball. * The 
general falling along with the animal, in 
sight of almost the whole division, a mo- 
mentary gleam of concern passed over every 
countenance: but this was soon dispelled 
by his rising up unhurt. The death of 
General Hill would have undoubtedly been 
deplored by us all, so universally was he 
esteemed : in short, the highest eulogy that 
can be paid him is, to say that he was no 
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way inferior to General Stewart in tne 
greatness of sool and goodness of heart. 

The 92d having arrived on the opporite 
shore, and the rest of the division beio; 
busily employed passing the river on the 
beams of a trooden bridge, the planks of 
which had been taken away, the enm; 
took to their heels: we then occupied a 
village for that and the following day. (^ 
tintiing our march, not a day passed ow 
without skirmishes taking ptaxse. V6i^> 
also/ formed a necessary but troublesooK 
part of our labour, this district of Prww* 
being intersected with innumerable streaitf 
At one time, while preparing to cross a toJ 
rapid one, a tall fellow must needs displsf 
his wit at the expense of another, whoJ^ 
stature could not be much vaunted ». 
saying, that he would carry him orerAj- 
by fastening him to his brush and pricte 
But, after all, it was amusing enough ^^ 
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find that the mi was the only one in the 
whole regiment that required assistance, he 
haying stumbled, and been saved from 
drowning only through, the exertions of his 
C(xnrades« 

Arriving in the vicinity of Orthes, we 

encamped within a mile of the river Gave. 

Soult had now concentrated his army in 

froiit of Orthes, with the hope of stopping 

our farther progress. One day .we made u 

feint- by marching along the stream.; but 

it was not- till the following day that the 

intention of crossing was put into execution. 

Wellington's army was entrusted with the 

attack of the enemy's right and centre, 

while we were ordered to do as much for 

their left, which was commandel by General 

Clausel. Marching, accordingly, towards the 

Gktve, we crossed it under cover of both 

artillery and musketry, with so much suCf- 

cess as to have only one of the 71st wounded \ 
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ike other regiments of the dmsi<Hi suffering 
equally little. Continuing our march, ^< 
arrived at the summit of a rising grovod, 
and there halted. 

Close by us stood a house and a imall 
wood : out of these sheltered places a paity 
of French kept up a galling fire ^ — ^the mea 
were falling every moment : thi^ threw cveij 
one into a sort of fidgetty state of anziet; 
to close with the enemy; — in fact, ooseeB 
destroyers generally produce such an effect 
Two Companies of our regiment at lengtl 
received permission to chastise the luikeit; 
and instantly rushing down, they 4rove ther 
put of the wood in a few seconds. Tk 
remainder of the enemy in the house i^ 
as yet unaware how things stood wift their 
comrades of the wood. This gave an o[^' 
tunity for a young lad^ named Jack, to take 
his station at the side of the hoase-door 
The eyes of the whole brigade were no* 
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fixed upon the movements of the robust 
yp^, when one of our band^mjen^ suddenly 
breoJ^ing loose from those who endeavoured 
to restrain him, ran down to the houso^ 
wielding a stretching-pole, and placed him- 
self on the other side of the door. The 
unsuspecting Frenchmen at length begui 
to issue from the door, unconscious of the 
fete- that awaited them. Immediately, Jaek» 
with hk ifirebok, and M'Rae with his pok^r 
iatd^« esrery lone that appeared sprawUog qui 
tke 'ground ti if any were 90 . fortunat^j ^ 
to Qseape the gun, they in£BdUhly j^t th^ 
jmght of the pole ; and vice versd^ A 
number of prisoners were thus secured, by 
the mere exertions of these two. Jack was 
made a corporal upon the spot ; but poor 
M'Rae . went unrewarded, he having little 
moore than his valour to recommend l^im. 

Moving on again, we came to a small 
Tillage, where some partial skirmishing en« 

p3 
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livened the scene. Our brigade then formed 
into close column. Soon after this evolu- 
tion» a body of troops came in sight, ad- 
yancing along a road : their steps were hasty 
and agitated ; but they were suffered to pais 
us unmolested, we making no doubt of their 
being Spaniards. It was not long, however, 
before the mistake was rather unsaitisfac- 
torily explained, by the appearance of a 
Scottish brigade (the 42d, 79th, and QlstJ 
coming down the same road;, playin; 
furiously on their pipes, in full cry of die 
French, our supposed Spaniards.' This 
discovery galled us to the quick ; the fiigi* 
tives having been completely at our mercy. 
But if they escaped from the infantryi they 
did not from the British cavalry ; for, od 
looking round, we could see the country 
covered, as far as the eye could reach, witii 
the broken and flying enemy : our honsemen 
were following them close, committiag 
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dreadful havoc upon such as did not halt 
and throw down their arms. The field of 
Orthes having thus been decided, we en- 
camped for the night, and next morning 
pursued our march,. passing, as usual» quan- 
tities of military wrecks. I remarked, in 
particular, a place where several roads 
united: here immense heaps/ or rather hills, 
of knapsacks, belts, caps, and canteens, lay 
piled on each other: they had, probably, 
been thrown down by the enemy that they 
might accelerate their flight. 

At one time, a number of us happening to 
be quartered on a farm-house, its inmates 
supplied the most rapacious of our band; 
gratuitously, with a quantity of bread. A 
hen-roost, which stood in the yard, excited 
much attention: its inhabitants were, I 
believe, roughly treated ^ nay, even a ser- 
geant was detected by the farmer in the very 
act of twisting a fowl's neck : Stripes was 



334 VICI88ITUDBS OF A 

a little nonplused at the rencontre; but 
having the presence of mind to say that he 
had found a dead hen, the honest fanner 
only good-humouredly replied, that " it 
must have died perforuT 

The night before the battle of Aire tool 
place, while a number of us were carousiif 
over abundance of wine and brandy, R — -^ 
an intimate friend of mine, remained alone, 
gloomy and silent : we were the more su- 
prised at this, as he had been alwajiik 
hitherto, the blithest of a jolly companj* 
On the following day, while we were ad* 
vancing to engage the French, I walked 
alongside of him, but still he was morose 
and unaccountably silent ; in fact, his fonnei 
free and generous temper seemed to be 
entirely gone. We now parted — alas ! fo 
erer. The troops having halted for a short 
time. General Stewart desired a sergeant tt 
place a sentinel at the gate of a larp 
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chateau which stood hard by ; and this job 
Ming to my lot, the general ordered me to 
admit none but General HilFs staff. Mean- 
while, the generals Hill and Stewart en- 
tered into deep conversation; aides-de-camp 
were continually passing out and in, bring- 
ing and carrying intelligence. One of them 
I pjurticularly remarked, — Colonel Hood, of 
the guards ; he was often examining a chart 
of the country, in addition to his other 
duties : this gentleman was soon afterwards 
slain in the engagement. 

During this animated scene, an elderly 
Frenchman, an inmate of the ch&tean, 
scraped an acquaintance with me by asking 
for a small bit of tobacco. Having imme- 
diately gratified his request, the " faithful 
old domestic" disappeared, and soon retiimed, 
bearing a large loaf and a jug of wine. The 
loaf being too unwieldy to go into my haver- 
rack in a lump, he took the trouble to break 
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it down piece-meal, and cram it into tke beg< 
As this action would have seemed improper 
in the eyes of the two generate, the old nun 
carefully hid his treat when their faces weie 
in our direction, and pretended to look at 
the army ; but the instant their backs veie 
turned, he continued his kind exertions. 

The division having at length moved of, 
and my business being ended, I ran hastily 
on to join the regiment, taking short ctits 
through some fields to effect this the sooner 
The noise of musketry beginning to buistoo 
my ear, I did not relax in speed till a rivei 
stopped the way; but seeing a horseman 
fording it, I followed him, and reached the 
opposite shore in safety, after having bees 
once nearly swept away. Joining the regi- 
ment in the midst of a severe skirmisb|l 
was surprised to see one of our men witk a 
l^ng red feather stuck iniiis cap : on askiog 
him the cause, I was informed that the QO' 



SCOTTISH SOLDIBK. 327 

fortunate R ^h had fallen a victim to the 

first shot in the engagement, and that he 
(the informant) had succeeded in shooting 
the French grenadier who had done the 
deed : the seizure of this man's feather was, 
therefore, intended as a sort of proof of re- 
venge; — another instance of deadly forbod- 
ing was thus exemplified. The skirmishing 
continued still to rage with unabated fury : 
it is to be understood, however, that our 
force consisted only of two 71st companies 
and the light companies of the other regi- 
ments ; the rest of the division having gone 
to attack the main body of the en^oiy, who 
were posted upon a range of hills. I was, as 
usual, fortunate this day, having only re- 
ceived a ball through my trowsers ; another 
tore up the ground underneath my slloe : 
the latter accident made some around me 
conjecture that I had at length caught a 
wound, — they were deceived, however, and 
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I had still the appellation of '' lucky/' b- 
deed; a fkiche vpould always have been a 
Buperflttous article with me. . 

Oiur opponents having been wonted, to- 
^raidft night^fali it was.agreed that i^e should 
qvarter ourselves in the town of Aire, tk 
rest of the division being encamped at some 
distance, on the field of battle. This part oi 
l^e unny had succeeded in routing ^ 
enemy, afi^ an arduous conflict, in vbicli 
VBm, our ,h0coic musician, fell tp M^ 
■nee. -, This strange being was far fi^o^F 
SQBiiiig the ordinary coolness of ScotchiDeo. 
AHbongh hjbi profession absolved him ^ 
intenqaixing with the combatants, — yet|(^ 
heiLring the noise of an engagementi ^ 
seemed to be seized with an irresistible fory< 
patching up a pole or a firelock, and rushisS 
into the thickest of the fight, dealing l^^ 
with the greatest force and efficiency. ^^^ 
fite cut sl^ort his career at Ai^e : he had tbei< 
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even exceeded his fonner valorous exploits, 
having levelled many a foe with -the aid of 
his trusty pole ; but just as he was poising 
it on high, to ensure a weighty blow upon a 
French soldier's skull, the man anticipated 
him, by firing the shot which stretched him 
lifeless in the dust. Certainly it may be 
said of the doughty M'Rae^ that '' swords 
he smiled at, weapons laughed to scorn.*' 
. On entering Aire, the first conspicuous 
objects that struck our eyes were two carts 
full to the brim of hams : little ceremony was 
used in hdping ourselves to them all ! No 
billets were served out here, every one enter- 
ing the house that suited him best ; but the 
inhabitants bore the oppression with great 
good-nature. In the house where I was 
lodged, along with some others, the people 
pointed out to us some clean beds to repose 
upon ; but as we had been ordered not to 
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take off our aoooutrements^ the o&r wu 
refased: whether or not, our tremeodoul; 
nittddy state would have prevented ns fm 
trespassing so far on their pohteness at to 
befoul the beds. We made ouiselTesTen 
comfortable on the floor, with the help o' 
a little straw. 

Next day we marched out of the tovn to 
join our respective regiments, and hd^ 
trouble of coming bacjk along with dieo) 
The streets of Aire were strewed wiili tk 
bodies of French soldiers, who had bet* 
wounded in the divers engagementSi andiiv 
had only strength to drag themselves intotk 
town — thiere to die* 

At one time, an officer of ours, a Mr» Cta 
said to me, that I might take ajs maiqr ^ 
as I chose to go out and bury R — -h I ^' 
a pioneer, overhearing the discourse, a880i«> 
tts that he had buried the poor fellow: 
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serves to shew how much the deceased was 
esteemed by men of all ranks in the regi*- 
ment. 

Havipg been joined by a draft of 200, we 
left Aire, and journeyed towards Pan : after 
halting a day or two in its neighbourhood, 
a movement was made in the direction of 
Toulouse. We made an attempt to. lay a 
pontoon bridge over the Garonne, but with- 
out success : we were obliged to construct it 
farther up the river. A long march was next 
provided for us, and we returned to the place 
of starting^ after marching at least fifty 
miles without resting, — but perhaps this 
walk was necessary to alarm the enemy. 
We next marched to a place within two 
miles of Toulouse, where the inhabitants had 
fled: their wine-cellars remained, however, 
of which many of us could have given a 
minute description. 

On the morning of the 1 0th of April we 
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adyaaced towards the city» or rather the St 
Cjrprien suburbs, which are sitoated on tlie 
west bank of the Oaronne. The enemy bai! 
a battery of ship - guns here, which wen 
sometimes discharged at us, but with poor 
effect: in fact, it maybe said ofoardiri- 
sioQ, that only a few light companies ven 
engaged. Wellington's army having crossti 
to the Toulouse side of the river, by far tk 
hottest part of the engagement raged there 
from morning till night, we had little looR 
to do than listen to tremendous firing. '< 
is said that the Spaniards behaved ^^ 
astonishing bravery: they had certaiull 
much need to do so, if it were for no otte 
reason than to wipe off their former reproaii 
To make a long story short, the battles 
Toulouse terminated in favour of the Britisli 
thus, Soult's last expiring blow complet^! 
failed. 
IXext morning the division maid)^ 
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through the city : immense crowds of wdl- 
dressed people stood at a bridge to wel- 
come us^ or at least pretended to do so : all 
of. them wore white cockades. Another 
group was busily employed in pulling down 
a statue of Napoleon from the top of a 
triumphal arch. As we i^dvanced farther 
into the place, almost every window was 
fiUed by ladies waving handkerchiefs. For- 
tunately for the 60th and 92d> they bad 
lately got new clothes,--tbeir appearance; 
therefore, was passable in the eyea'of^tlM 
French ; but as for us and most of the othet 
regiments, any thing like magnificent cos- 
tume was out of the question. Oilr clothes 
were in fact worn out; but not a rag hung, 
pennant-like, in the air, strict orders having 
been issued to that effect, although full 
liberty had been given to mend the holes 
with any sort of cloth. This indulgence 
waa acted up to in the fullest extentu — 
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patches of canvass and of blankets coTei- 
ing us from head to foot, interspersed 
throughout with other patches, of all the 
colours of the rainbow: such habiliments 
had a very harlequin, mendicant effect* T^itli 
regard to our personal' appearance, mac; 
were tanned and weather-beaten by the loo; 
exposure to sun, frost, and rain ; but the bte 
drafts, of course, were much less so. I maj 
remark here, that the Portugueze were d0v 
much finer-looking soldiers than the gene 
rality of the British : the cause of this arose 
from the immense number of striplings wbc 
filled the ranks of the latter, while the Per* 
tugueze were almost wholly composed c. 
full-grown, sturdy fellows. 

On emerging from Toulouse, we directe: 
OUT steps to the side of the Languedoc cani- 
and there encamped. While on parade a^ 
another place, intelligence arrived of thenoiti^ 
em allies' entry into Paris, and the snbseqnec: 
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deposition of Napoleon. This news diffused 
universal joy : a busy hum of delight ran 
round every rank; home and friends only 
were talked of, — for who cared a fig for the 
affairs of France? But still in expectation 
of fighting, we moved on to Ville Franche; 
old Soult being as yet resolved to consider 
us enemies to his country. Such conduct in 
a Blucher has been denominated *' heroic 
patriotism ;" but in our opponent it received 
the name of " stubbornness," or *' a thirst 
of blood." 

A flag of truce at length arriving for the 
supension of all hostilities, we marched back 
to Toulouse. Our stay in this city extended 
to about six weeks : the whole of this time 
was spent in the most agreeable manner, the 
inhabitants being friendly, — the provisions 
and liquor " dog-cheap." One night an 
illumination was ordered ; but it turned out 
to be of a very paltry description, — a single 
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in cttdi windoir fonning thetrenp 
ofliglils. 

PlcfMua tioiis beii^ made fot the jik 
mtry of the Doe d'Aiigoiil£me, onrhigvk. 
with some Portogiieu;, wane caDed oA^ 
asBrt tlie XatioDal Gnanis in lining^ 
rtreets. It must be imdentood, hovt^ 
dnt we had exchanged our tonoeracait^ 
dresses for good substantial dotiiiiig, ^ 
Tioas to this *' angost ceremony." Vfs^ 
ofiank aiewcfl aware how mnch tiieir is- 
potantt » iDei»»d by the easy medxKlr 
keeping the molnlity, for dajrs or boon, - 

■ 

momentary expectation of thor aniral: ^ 
tmth of this we and a huge crowd bes^ 
fimnd, baring stood fiom morning til ^ 
approaeh of dusk, waiting the dnke's anrn- 
Hie duke at bat appeared, snrroonded bf ^ 
immense soite of officers, both Ftendi ^ 
Biitish: Ib^ passed under a tnmoflui ^ 
erected lor the occasion. A liunt dbt&ti 
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was heard at times among the citizeDfS, 
but the National Guards were extremely 
vociferous, — however, the Subject is too stale 
to admit of comment; We had another j ob in 
lining the streets, on account of a grand ball 
being given to the British officers and French 
nobility. When the duke^ was leaving Tou- 
louse/ we turned out and saluted him : that 
day chanced to be the anniversary of the 
' battle of Fuentes de Honoto J every one of us 
had, therefore, a sprig of laurel stuck in hid 
^ oap. I have little doubt but that the poor 
' duke considered these decorations intended 
^ solely to do him honour; 
^ Twelve of us were once hired to perf<Jtm 
' dumb parts in a theatre ^ this was assuredly 
my fimt and laSt d^but; When the |)lace 
^as reached, we were all gorgeously dressed, 
the ple^ being some grand eastern spectacle 
or other. Our fin^t labour was to bear a 
priaeess^'acrosB the* stage in a palanquin, or 

Q 



338 vicigsiTUBEs or k 

at least in one of those gilded hand^iainnn 
which pass for such in playhouses: Boneoi 
as also wielded fonnidable4ookiBgtopik& 
as the princess's guards. Bat the noa 
comical part of our operatious was, to be 
iumished with wooden instrumeoU, ais: 
perched on a balcony, to have the resent- 
blance of a second orchestra. We did ever 
thing in our power to aid. the Tkvfs 
manager, by seeming to blow with great icfr 
sical taste upon his instruments : aDefeBo** 
in particular, aped the actions of a naa^^ 
in the most ridiculous manner, such as beit- 
ing with his foot, twirling his fingers^ ^ 
making sundry other contortions* ^ ^ 
while, an entire dependence was placed nf^ 
the real theatrical orchestra for cpnc^ 
the imposture by their noise and skill 

In our manoeuvres of the stage we "^ 
very much assisted iii cppprehendipg'"* 
actors' directions, by the Jnt;§rp;|f^4!^f^ 
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French sea-officer, who had acquired the 
English language in a prison : he had appa- 
rently volunteered his services to the theatre 
for that night. Among the spectiitors we 
recognised several British officers; but' X 
scarcely think they knew us in our new 
profession. 

Preparations began now to be made for 
our final departure; several regiments had 
ere this time been despatched for America, 
and rumours were even afloat that that was 
our place of destination. The Spaniards 
and Portugueze who had enlisted in tne 
British service were all dismissed : several 
of them belonged to our regiment. One 
Portugueze boy was allowed to remain, he 

r 

having obstinately refused to leave us. The 
story of this youth is rather, singular. In 
1808, one of our officers hired him as a ser- 
vant, and afterwards brought hiih to Glas- 
go^, where tbe second battalion was quar- 
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tered : faete onf hero, fired wMiiikUittry v- 
dour^ enlisted with it, aad iras lalteilyfieflt 
out in a dmft to. Lisbon, his aati?e citjr. 
Previous to his joining us ' in the iatenor, 
the officers had actually been obliged to ttfe 
force in compelling him to visit his pftr^* 
who were both atiTC. Such was his ftmbitkRi 
to be considered a ** Glasgow <di^/'^tl»tlie 
never was heard to utter a syllable iaeitbei 
Spanish or Portugueze ; in fact> he hftd i^ 
termined to Teikmnce his ce<untry> and male 
the head-^quarters of the 71st his home. 

About this time, our honest Italian Ac^^ 
proper to decamp ; he took his arms and a^ 
cotttrements away, besides dorrmstiig a w&tel> 
from a sergeant. rThis odd .ohaiaoier *^ 
afterwards seen in Paris by some 71 at men 
he was then in the Prussian service. 

On the 6th of June we marched ^ 
Toulouse; anumberoftheinhabitants^n*^ 
out .to. bid us farewell. It was soon fow' 
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that the Italian was notrih^ cUjrdfMievti^r, '^ 
many men being miattng;.clti(6flj»;it>anras 
sjLippQsed, from-theattFactiotifrQr'eDticeoieats 
of Fcencb women ; — na.kss'ithan twenty- xtf 
our regiment w^re in tbis predieament. 

Oiu* march. to Bouideauxodsnpied serea* 
teen days :( 'during the wliole lof out n^ywe 
were 4elight«d with the jdbhness of the 
eountiy, ai)di> iJiOire Hi, witb ^he i&bidness of 
the people ; often did they- refusal payment 
for ptorisiofift and wine:'al4hongh.-aoineof 
them appeared to be in indigent (.(Circum- 
stances, yet they were .as bwnt^lrias' their 
more opulent neigfaboiirs. Sometipies we 
were quartered in splendid geotletacm'S'Sieats 
or cb&teaux, wh^e, upon being ^ushered into 
fine carpeted rooms, .with gilded) .l)^ds> the 
natural diffidence arising , fitom onr. total ig- 
nocance bf such luxusies made ns4)£tenrdraw 
back inrduntarUy ; but the anhabitanta ge^ 
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nerally suioccieded in poUtely forcing os to 
make ourselves at home. 

I am no would-be liberal, nor do I wish to 
chime in, for fashion's sake, with the preseot 
system of praising the French, in opposition 
to our old vulgar ideas of them ; I only wA 
to state the truth, or, in other words, whatl 
actually experienced. English, Scotch, or 
Irish hospitality may be talked of; I seldom 
if ever found any of it : it was in France 
that the true meaning of the word wai 
realised to us. 

. After passing through Bourdeaux, ve 
marched to Blanchefort camp, where » 
number of other regiments were waiting fw 
vessels to convey them home. In addition 
to tjie good market which was estabhsbe^i 
here, iimumerable carts came out from Bottr- 
deauz loaded with wine and brandy: their 
drivers kept up subh an incessant noise in 
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the camp, by the calling of ** Rhnm,** that 
sentinels were placed to prevent their en- 
trance. By the word rhnm, or nun; they 
intended that we should understand brandy^ 
Frenchmen were not the. only liquor-mei- 
chants ; an Aberdeen smack having arrived; 
with a quantity of porter on board, — the^ 
" pawky" crew came to the camp^ and sold* 
it at a franc per bottle, which was exactly 
the price of brandy j however, the muddy 
beverage was much run upon from its rarity. 
In making a calculation of our numbers, 
it was found, that out of the 600 picked 
men who went to Portugal in 1810 only 75 
remained. I do not mean to say that every 
individual out of this mighty deficiency 
was actually dead; some were in exist- 
ence, but in a disabled state, although per- 
haps not just " at the town's end for life." 
In the month of July 1814, we embarked at 
Poliac in transports, and were conveyed to 



344 VICISIIITUBBS, 8cc. 

the moulh of the Gaionae, where the whole 
reg^enti and two companies of the SOtli, 
were pat on board of the Sultan, of 74 gans. 
In the short spaee- of five- days the €oTe of 
Cork waa reached. Six preeioas yeanih»l 
cdapaed sinoe I left this place; in a compam 
of 100 moi^ in the prime of youth. Of these, 
only three jnen^and myself now returned ! 



THE END. 
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